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Time for the Annual Picnic 

September 22nd  
 

Ballenger Creek Park, 
Shelter #1  

Food and music beginning 
at 12pm 

 
Open mic for members to 

play from 12 to 3 
Song circle to follow annual 

meeting  

by Roy Greene 

http://frederickacoustic.org/


 

Notes from the President 

Greetings, 
 
Everyone please mark September 22nd on your 
calendars for the annual FAME picnic and 
membership meeting.  The picnic is one of the 
benefits of membership and a chance to get to 
know other FAME members.  This year it will be 
held at Ballenger Creek Park, Shelter #1.  We will 
begin around 12 pm with music and food and then 
hold the membership meeting portion at 3 pm. 
 
 Sign up for a chance to perform or bring your 
instrument to sit in and play at the song circle. We 
will have open slots for members to play from 12 
to 3 and then we'll hold the song circle after the 
membership meeting. 
 
Board meetings are open to the public, and 
generally occur the first Wednesday of each 
month and are held at Lough Memorials.   Due  to 
vacation scheduling, there will not be a meeting in 
August but we will be back to the regular 
schedule in September. 
 
Sincerely, 
Sam Ott 
President 
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Follow FAME on Facebook to keep up with  current events: 
 

https://www.facebook.com/FrederickAcousticFAME/ 
 
 

The new FAME website is up and running with new features in-
cluding membership renewal… 

 
www.frederickacoustic.org 



 

 

Sky Stage open mic on August 9th and every second 
Friday thru October. 

August Host:  Todd Walker 
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Come join the fun at one or more of these open mics! 



 

 

Come to play or just listen! 

    

Barry Bryan and Ar- min 

Page 5 



 

Page 6 

 

Come join the fun at one or more of these open mics! 



 

 

    

Barry Bryan and Armin Hadamer. Photo courtesy of Barry Bryan. 

Page 7 Gear of the Month  
by Todd C Walker 
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Can a guitar player own too many guitar 
picks ?  I can unequivocally answer 'yes', be-
cause I own way too many.  Why ?  Because 
I'm constantly experimenting, testing new 
picks as they hit the market.  The most recent 
acquisition that I didn't like was Chicken 
Picks.  Supposedly they help electric guitar 
players shred.  Well, I'm not an electric play-
er, but I figured a guitar pick is a guitar pick, 
so I purchased several.  Those Chicken Picks, 
at least the ones I purchased, are super thick 
and they sure don't help me shred.  Full dis-
closure is needed – I don't shred regardless of 
the pick.  But I like a good pick, so let's dis-
cuss the two I received in the mail from Tay-
lor Guitars on Saturday. 
 
Taylor Guitars has set the acoustic guitar 
world on its ear this past year with the release 
of the new V-Class bracing, and the release 

of the new Grand Pacific modified 
dreadnought design.  Although I 
haven't had the opportunity to play 
the 517 or 717 Grand Pacific guitars, 
I have played a 317 Grand Pacific (I 
was underwhelmed).  That being 
said, I was excited to test out Taylor's 

new line of guitar picks – I purchased two. 
 
I've discovered that many guitar players use 
whatever pick happens to be within arms 
reach, regardless of the brand.  Details like 
the pick material, pick thickness, etc. matter 
little as long as a pick of some kind is availa-
ble.  I'm picky, so shape, thickness, material, 
the way the pick feels between fingers, and 
how it sounds, are all important to me.  Let's 
see how my new Taylor picks shape up. 
 
Taylor's long-time pick offering has been the 
pretty Celluloid variety in Abalone, White 
Pearl or Tortoise in light (.46mm), medium 
(.71mm), heavy (.96mm) or x-heavy 
(1.21mm).  Celluloid delivers a modern clari-
ty and top-end clarification. 
 
   

http://www.toddcwalker.com/home.html
http://www.toddcwalker.com/home.html
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The new Taylor picks feature Taylex, which 
according to Taylor offer a richer tone with a 
more versatile response than Celluloid, add-
ing a touch of warmth and body while main-
taining top-end sparkle. 
 
Ivoroid is produced with high-quality Italian 
celluloid in a denser formulation with wavy 
grain and a softer feel.  It yields a warm, mid-
range-emphasized response.  It eliminates 
much of the scratchy sound that occurs when 
a pick rubs across the wound strings.   
 
Premium Darktone Termex Ultra offers a 
blended tone with increased bass presence 
thanks to a tapered edge that glides smoothly 
off the string.  Warm with a splash of treble.  
When Thermex warms in your hand, it pro-
vides a better grip. 
 
Premium Darktone Thermex Pro is made 
from a single layer of Thermex, creating an 
alluring, dark tone falling into a baritone-like 
sound.  If a dark sound is needed, this is the 
pick for you. 
 
The Taylex, Ivoroid and Premium Dark-
tone Thermex Pro picks are offered in three 
shapes.  351 is the typical Celluloid pick 
shape.  346 is a smaller jazz-style shape.  651 
is a large triangular shape with lots of real es-
tate.  A bag of six picks costs $11.99 ($1.99 
per pick). 
 
I purchased a bag each of the Premium 
Darktone Thermex Ultra (1.0mm) and the 
Premium Darktone Thermex Pro (1.5mm).  
I had to get used to the feel and shape of each 
compared with my usual pick of choice 
(Gravity Axis Standard 1.5mm).  I must ad-
mit to going back to my Gravity after trying 
the new Taylor's, but decided to put the   

Taylor's to a real test during last night's gig at 
Ayse. I tried each on different songs using both 
my Martin DR Centennial (stripped down D-
28) and my Avian Skylark.  My trusty Gravity 
sounded good per usual.  I found the Ultra to 
be too bright on some songs, but definitely 
added sparkle where needed.  The Pro is warm, 
almost too much on some songs, but perfect if 
a softer jazz feel is needed.  Both Taylor picks 
will end up being in my pocket for future gigs.  
I see the Ultra being more versatile, and most 
likely what most players will find to be to their 
liking.   
 
Both picks were comfortable to use and the 
claim that when warmed up they don't slip as 
much as regular celluloid do, is accurate.  Two 
thumbs up on the Ultra, one thumb for the Pro 
(only because it's not as versatile, being so 
warm).  That being said, if you own a guitar 
that has little low end and too much high end, 
the Premium Darktone Thermex Pro might be 
just what you need to warm it up. 
 
Now go make some music ! 
 Todd 



 

 

Monday Songwriters’ Showcase 

    

Barry Bryan and Armin Hadamer. Photo courtesy of Barry Bryan. 
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Brewer’s Alley, 2nd Floor, 124 N. Market Street, Frederick, MD 
 
 

Aug 12  —   Show begins at 7:30 pm   —  Aug 12 
 
 

Featured Songwriters:  Jeff Talmadge , Jim Patton & Sherry Brokus 

 
 

Come upstairs at Brewer’s Alley in beautiful, historic, downtown Frederick, 
Maryland, second Monday evenings (usually) from 7:30 until 10 pm, or so.  

There is no door charge, but we have “tip buckets” for the featured artists. 
Come out and support LIVE ORIGINAL music. 

If you would like information about playing a cameo three-song spot, contact (1) 
Ron Goad: MisterGoad@aol.com, (2) Rod Deacey: roddc@xecu.net or (3) Todd C. 
Walker: todd@toddcwalker.com.  

Piano Prelude:  Ray Jozwiak  
3-Song Cameo:  :  Jazlyn Sligh  

Poetry: Rod Deacey 
Host: Todd Walker 

http://www.brewers-alley.com/
mailto:roddc@xecu.net
mailto:todd@toddcwalker.com


 

To date, we have sung 748 (approximately 
63%) songs out of the some 1200 in Sing 
Out! Publication, Rise Up Singing (RUS), 

the group's Songbook.  Fifteen of the 35 
categories in the songbook were represented 
in the 29 songs sung at the July 13th event.  
Four songs were sung from "Hard Times & 
Blues" making it the most popular category 

of the day.  Not previously sung by the group 
were three songs from RUS: "Brandy Tree" 
was introduced by Christopher Phalen, 
"Jubilee" and "Faith of Man" were 
introduced by Bill Adams.  The fourth new 

song "Walk Right In" (not in RUS) was 
introduced by Tomy Wright.  If you would 
like to introduce a song not in RUS, please 
bring at least 10-15 copies of the song 

(chords included) for the group to share. 

Four songs sung made reference to death and 

dying.  "Brandy Tree" ("Someday down by 
the Brandy Tree I'll hear the Shepherd call 
for me") was introduced by Christopher 
Phelan.  "Eleanor Rigby" ("Eleanor Rigby 
died in the church and was buried") was 

introduced by Tomy Wright.  "Wayfaring 
Stranger" ("I'm going to meet my Saviour") 
was introduced by Carol Liebman, and 
"Hello in There" ("We lost Davy in the 
Korean war") was introduced by Ernie 

Heller. 

Fifteen folks attended July’s song circle 
including: Charlotte Abney, Bill Adams, 
Margie Barber (Alternate Attendance and 
Song Recorder), Karen Fetters (photographer 
and performing Dori Bailin’s attendance and 

Song Recording duties in her absence), Dan 

Frasier, Kory 
Gray,* Ernie 
Heller, David 

Koronet (Board Member, FB guru, and 
Alternate Host), Carol Liebman, 
Christopher Phelan, Debbie Russell,* Mike 
Sodas, Seth Tolson, Robin Turner, and Host, 
Tomy "One M" Wright.    *New participant 

Thanks to all for your enthusiastic singing 

and song selections.  A huge thank you to 
Tomy for sharing his musical expertise and 
for faithfully leading our group for over 7 
years towards achieving our goal to sing all 
the songs from RUS.  And a special thank 

you to Dublin Roasters and Serina Braley 
Roy, our venue host who recently traveled 
to Ecuador searching for some fabulous new 
coffee to add to the approximately 80 
varieties of beans from all over the world 

she roasts for us.   

We hope to see you at the August 10th 

event, 1 - 3 p.m.  Come enjoy the coffee☕, 

the camaraderie and the music.  

Special thanks to Karen Fetters for 

contributing this  month’s article. 

Traditional Folk Song Circle 
(TFSC) by Tomy Wright 

Dublin Roasters, 1780 N. Market Street, Frederick 
Second Saturday of each month, 1-3 p.m. 
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Pull up a Chair… by Tom Kohlhepp 
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I’m going to take a side street on the 
story of Neil Young for this article and 
write about two of his songs called 
“Southern Man” and “Alabama.” Fol-
low me if you dare down this dark back 
ally. Some might say that Neil Young is 
a Rock and Roll singer/songwriter and 
why am I writing about Rock and Roll? 
I understand your concern, but before 
you drum me out of the Folk Music In-
ner Circle hear me out.  
 
Neil Young was born in Toronto in 
1945. Just like Joni Mitchell he con-
tracted polo in 1951 in a major outbreak 
across Canada. Because of the illness he 
spent his time learning how to play mu-
sic on a plastic ukulele. As he grew up 
he began to play in local clubs and cof-
fee houses. Gradually he stretched his 
legs and drove from Canada to the LA 
music scene in a big black 1958 Pontiac 
hearse, yes I said hearse, that he nick-
named “Mortimer Hearseburg”. I’ve got 
to tell this story… The song “Long May 
You Run” is actually about Mortimer 
Hearseburg, his named black hearse. He 
turned that song about his hearse into a 
tour that Steven Stills and Neil Young 
thought would be cool to do. Nine days 
into the “Long May You Run” tour, 
Neil and Steven had a falling out and 
Neil decided to abandon the project.  

He left Steven Stills 
only this expression 
of thought in a note in 
his dressing room, “Dear Steven, funny 
how some things that start out sponta-
neously end that way. Eat a Peach, - 
Neil.” 
 
Let’s get back to the two songs I’m fo-
cusing on before I get lost in telling 
more obscure little known tidbits 
like…. at one time Neil Young shared 
an apartment in Toronto with Rick 
James of “Super Freak” fame.  
 
“Southern Man” was released in 1970 
and the follow up “Alabama” was re-
leased in 1972. Both songs deal with 
racism in the South and particular the 
long history of slavery in the states of   

 

Photo by Todd C Walker 

 

Neil Young 
By: Frederick Folklorist  
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Photo courtesy of Todd C Walker 

  the South. In “Southern Man” Young 
pleadingly asks when the South will make 
amends for the fortunes built through slavery 
when he sings, “I saw cotton and I saw black, 
tall white mansions and little shacks, Southern 
man when will you pay them back?” In 
“Alabama” he writes more of the same, but 
this time aims it towards one state in 
particular, Alabama. “Alabama you got the 
weight of the world on your shoulders that’s 
breaking your back….” For some people that 
was much to personal. When it was aimed at a 
region it might be overlooked as, “Well I don’t 
think he’s really talking about us”, but when 
the entire song is only about your state of 
Alabama, well, feathers get ruffled. In this 
case those feathers that were ruffled were of 
Ronnie Van Zandt who wrote his response to 
Young’s song when he penned the lyrics to 
“Sweet Home Alabama”. With lines like, 
“Well, I heard Mr. Young sing about her. I 
heard ol’ Neil put her down. Well, I hope Neil 
Young will remember, A Southern man don’t 
need him around anyhow.” Oh this was 
personal – very personal. 

Later in an interview Neil Young said that the 
song “Alabama” was never meant to be 
specific to the state, he simply wanted a 
Southern state that seemed to fit what he had 
to say. In his 2012 autobiography Neil said 
this, “I don’t like my words when I listen to it 
today. They are accusatory and condescending, 
not fully thought out and too easy to 
misconstrue.” In addition to that Young was 
married to his first wife Susan Acevedo not 
getting along at all, soon to be divorced. And 
Young’s foul mood translated into this song. 
The press picked up on these two songwriters 
seemingly bashing their heads together and 
created more animosity then there was. Neil 

  Pull up a Chair… by Tom Kohlhepp  (continued) 

Young actually liked “Sweet Home Alabama” 
and even played it from time to time at his 
concerts. Ronnie Van Zandt, who by the way 
wasn’t even from Alabama, he was born in 
Florida, could be seen wearing a Neil Young T
-shirt while performing on stage at some of his 
concerts. These two great artists unfortunately 
never had the chance to prove that they were 
over the hype. Tragically Ronnie Van Zandt 
was killed in a plane crash that took the life of 
several members of his band “Lynyrd 
Skynyrd” in 1977. Neil Young continues to 
perform even as he approaches his 74th 
birthday in November .   

Let’s listen to “Southern 
Man” at its best. When it was performed by 
CSNY in 1970 at the Fillmore East. Yes, I’m 
sure every single one of them are high on 
something, and yes, I’m sure they were 
probably screaming at each other just before 
they stepped on stage, and yes, I’m sure it’s a 
lot of Rock and Roll for you – but my God it 
doesn’t get much better than this. Put your tie-
dyed T-shirt on, squeeze into your bell bottom 
pants and come join me.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=goqxoelWiZI 
 
 
 

Next Month: “Songs of the Civil Right 
Movement”  
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Image courtesy of YouTube. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=goqxoelWiZI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hhl-3EOYTkc


 

F.A.M.E.  PRESENTS a reprise of  
 

One Hit Wonders! 
 

Friday, September 20th, 6-9pm 
 Elk Run Winery  15113 Liberty Rd.  Mt. Airy, MD  
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Songs you will remember...by artists long forgotten! 
Performed by an ensemble cast 

 
Dancing in the Moonlight, Brandy, Venus, One Toke Over The Line, Eye of the 
Tiger, Don’t Worry Be Happy, Jenny and many more! You will be singing along 

all evening with these well known favorites. 
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  Page 15 F.A.M.E.  PRESENTS a reprise of  
A 50-Year Anniversary Celebration of 

The Beatles’ Abbey Road & Yellow Submarine Albums 
Friday, August 30th, 6-9pm 

 Elk Run Winery  15113 Liberty Rd.  Mt. Airy, MD  

 

  Nineteen sixty-nine was a tumultuous and exciting time in music 
and world cultural history. The whimsical, playful theme at the 
center of the Beatles’ Yellow Submarine provides the perfect 
musical, theatrical, and historical prequel to the sophisticated 
Abbey Road.  
 

The Abbey Road album, perhaps the greatest musical example 
and benchmark for a generation became an immediate commercial 
success and has, over time, proven to be a critical favorite, 
recognized by many as one of the greatest albums of all time. It was 
the last album that all four Beatles participated together in 
recording. It was well known that fractured relationships and 
tensions existed between the “Lads” at that time. Even with 
adversity, a brilliant result happened. 
 

Some of the most talented regional musicians will recreate these 
iconic works of art. Save the date — August 30, 2019. 

Page 15 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hhl-3EOYTkc


 

 

    

 

 

Page 16 

 

F.A.M.E. Board of 
Directors 

 

Sam Ott, President 

Dave Ott, Treasurer 

Max Honn, Secretary 

Dori Bailin, Organizer 

Dave Koronet, Social Media 

 

Contributing members: 

Tom Kohlhepp, Publicity 

Katherine Ott, Editor 

F.A.M.E. Goals: 
 

•  To nurture, promote, and preserve original and 
traditional acoustic music of all genres in Frederick and 

Frederick County through live music, education, and 
community outreach.  

 
•  To educate aspiring musicians and the general 

public about all aspects of original and traditional  
acoustic music of all genres via workshops, open mics,  

showcases, and concerts. 
 
•  To reach out to the community via workshops and 
concerts, especially through schools and youth 
organizations and the setting up of mentoring 
opportunities for young and aspiring acoustic musicians. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please mail to: F.A.M.E. Membership, 5181 Holter Road, Jefferson, MD 21755 

Questions: (301) 788-3066 

Annual membership is for 12 months 

Name: __________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________________ 

State: ________ ZIP Code: __________________________ 

Phone: __________________________________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

Membership  Level: 

______________________ 

Amount Enclosed: 

$ ___________ . OO 

Date: __________________ 

All active members receive a copy of the monthly newsletter via email.  
Non-members and members who do not use email may check out past 

newsletters at www.frederickacoustic.org. 

Membership levels: Regular Membership $35 Student $10 

Senior (65+) $10 Family (up to 4) $60  Lifetime Membership $495 

All Regular and Lifetime members attend the annual F.A.M.E. picnic at no charge. 
Senior and student members and guests are welcome to attend at cost. 

Frederick Acoustic Music Enterprise (F.A.M.E.) is a 501(c)(3) organization. 
Donations may be tax deductible if you itemize deductions. 
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Classifed ads are free to FAME members in good standing and will run for two 
consecutive months unless renewed in writing.   

Eligible advertisements include the following categories: 

Members who would like to buy, sell, or trade their musical instruments and 
musical equipment 

Members who are seeking out other musicians to play with - or members seek-
ing out other musicians for the purpose of starting a band together 

Members offering private musical instruction and instrument lessons  

Members promoting upcoming gigs or concerts 

All transactions are strictly between the buyer and the seller, FAME only posts 
the advertisement.  The Sound Post editor reserves the right to reject any ad 

deemed to be commercial in nature, or not consistent with F.A.M.E.’s goals and 
overall mission. 

Submit your requests for a classified ad to samandkatherine@comcast.net 

 

FAME Classifed Ads 
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Wanted—Board members for the FAME 
Board.  Meetings once a month.  Help us 
keep acoustic music alive in Frederick 
County.  
 
 

 


