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Thoughts on F.A.M.E Picnic 

Barry Bryan shares his 
thoughts after 
attending and 

performing with Steve 
Warner at the F.A.M.E. 

Picnic on September 
22nd 

http://frederickacoustic.org/


 

Notes From The President 

Greetings 

 

Thank you to everyone who was able to 

attend the Annual membership meeting 

and Picnic held this year at the 

Ballenger Creek Park on September 

22nd.  We had approximately 40 

attendees this year.  Music was 

provided by our members in a Open 

Mic format with a song circle held after 

the membership meeting. 

There was positive feedback regarding 

the location of the picnic and I had a 

chance to talk with several members 

and get their thoughts on some of the 

programs we have sponsored this year 

and are considering for the future. 

Board meetings are open to the public, 

and generally occur the first Wednesday 

of each month and are held at Lough 

Memorials. Our next Meeting will be 

October 2nd. 

 

Sincerely, 

Sam Ott 
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Follow FAME on Facebook to keep up with  current events: 
 

https://www.facebook.com/FrederickAcousticFAME/ 
 

The new FAME website is up and running with new features in-
cluding membership renewal… 

 
www.frederickacoustic.org 

A special Presidential 

thank you to Todd 

Walker for his past arti-

cles on the “GEAR OF 

THE MONTH”. 
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Come to play or just listen at Open Mics!  Beans Acts: 
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Playing Your First Open Mic  

By Dave Koronet 
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Open Mics are a great way to get used to playing on 

stage in front of other people if you are not used to do-

ing so. As one of the hosts for F.A.M.E.'s Open Mics 

and as someone who has played a number of them over 

the years, I can say that there are a number of things 

that can make your performance more successful and 

more enjoyable. 

First, figure out in advance what you plan to play. Most 

open Mics allow you to play two to four songs. Decide 

which songs are your best, and practice them until you 

are completely comfortable playing them - then practice 

some more. The more automatic playing these songs 

becomes, the better your performance should be. Play 

to your strengths: if you aren't good at playing solos, 

pick songs that don't have them (or just skip the solo). 

Get to know the venue, if you can. Ideally, go to the 

Open Mic once or twice before you plan to play. See 

what the stage set up looks like, talk with the host (let 

them know that you intend to play there and pick their 

brains a bit), see what kind of songs and musicians get 

the best audience reaction - do the songs you plan to 

play seem a good fit for the audience? If not, do you 

have anything else in your repertoire that might go over 

better? 

I said to practice what you plan to play - but there are 

better ways to practice that will help prepare for your 

performance. Have you sung into a microphone before? 

If you are not used to doing so, it may feel awkward 

doing so (generally, the closer to the mic, the better). If 

you don't have access to a mic to practice, find some-

thing that can stick in your face like a mic. Similarly, if 

your instrument doesn't plug in, it will probably be 

miked. If you're not used to having a microphone in 

front of your instrument, it may feel claustrophobic. 

Practice with something in front of you to get comfort-

able with it. Play your songs through without singing; 

sing with minimal playing - make both parts of your 

performance strong. 

Bring your own support crew to the Open Mic. Having 

friends and family to cheer you on and support you 

should boost your confidence on stage - and every 

venue likes having more people in the audience. If you 

have a friend who is a fellow musician, see if they will 

play too - you can support each other when you 

play. 

Getting ready to play: almost all Open Mics have 

a sign up sheet, so you will know roughly what 

time you will go on (busier ones tend to fill up 

fast - if you want your pick of spots, come early; 

slower ones may have gaps - you might end up 

going on sooner than you expect - pay attention!). 

Make sure your instrument is tuned before going 

up on stage - the host and the audience often don't 

have the patience for you doing that on the stage. 

Let the host know if you will be sitting or stand-

ing, if your instrument plugs in or needs to be 

miked, and if you need anything specific: a little 

reverb on your guitar perhaps? Understand that 

the host wants to make you sound as good as pos-

sible  - the more they know, the better you will 

come across.  

It may turn out to be a bit of a disaster - and that's 

all right. I have been telling you ways to do a 

great Open Mic performance and hope that you 

do. At the same time, every single musician has 

played some clunkers: it goes with the territory. 

Playing before an audience is a skill, and like any 

skill the more you do it, the better you get. Play-

ing, singing in front of an audience can be unnerv-

ing at first. If you have a hard time getting to the 

right pitch, if your fret hand turns into a claw, it 

won't be the first or last time something like that 

happens. The non-musicians in the audience will 

still be behind you because they know that they 

can't do what you're doing; the musicians will be 

sympathetic because we have all been there too. If 

your performance is disappointing to you, know 

that the next one will be better. And most people's 

first performance, though not as good as they will 

later be, will succeed. 

Finally, have fun. If you are having fun, it shows - 

and it's contagious (the audience will catch it)! If 

mistakes happen, roll with them. Sing like you are 

singing in the shower, smile, and congratulations, 

you just played your first Open Mic! 



 
Page 7 

      My Thoughts on The F.A.M.E. Picnic  

By Barry Bryan 
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      So this year F.A.M.E. members en-

joyed pleasant picnic table seating ac-

commodations under a permanently 

roofed shaded pavilion, with two perma-

nent rest rooms close by, a large leveled 

parking area situated very close to the pa-

vilion, and a shaded performance area set 

aside for performers under a well-

established oak tree – just a few feet 

away from the picnic eating area. 

      A lot of the success of this year’s pic-

nic can be attributed to Sam Ott. Not 

only did Sam Ott find the new picnic 

spot, but he set up and provided the 

sound system for the performers, acted as 

the picnic’s master of ceremonies for the 

day, and spent most of his day flipping 

hamburgers on the grill, and overseeing 

the fried chicken and generous side dish 

spread laid out for the picnic guests. And 

along with his wife, Katherine Ott (who 

also deserves much credit) - they both 

arranged and took care of everyone’s 

food needs throughout the day.  Just an 

enormous volunteer effort on both their 

parts! 

      More than the food, I guess person-

ally, I found the most pleasure for me 

was getting to talk with several of the 

musicians (and non- musician friends as 

well) that I had extended conversations 

with during my stay at the picnic. During 

the year most of my own interactions 

with other musicians and friends seems 

to be mainly at the gigs that I am playing 

at – at times when we hold very short   

      Certainly, one of the highlights of the 

F.A.M.E. calendar year is always the end of 

the summer annual F.A.M.E. picnic - which 

took place just a few weekends ago.  Histori-

cally the picnic has always been a fun day of 

sharing the fellowship of the many F.A.M.E. 

members that chose to attend, and often 

there’s some pretty good music to listen to as 

well at the picnic?  This year the picnic was 

especially nice - as the membership enjoyed a 

new location to host the picnic at - which in 

my opinion really enhanced the F.A.M.E pic-

nic experience enormously this year! 

      After doing quite a bit or research this past 

spring – in checking out possible locations for 

a new picnic site throughout the Frederick 

area, Sam Ott managed to find a great new lo-

cation right in the extended Frederick back-

yard at The Ballenger Creek Park. When Sam 

presented his initial findings at a F.A.M.E. 

board meeting in regards to finding a new lo-

cation for the picnic – all the board members 

unanimously agreed the new proposed site 

met all the criteria for the various members 

needs for the event. Like many people that at-

tended the picnic, I think Sam found the per-

fect spot this year within the boundaries of a 

beautiful and spacious Frederick County park 

setting. His suggestion to find a new location 

for the picnic this year was largely based on 

some of the problems of the past picnic park-

ing logistic issues, and Sam’s desire to have 

the picnic site situated a little closer to Freder-

ick this year  – in his concerns to create less of 

a handicap for some of the members. 
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picking away with Steve on my bass ten 

minutes later – after warming up a little 

after playing with Max Honn on two of his 

songs. 

      I have very fond memories of Steve 

Warner and his music, and today he still 

remains one of my favorite singer /song 

writers. I have never understood why any-

one at a national level hasn’t ever recorded 

one of his songs.  He’s just an amazing tal-

ent – but I guess in the music business it’s 

really all about luck more than talent 

sometimes?  

      Several years ago after I left Steve 

Warner’s band ( “The Rolling Coyotes” ) 

to pursue another style of music - Steve 

showed up at my small rustic cottage in the 

town of Shepherdstown where I was living 

at the time, and recuperating from a pretty 

major open heart surgery issue - and Steve 

prepared and brought me lunch one day. 

Then after we finished our lunch, as  I sat 

in my living room on a couch, Steve sat 

across from me in an old Windsor chair 

and sang and played me some of his most 

recent original songs that he had been 

working on.  I loved all the songs that he 

sang that day. 

     Somehow Steve had heard about my 

health misfortunate, and just showed up at 

my house to try and cheer me up at bit. I 

was stuck at home for three months back 

then and pretty much useless in all respects 

- recovering from several heart attack is-

sues,  and me dying twice while in the  

conversations during a set break, or while I 

am packing up my equipment at the end of a 

gig.  So, it’s always only about a ten or fif-

teen minute conversation at the most that I 

have with people - and then I have to rush 

into going on again, or you I find myself 

rushing to pack up my stuff at the end of the 

night without much time for conversations 

with anyone?  

      It’s the often the same problem when I 

try and talk to people at an open mic situa-

tion.  I have to always talk pretty quiet with 

them – as to not be rude the performer on 

stage? So there are issues with trying to talk 

with friends at open mics as well? At the 

F.A.M.E. picnic I didn’t experience any of 

those issues, and I had a really good time 

making the rounds talking with friends 

throughout my whole stay there. 

      Several people chose to perform at the 

picnic – doing a few songs at an open mic 

type of deal that day – which was quite nice. 

I hadn’t really planned on performing that 

day myself – but when my old friend, Steve 

Warner from Shepherdstown, West Virginia 

out of the blue tapped me on the back, very 

much surprising me, and then asked me if I 

wanted to do few songs with him – I quickly 

jumped at the chance!  

The last time that I performed with Steve 

was about twelve years ago or so?  Always 

being a musician I guess, in my car truck I 

had packed an acoustic guitar and an acous-

tic bass (just in case), and so I retrieved a 

bass from my car, and I found myself  



 

My Thoughts on The F.A.M.E. Picnic  (continued) 

By Barry Bryan 
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hospital – so Steve’s visit was more that appreciated by me for sure at a time when all that 

was happening in my life. It was a pretty nice thing Steve did for me that day. So, at the 

F.A.M.E. picnic a lot of those old memories came back to me - and getting do a few of 

Steve’s songs with him again was very meaningful to me. I’m not sure if that would have 

happened if I hadn’t have gone to the FAME picnic that day? 

      So to recap, like many of the people that attended the F.A.M.E. picnic, I had a good 

time! Many thanks to Sam & Katherine Ott and all the other FAME volunteers that made 

the day possible through their extended efforts in making sure that everyone had a nice 

time at the picnic.  

      For those of you that missed the picnic, well you missed a pretty good time, and it was 

a pretty sweet way to spend one’s Sunday afternoon? And – if you went to the picnic that 

day, well you would have got to meet Tomy Wright’s two new adopted dogs that were in 

attendance that day as well! Neither one of the dogs sang a note at the picnic that day – but 

they never barked at anyone either that day. Not once. Sweet dogs they were.  
 

      Barry Bryan                       Steve Warner 



 

 

Songwriter Showcases 

    

Barry Bryan and Armin Hadamer. Photo courtesy of Barry Bryan. 

Brewer’s Alley, 2nd Floor, 124 N. Market Street, Frederick, MD 
 
 

Oct 14th  —   Show begins at 7:30 pm   —  Oct  14th 
 
 

Featured Songwriters:  Mary Battiata & Doug Alan Wilcox 
 

Come upstairs at Brewer’s Alley in beautiful, historic, downtown Frederick, 
Maryland, second Monday evenings (usually) from 7:30 until 10 pm, or so.  

There is no door charge, but we have “tip buckets” for the featured artists. 
Come out and support LIVE ORIGINAL music. 

If you would like information about playing a cameo three-song spot, contact (1) 
Ron Goad: MisterGoad@aol.com, (2) Rod Deacey: roddc@xecu.net or (3) Todd C. 
Walker: todd@toddcwalker.com.  

Piano Prelude:   Anna Keller & Jimbo 
3-Song Cameo:  Rob Hinkal 

 

Host: Todd Walker 
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To date, we have sung 751 songs out of some 

1200 in the Sing Out! Publication, Rise Up 

Singing (RUS), the group's Songbook.  Three 

songs previously not sung were chosen by the 

group.  Seventeen of the 35 categories in the 

songbook were represented in the 30 songs 

sung at the September 14th event.  Three 

songs each were sung from “Good Times” 

and "Traveling" tying for the most popular 

category of the day. 

At least five songs sung made reference to 

death and dying. The Valley of Strathmore, 

“Where my love and I have been, Where 

we’ll wander nevermore” introduced by Bill 

Adams.  All My Trials, “You know your 

mother was born to die…,” “And the poor 

would die,” was introduced by Barbara 

Collins.  City of New Orleans “this train has 

got the disappearing railroad blues,” was 

introduced by Ernie Heller.  In My Life 

“Some are dead and some are living,” was 

introduced by Robin Turner. Turn, Turn, Turn 

“A time to be born, a time to die” introduced 

by Seth Tolson. 

Like last month, we had eighteen folks and 

one returning dog attend song circle 

including Bill Adams, new song purveyor 

and slayer introduce two songs: “Do you 

Love an Apple?” & “; Dori Bailin, Barbara 

Biser, Barry Bryan, Barbara Collins, Mary-

Lou Davis, Jean Fish, Ernie Heller, David 

Koronet (Board Member, FB guru, and 

Alternate Host), Christopher Phelan, Vickie 

Tipling,* Seth Tolson; Robin Turner, Cappy 

Wright (our newly-designated mascot); Host, 

Tomy "One M" Wright; the “Youngblood” 

friends/sisters Arcy,* April* & Olya;*Janet; 

and Beth, who 

could be Duncan, 

Wilks, Wills or 

one of three 

others previous 

attendees named 

Beth introduce 

one new song, 

Green Grow the 

Rushes. 

Away last month 

Margie Barber 

and Karen Fetters, Alternate Attendance and 

Song Recorders, photographer, respectively. 

Special mention of Ernie for pointing out the 

opening lyrics to Ripple are different in the 

RUS than what’s popular “glow with gold “ 

and for compelling us to sing the more 

popular line. And to Mary Lou who has 

another rendition of May There Always Be 

Sunshine with additional lyrics that we will 

sing next month with her providing 10-15 

copies for us. We strive to be a full-service 

song circle. Each session is unique and made 

all that more special by our most excellent 

venue host Serina Braley Roy and her staff. 

Our next installment of mirth and music at 

Dublin Roasters is October 12th, 1 - 3 p.m.  

Crediting Karen from August’s newsletter, 

“Come, grab one of the many sandwiches or 

pastries that Dublin Roasters offers, enjoy 

the coffee, the camaraderie and the music.”. 

 

*New participant 

Traditional Folk Song Circle (TFSC) by Karen Fetters 

 

Dublin Roasters, 1780 N. Market Street, Frederick 
Second Saturday of each month, 1-3 p.m. 
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Pull up a Chair… by Tom Kohlhepp 

“Eve” being the last and said he’d 

record that one only if there was time in 

the studio. If you listen to the recording 

he’s rushing singing through the lyrics 

because of the time constraints and he 

was reading it for the first time off a 

piece of paper P.F. Sloan had written 

the lyrics on. In fact if you listen to the 

part that says, “Ya, my bloods so mad it 

feels like coaglatin’, I’m sitting here 

just contemplating, I can’t twist the 

truth, it knows no regulation”, Barry 

actually double clutches on the word 

“I” and says it longer than he should 

have. That’s because he said he had a 

hard time reading the word because it 

was right in the middle of the crease in 

the paper when he folded it over. So 

you might ask, “Well why didn’t they 

do another take”? 

 

Before I get too far I need to let you 

know that the band on the recording 

was the “Wrecking Crew” out in LA. If 

you don’t know who the Wrecking 

Crew was then you need to read the 

article I wrote a couple of months ago. 

Anyway, someone in the Wrecking 

Crew leaked the demo to the local 

Funny thing about the song Eve of 

Destruction, it was sung by a tough, 

gravelly voiced Barry McGuire to 

preach to the public the ills he’s seeing 

in the world. I mean if anyone should 

know about the state of the world he 

has the voice of someone who should 

know, right? The problem with that 

scenario is that the song wasn’t written 

by a grizzled veteran of the streets…. It 

was written by a teenage boy in 1965 

who was still living with his parents.  

 

P.F. Sloan was a really talented young 

man. When he was only 15 he signed a 

record contract with Barry McGuire’s 

record company as a staff songwriter. A 

couple of years later McGuire, who had 

just left the New Christy Minstrels, was 

looking for new material. Someone in 

the record company told him that there 

was a quirky 19 year old songwriter in 

the building he might want to listen to 

that was hired a couple of years ago. 

Now Barry didn’t like the song “Eve of 

Destruction” that much. He liked a 

couple of Sloan’s other songs better. 

When he was ready to record he picked 

four of Sloan’s songs to record with 

Page 12 

“The Eve of Destruction” 
By Frederick Folklorist 



 

station in LA who started playing it. 

The record company called the station 

asking them to pull it until they had a 

polished version to release. The station 

refused, because apparently it was now 

the most requested song they ever had 

since the Beetles “I want to hold your 

hand”.  Every record store in LA was 

now getting request for the new record 

“Eve of Destruction”. As they would 

say these days – It went viral - . 

 

The line in the song, “You’re old 

enough to kill, but not for voting,” 

galvanized the young generation in the 

debate over voting rights in America 

since the voting age was 21. Mention of 

the song actually made its way into the 

Congressional record when the vote 

was taken reducing the voting age to 

18.  

 

When the song burst onto the scene all 

were not happy. Many radio stations 

across the country refused to play the 

song saying it was un-American, 

however this backed fired as it piqued 

interest in the song sending it to #1 on 

the US charts. One of the unfortunate 

consequences was the fallout on the 

shoulders of the young P.F.Sloan. The 

media headlined the song as everything 

that is wrong with the youth culture. 

The media claimed that the song would 
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  Pull up a Chair… by Tom Kohlhepp  (continued) 
Page 13 

frighten little children. The media 

banned Sloan from all national 

television shows. Oddly enough they 

didn’t ban Barry McGuire. Within a 

year P.F.Sloan would be driven out of 

the music business. Sloan went into a 

deep depression and spent time in a 

metal hospital earning a living at jobs 

like drug store clerk and telemarketer. 

He rebounded in the following years 

by writing hits like “Secret Agent 

Man” which Johnny Rivers recorded, 

and founding the group “The Grass 

Roots”.  

 

P.F. Sloan may have only been 19 and 

living at home, but he could see the 

world as if he was Yoda. Listen now to 

that first demo recording and keep 

track of the long “I” in that certain part 

of the song. Enjoy!  

 

Click on the following YouTube link to 

listen to and see the lyrics to the Eve of 

Destruction. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=I98KeKV_F9g  
 

Next Month: Tiny Tim 
 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I98KeKV_F9g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I98KeKV_F9g
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Classified ads are free to FAME members in good standing and will 
run for two consecutive months unless renewed in writing.   

Eligible advertisements include the following categories: 

Members who would like to buy, sell, or trade their musical 
instruments and musical equipment 

Members who are seeking out other musicians to play with - or 
members seeking out other musicians for the purpose of starting a band 

together 

Members offering private musical instruction and instrument lessons  

Members promoting upcoming gigs or concerts 

All transactions are strictly between the buyer and the seller, FAME 
only posts the advertisement.  The Sound Post editor reserves the right 
to reject any ad deemed to be commercial in nature, or not consistent 

with F.A.M.E.’s goals and overall mission. 

Submit your requests for a classified ad to 
samandkatherine@comcast.net 
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Wanted—Board members for 

the FAME Board.  Meetings 

once a month.  Help us keep 

acoustic music alive in Freder-

ick County.  

Experienced upright bassist 

seeks working group. Duo or 

full band. Like to play classic 

country, bluegrass, 60s 

rhythm & blues. Good har-

mony vocals. Previously with 

Cumberland Valley Acoustic 

Duo. Call or text Bob at 301-

706-2132. 
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Frederick Acoustic Music Enterprise (F.A.M.E.) is a 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion. Donations may be tax deductible if you itemize deductions. 

F.A.M.E. Board 

of Directors 
 
 

           Sam Ott, President 

           Dave Ott, Treasurer 

           Max Honn, Secretary 

           Dori Bailin, Organizer 

           Dave Koronet, Social Media 

 

           Contributing members: 

           Tom Kohlhepp, Publicity 

           Donald Barber, Editor 

F.A.M.E. Goals: 
 

  To nurture, promote, and preserve original and traditional 
acoustic music of all genres in Frederick and Frederick County 
through live music, education, and community outreach. 
 
  To educate aspiring musicians and the general public about all 
aspects of original and traditional  acoustic music of all genres via 
workshops, open mics,  showcases, and concerts. 
 
  To reach out to the community via workshops and concerts, 
especially through schools and youth organizations and the setting 
up of mentoring opportunities for young and aspiring acoustic 
musicians. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please mail to: F.A.M.E. Membership, 5181 Holter Road, Jefferson, MD 21755 

Questions: (301) 788-3066 

Annual membership is for 12 months 

Name: __________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________________ 

State: ________ ZIP Code: __________________________ 

Phone: __________________________________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

Membership  Level: 

______________________ 

Amount Enclosed: 

$ ___________ . OO 

Date: __________________ 

All active members receive a copy of the monthly newsletter via email.  
Non-members and members who do not use email may check out past 

newsletters at www.frederickacoustic.org. 

Membership levels: Regular Membership $35 Student $10 

Senior (65+) $10 Family (up to 4) $60  Lifetime Membership $495 

All Regular and Lifetime members attend the annual F.A.M.E. picnic at no charge. 
Senior and student members and guests are welcome to attend at cost. 
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