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December Items of Note 

First Appearance By The 
Guest Geek (Gear Review is 

on Pages 9,10) 
-------------------------------------- 

Holiday Show at FSK Mall on 
December 7th from 11a - 5p 
------------------------------------- 

Songs of the Season at 
Performing Arts Factory on 
December 14th from 7pm to 

9pm (See flyer on Page 5) 
------------------------------------- 

Holiday Show at Valley Mall 
in Hagerstown on December 

21st from 11am to 5pm 

http://frederickacoustic.org/
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Follow FAME on Facebook to keep up with  current events: 
 

https://www.facebook.com/FrederickAcousticFAME/ 
 

The new FAME website is up and running with new features in-
cluding membership renewal… 

 
www.frederickacoustic.org 

public, and generally occur the 

first Wednesday of each month 

and are held at Lough Memori-

als. Our next Meeting will be 

Monday, December 9th. 

 

Sincerely, 

Sam Ott - President 

 

Greetings, 

Once again, we are coming into 

the Holiday season and looking 

forward to spending quality time 

with family and friends. I’d like to 

recommend that you enjoy the 

holidays by taking in one of our 

Holiday shows.  Mike and 

Shawna Taylor will be hosting the 

Holiday Show at the FSK Mall on 

December 7th, Fame will be spon-

soring a performance of Songs of 

the Season at the Performing Arts 

Factory on December 14th and on 

December 21st Katherine and I 

will be hosting the Holiday Show 

at the Valley Mall in Hagerstown. 

I wish everyone a Happy, Healthy 

and Safe Holiday season and best 

wishes as we go forward into a 

New Year! 

Board meetings are open to the 
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Sunday Songwriters Open Stage  by Todd Walker Page 4 

         Pictured above from left to right are: 

 Dave Fenstermacher, Diane Bunch, Elevation 

        Pictured above from left to right are: 

       Steve Cutts, Ken Demith & Dave F, and 

                          Michael Friedman 
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The FAME Newsletter Publisher and wife Marjorie at-

tended 3 FAME related events in November.  The pictures 

above are from the Serendipity Open Mic on Friday No-

vember 29th.  This event was hosted by FAME President 

Sam Ott and his wife Katherine.  This venue is unique as 

the performance stage area is right by the window to Pat-

rick Street near the intersection with Market Street.  Sam 

placed a speaker outside so the many passers-by on this 

chilly Thanksgiving Friday could listen to the performers 

while they watched from the sidewalk.  I was only able to 

take photos of 4 of the performers before I left the venue, so 

I apologize to those that I missed. 
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Pictured above are student members of the Spring Ridge 

Elementary School using their newly acquired ukuleles 

donated by FAME during the Spring Ridge Elementary 

School’s Fall Chorus Program on November 21st.  

Marjorie and I were there to watch our granddaughter 

(student on upper right) perform in the chorus.  After the 

program ended, the principal of the school asked if any 

FAME members were present in the audience.  Marjorie 

and I stood up and were given a round of applause by the 

audience.  FAME has donated 60 ukuleles to the school in 

the past year.  
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Page 9 
Our Visit To The Frederick Coffee Co & Cafe 

By Donald Barber  
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On Friday night November 22nd, Marjorie Barber and I visited 

the Frederick Coffee Co & Café to see acoustic performer Mike 

Shirf.  In Mike’s classic style he crooned out popular favorites 

from the 50’s 60’s and 70’s.  His dynamic repertoire included 

Crying by Roy Orbison, Starry Starry Night by Don McLean, 

Kentucky Woman by Neil Diamond, Gentle On My Mind by Glen 

Campbell, and Kodachrome by Paul Simon.  Of course, what is a 

trip to this venue without partaking of its wonderful menu.  My 

usual fare is a Ham and Swiss on rye, a bowl of delicious Roasted 

Red Pepper Soup, a warm Cinnamon Caterpillar Bun, and an Al-

mond Joy frozen latte.  The fine food, entertainment, and cozy at-

mosphere always makes for a great evening. 
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                     Gear Review  (Page 1) 

                                                              By The Guest Geek 
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time.  Xvive states that it's best to charge 

via USB since using an adapter for plug-

ging into the nearest electrical outlet can 

shorten battery life. 

 

The U3 has a 90' line of sight range and 

works on the 2.4GHz wireless band, 

which is the same as Bluetooth.  Each 

adapter has up to 6 channels so it will 

work with multiple performers.  It can be 

used on a microphone, but also can be 

used to connect to speakers.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The only design flaw that has been noted 

by users is the position of the on/off 

switch on the receiver adapter, which 

when attached to the mixer, puts the on/

off switch on the right side.  If two units 

are used side by side, the switch is inac-

cessible.  With the use of a short XLR 

cable though, it's a non issue, but de-

serves to be noted. 

Today's world is far different from the days of 

yore when communication was done by word 

of mouth, handwritten letters, telegrams and 

landline telephones.  We are in the midst of a 

digital world with 'wireless' being the key 

word.  Everything seems to be wireless now.  

Cell phones, computing via WiFi, and even 

paying bills over a wireless network or at a 

checkout station at the local gift shop.  And 

now, wireless performing is affordable to the 

local coffee house performer. 

 

Not long ago, a wireless system for guitar or 

microphone was an expensive proposition.  

No longer.  Wireless transmitters/receivers for 

guitar can be purchased from $130-$150 de-

pending upon manufacturer.  Simple and easy 

to use, these two-piece systems are recharge-

able via USB and have a 4-5 hour battery 

charge.  Now Xvive offers an inexpensive 

way for performers to turn their go-to dy-

namic microphone into a wireless system.  

Enter the Xvive U3 wireless microphone sys-

tem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Xvive has been successful making a system 

that is affordable ($199.00).  Easily used with 

your favorite microphone (any good dynamic 

microphone will do), the system consists of a 

transmitter, receiver and recharge USB cable.  

The USB charging cable is split so the trans-

mitter and receiver can be charged at the same 
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Sound quality is as good as the microphone 

you attach it to.  Much better than many of the 

less expensive wireless microphone systems 

available which require a separate receiver 

that connects to a mixer via cable. 

 

At slightly more money than a good qual-

ity dynamic microphone, it is at least 

$100.00 less expensive than a good qual-

ity wireless system that consists of a wire-

less mic and receiver.  If you hate cable 

spaghetti at your gigs, maybe the Xvive 

U3 wireless microphone system should 

be on your Christmas/Holiday wish list.  



 

Again, with many of the regulars away 
this month, the intrepid Song Circle 
Renegades maintained control of Song 
Circle! However, in keeping with tradition, 
they started the November 9

th
 session at 

Dublin Roasters with You Are My 
Sunshine. They sang a whopping 32 
songs with Farm & Prairie and Outdoors 
sharing the lead categories with a four-
way tie for second place with two songs 
apiece for Hope, Love, Traveling and 
Seas.  
Again, there were no new songs 
presented this month from the Rise Up 
Singing Group Song Book, but Dan 
Fraser brought enough song sheets of 
Norman Greenbaum’s 1970’s classic 
Spirit in the Sky to augment the fun the 
“Sweet Sixteen” participants had 
recycling from some of the 752 songs 
already sung. There were three songs 
our ongoing Folk Music “Death and 
Dying” research project: Loch Lomand, 
Streets of Loredo, and The Night They 
Drove old Dixie Down introduced by Jean 
Fish, Ed Mordan, and Barbara Biser, 
respectively. 
The “renegades” this month included 
Mike Sodos, Barbara Biser, Barb Collins, 
Jean Fish, Dan Fraser, Dorothea and Ed 
Mordan, Jen Smith, Seth Tolin, Robin 
Turner, with visitors Ben McShane, Blake 
M. Our brave renegade leaders Ernie 
Heller and Ed Haser, held down the fort 
until Alternate Song Circle facilitator 
Dave Koronet arrived and hostess Dori 
Bailin managing attendance and 

documenting 
the musical 
proceedings. 
We are 
extremely 
fortunate to 
have core 
instrumentalist 
song leaders 
Ernie, Ed, and 
Dave to carry 
on making 
music and growing our musical 
community. 
Speaking of growing, our venue host 

Serina Braley Roy has remodeled and 

expanded Dublin Roasters’ main floor 

food service area. So starting in 

December, we will be “downstairs” in the 

former Seniors Resource Center with 

two restrooms and ample space to 

accommodate us. A F.A.M.E. Banner will 

be out front. Request all to purchase 

food and beverage upstairs before you 

come down around to the parking area 

entrance. We also plan to hold our 8
th
 

Anniversary Traditional Folk Song Circle 

celebration. Season’s greetings and 

thanks for your support! 

To visit the Dublin Roasters website click on 

the  following link: 

https://dublinroasterscoffee.com/  

Traditional Folk Song Circle  by Dori Bailin 

 

Dublin Roasters, 1780 N. Market Street, Frederick 
Second Saturday of each month, 1-3 p.m. 
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https://dublinroasterscoffee.com/
http://www.dublinroasterscoffee.com/


 

Pull Up A Chair…  

 

 

 

The Frederick Folklorist Articles 

Will Return in January 2020 
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Classified ads are free to FAME members in good standing and will 
run for two consecutive months unless renewed in writing.   

Eligible advertisements include the following categories: 

Members who would like to buy, sell, or trade their musical 
instruments and musical equipment 

Members who are seeking out other musicians to play with - or 
members seeking out other musicians for the purpose of starting a band 

together 

Members offering private musical instruction and instrument lessons  

Members promoting upcoming gigs or concerts 

All transactions are strictly between the buyer and the seller, FAME 
only posts the advertisement.  The Sound Post editor reserves the right 
to reject any ad deemed to be commercial in nature, or not consistent 

with F.A.M.E.’s goals and overall mission. 

Submit your requests for a classified ad to 
samandkatherine@comcast.net 
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Wanted—Board members for 

the FAME Board.  Meetings 

once a month.  Help us keep 

acoustic music alive in Freder-

ick County.  

Experienced upright bassist 

seeks working group. Duo or 

full band. Like to play classic 

country, bluegrass, 60s 

rhythm & blues. Good har-

mony vocals. Previously with 

Cumberland Valley Acoustic 

Duo. Call or text Bob at 301-

706-2132. 



 

    

 

 

Frederick Acoustic Music Enterprise (F.A.M.E.) is a 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion. Donations may be tax deductible if you itemize deductions. 

 FAME Board of Directors 
 

Sam Ott  ……………...President 

Dave Ott ……………..Treasurer 

Max Honn …………...Secretary 

Dori Bailin  ………….Organizer 

Dave Koronet …..Social Media 

Tom Kohlhepp ………Publicity 

Don Barber ………..Newsletter 

Hank Kobrinski 

 

F.A.M.E. Goals: 
 

  To nurture, promote, and preserve original and traditional 
acoustic music of all genres in Frederick and Frederick County 
through live music, education, and community outreach. 
 
  To educate aspiring musicians and the general public about all 
aspects of original and traditional  acoustic music of all genres via 
workshops, open mics,  showcases, and concerts. 
 
  To reach out to the community via workshops and concerts, 
especially through schools and youth organizations and the setting 
up of mentoring opportunities for young and aspiring acoustic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please mail to: F.A.M.E. Membership, 5181 Holter Road, Jefferson, MD 21755 

Questions: (301) 788-3066 

Annual membership is for 12 months 

Name: __________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________________ 

State: ________ ZIP Code: __________________________ 

Phone: __________________________________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

Membership  Level: 

______________________ 

Amount Enclosed: 

$ ___________ . OO 

Date: __________________ 

All active members receive a copy of the monthly newsletter via email.  
Non-members and members who do not use email may check out past 

newsletters at www.frederickacoustic.org. 

Membership levels: Regular Membership $35 Student $10 

Senior (65+) $10 Family (up to 4) $60  Lifetime Membership $495 

All Regular and Lifetime members attend the annual F.A.M.E. picnic at no charge. 
Senior and student members and guests are welcome to attend at cost. 
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http://frederickacoustic.org/newsletters

