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Follow FAME on Facebook to keep up with  current events: 
 

https://www.facebook.com/FrederickAcousticFAME/ 
 

The new FAME website is up and running with new features in-
cluding membership renewal… 

 
www.frederickacoustic.org 

FAME activities on 

tap for February. 

 

Sincerely, 

Sam Ott 

Greetings, 

 

I am on a vacation 

break for this cycle of 

the newsletter. 

 

The “Notes From The 

President” will re-

sume in the March 

2020 edition of the 

newsletter. 

 

Happy Valentine’s 

Day and enjoy the 
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On Saturday night January 18th, Marjorie and I visited 

this FAME open mic venue to see local band Willie & 

The Chaperones perform.  FAME newsletter contributor 

Tomy Wright (pictured in the rear of the photo), played 

the drums and vocalized in some of the songs.  The 

band is led by lead singer and guitar player Willie 

Barry.  The band performed a wide range of songs from 

the 50’s and 60’s, country western, and rhythm and 

blues.  The Beans atmosphere is quaint and cozy and 

serves excellent food from its diverse menu. 



 

 Open Mic Venues Page 5 

 



 
Page 6 

                     Gear Review  (Page 1) 

                                                              By The Guest Geek 
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ally fairly casual, a clean pair of jeans 

with a nice shirt, or maybe a shirt & vest, 

will work nicely.  Girls can wear a simple 

skirt & blouse or sundress, but stay away 

from short skirts if you need to sit to per-

form, or if the stage is elevated and the 

audience is sitting.   

 

 When performing at a winery or 

brewery, clean casual works.  But if you 

are fortunate enough to give a concert, 

put your best foot forward and put to-

gether an outfit.  An outfit ?  Sure, plan 

something.  Think about the image you 

are trying to portray.  Are you a folkie, a 

singer-songwriter, jazz performer, Gos-

pel ?  Give it some thought.  If you can't 

come up with any ideas, look at perform-

ance photos of musicians you like.  What 

do they wear on stage ?  Most popular 

performers have a 'look'. 

 

 Frederick area F.A.M.E. Members 

who have a consistent 'stage look' are 

Tomy Wright, Barry Bryan and Dan 

Webb.  Next time you see them on stage, 

take note of what they're wearing. 

 

 Save your flip-flops for the beach, 

keep those old grass-stained sneakers for 

lawn mowing and designate that tank top 

t-shirt for working in the yard or strolling 

along the beach on your vacation.  
 

 

Performance “Wardrobe” Gear 
 

         Music gear can be anything from guitar 

picks to microphones, PA systems, cables, 

cleaning rag (for wiping off dust & perspira-

tion), to capos, strings and pickups.  Anything 

that helps your ability to perform music, 

whether sitting on your couch or performing 

live – it's all 'music gear'. 

 

 One item, important for live performers 

is clothing.  Not usually considered 'music 

gear', clothing can influence the audiences' re-

action the moment the musician walks onto the 

stage. 

 

 Musical wardrobe even at the open mic 

level is important, as much so as performing in 

front of hundreds (or thousands).  How you 

look when you walk up to the microphone is as 

important as your first played notes.  Arriving 

for a gig in the same clothing worn to mow the 

lawn earlier in the day telegraphs to your au-

dience that you don't 'give a _ _ _ _'.  If you 

don't, why should they ?  In this scenario you 

might be tuned out before you strike the first 

chord.  So what to do ? 

 

 Think back to what our Moms, Grand-

mothers and Aunties told us when we were 

young - “Put on something nice.”  Plan how 

you want your audience to respond to your 

'look'.  In an open mic situation when it's usu-
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                                               Molly Tuttle 



 

On Sunday, January 19, 2020, F.A.M.E. 

member Jay Keating and former Board 

and Lifetime member Tomy Wright 

participated in the Song Writers' of 

Washington (SAW) Mid-Atlantic Song 

Contest Award Show at Pearl Street 

Warehouse.  Jay is also the President of 

SAW and this year's MASC Director 

overseeing  the judging, and award 

show while performing Master of 

Ceremonies duties that evening. Tomy is 

also on the SAW Board of Directors and 

was a judge and presenter for the Young 

Artist Award given to 10-year old Ava 

Anderson of Manhattan, NY. Jay 

afforded Tomy the opportunity to place 

the F.A.M.E. banner prominently on 

venue stage and to talk about F.A.M.E.'s 

past involvement with Youth Songwriting 

Song Writers’ of Washington 

Mid-Atlantic Song Contest Award Show 
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through Chords of Courage and the 

longstanding joint Open Mic with SAW 

at Beans in the Belfry Café in 

Brunswick for the past 11 years. Jay and 

Tomy are looking forward to more 

opportunities for SAW to collaborate 

with F.A.M.E. in Frederick County.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Tomy Wright and Ava                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              Jay Keating                              Ava Anderson 



 

 

Song Writers’ of Washington 

Mid-Atlantic Song Contest Award Show 
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In our second month in Dublin Roasters’ Dublin 

Down Under Function Room, we sang 31 songs 

with new one that puts us at 766 sung since 2012. 

The lead category from the Sing Out! Rise Up 

Singing [RUS] Group Song Book, was Good 

Times, second only to Funny, which pretty much 

reflects the experience the 14 of us had. Despite 

our concern of meeting F.A.M.E.’s continuing 

community outreach--now that we’re meeting out 

of the flow of prospective participants upstairs--

our returning members brought three new 

participants. In fact, we’re pleased to say that on 

the eve of our eighth anniversary, we counted 

some 400 participants from our Frederick 

community along with national and international 

visitors from Europe. 

 

As mentioned above, there was only one new song, 

but as it is our tradition, had some impromptu, 

communal-sharing of first time experiences with 

some of our previously sung songs. Six songs dealt 

with death and dying (D&D), total talley six 

million plus: Kevin Barry, (one plus: Kevin 

Barry…Lads like Kevin Barry) introduced by 

Mike Sodos, With God on our Side, (six million 

plus: Indians fell…six million…Jesus Christ…) 

introduced by Mary-Lou Davis, Where Have all 

the Flowers Gone, (untold: soldiers…everyone), 

Deb Mannarano, new participant, The Night They 

Drove old Dixie Down, (one: brother…laid in his 

grave), introduced by Tomy Wright, Long Black 

Veil, (two: “someone…me”). Of special note, one 

resurrection in The Mary Ellen Carter (one ship: 

The Mary Ellen Carter rise again…), introduced 

by Adam Tolson, new participant. 

 

Last month’s participants included Dori Bailin, 

managing attendance, song recording/tracking 

along with D&D adjudicating; Mary-Lou Davis; 

Dan Frasier, one new song; Ed Haser, Ernie 

Heller, Carol Liebman, Corinne Looper, new 

participant and later F.A.M.E. member Debbie 

Mannarano, Alternate Song Circle host Dave 

Koronet, Chris 

Phelan, Adam 

Tolson, Seth 

Tolson, Vickie 

Tipling, and host 

Tomy Wright.  

 

On February 8th, 

we celebrate eight 

years at Dublin 

Roasters as our 

longest, enduring, 

organizational-event. We want to thank our 

F.A.M.E. partners who have facilitated our 

community building: Sing Out! Magazine, 

publishers of the RUS, Serina Braley Roy, 

Dublin Roasters Coffee owner and her staff, and 

all participants, especially Board members Dori 

and Dave, along with the core musicians, new 

song navigatigors, and singers this past year. 

We’ll try and have a Top Ten Statistical roll-up 

next month and get even closer to 800 songs. 

Eight’s Great! 

 

To visit the Dublin Roasters website click on the  

following link: 

https://dublinroasterscoffee.com/  

              Traditional Folk Song Circle  by Tomy Wright 
 

Dublin Roasters, 1780 N. Market Street, Frederick 
Second Saturday of each month, 1-3 p.m. 
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Pull Up A Chair…  Page 1 

“Eleanor Rigby” was released by the Beatles 

on the “Revolver” album in 1966. 

Surrounded by cheerful songs like “Good 

Day Sunshine”, “Yellow Submarine,” “Here, 

There and Everywhere” and “Got to Get You 

into my Life,” “Eleanor Rigby” was a bitter 

taste of reality.  

 

The song tells the story of two lonely people. 

First, we meet a churchgoing woman named 

Eleanor Rigby, who is seen cleaning up rice 

after a wedding. The second verse introduces 

the pastor, Father McKenzie, whose sermons 

“no one will hear.” This could mean that 

nobody is coming to his church, or that his 

sermons aren’t getting through to the 

congregation on a spiritual level. In the third 

verse Eleanor dies and Father McKenzie 

buries her. 

 

After Eleanor is buried, we learn that “no 

one was saved.” Does this mean that her soul 

did not elevate to heaven as promised by the 

church? It could be meant as a swipe to 

Christianity and the concept of being saved 

by Jesus. Interesting to note that the song 

was released just weeks after the furor over 

John Lennon’s remarks, “Christianity will 

go. It will vanish and shrink. I needn’t argue 

about that; I’m right and I will be proved 

right. We’re more popular than Jesus now”.  
 

Let’s get into the nuts and bolts of the song. 

Paul McCartney wrote most of the song, 
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however all the Beatles had some input 

into the verses. McCartney wasn’t sure 

what the song was going to be about 

until he came up with the line, “Picks up 

the rice in a church where a wedding 

had been.” That’s when he came up with 

the story of an old, lonely woman. Paul 

said, “When I was little, I lived on what 

was called a housing estate, which is like 

the projects now. There were a lot of old 

ladies and I enjoyed sitting around with 

these older ladies because they had these 

really great stories, in a lot of cases 

about World War II. One lady in 

particular I used to visit, and I’d go 

shopping for her, you know she couldn’t 

get out. So, I had that figure in my mind 

of a sort of lonely old lady. The fact that 

Eleanor Rigby died, and nobody really 

noticed, well, I knew this went on.”  
 

“Father McKenzie” was originally 

“Father McCartney,” but Paul thought 

that his dad might freak out when he 

heard it and changed it to Father 

McKenzie. 

 

As for Eleanor Rigby…well the Eleanor 

came from the first name of Eleanor 

Bron, who was an actress in the 1965 

Beatles movie, “Help!”. The Rigby came 

from the name” Rigby and Evens Ltd. 

Wine and Spirits shippers”,  
 

“Eleanor Rigby” 
By Frederick Folklorist 
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which was a little shop in Bristol that Paul 

saw when he was walking by it. He liked 

the name “Eleanor Rigby” because it 

sounded natural and matched the rhythm 

he was going for. There have been many 

people who claim the name came from a 

headstone in an old English graveyard, or 

from some other source, but no such luck.  

There were only two songs that the Beatles 

never played one note of music on. Eleanor 

Rigby was one and “She’s Leaving Home,” 

was the other. Both songs had violins, violas 

and cellos on them, and the Beatles 

couldn’t play those instruments. Because of 

that, these two songs were never played in 

public by the Beatles, but Paul would play 
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it solo backed with an orchestra.  

 

Eleanor Rigby was nominated for three 

Grammys and won the 1966 Grammy for 

Best Contemporary Pop Vocal 

Performance by a male. It was awarded 

to Paul McCartney.   

 

Through “Eleanor Rigby” was far from 

the first pop song to deal with death and 

loneliness, it still came as quite a shock to 

pop listeners in 1966. It took a bleak 

message of depression and isolation, 

written by a famous pop band, with a 

somber, almost funeral-like backing, to 

the number one spot of the pop charts. 

The bleak lyrics were not the Beatles first 

departure from love songs but were some 

of the most explicit.  

 

Even though it’s been more then 50 years 

since the song was written, it’s as relevant 

now as it ever was. “The trouble is not 

that I am single and likely to stay single, 

but that I am lonely and likely to stay 

lonely.” (Charlotte Bronte) 

 

 

Give a listen. https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=yJQUNP2mAMg 

 

 

Next Month: “Strange Fruit” 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yJQUNP2mAMg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yJQUNP2mAMg
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Classified ads are free to FAME members in good 
standing and will run for two consecutive months unless 

renewed in writing.   

Eligible advertisements include the following categories: 

Members who would like to buy, sell, or trade their 
musical instruments and musical equipment 

Members who are seeking out other musicians to play 
with - or members seeking out other musicians for the 

purpose of starting a band together 

Members offering private musical instruction and 
instrument lessons  

Members promoting upcoming gigs or concerts 

All transactions are strictly between the buyer and the 
seller, FAME only posts the advertisement.  The Sound 
Post editor reserves the right to reject any ad deemed to 

be commercial in nature, or not consistent with 
F.A.M.E.’s goals and overall mission. 

Submit your requests for a classified ad to 
samandkatherine@comcast.net 

   Page 17  Page 17 Page 17 Sound Post Classifieds Page 17 

Wanted—Board members for the FAME Board.  Meetings once 

a month.  Help us keep acoustic music alive in Frederick 

County.  



 

    

 

 

Frederick Acoustic Music Enterprise (F.A.M.E.) is a 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion. Donations may be tax deductible if you itemize deductions. 

 FAME Board of Directors 
 

Sam Ott  ……………...President 

Dave Ott ……………..Treasurer 

Max Honn …………...Secretary 

Dori Bailin  ………….Organizer 

Dave Koronet …..Social Media 

Tom Kohlhepp ………Publicity 

Don Barber ………..Newsletter 

Hank Kobrinski .Scholarships 

and Workshops 

F.A.M.E. Goals: 
 

  To nurture, promote, and preserve original and traditional 
acoustic music of all genres in Frederick and Frederick County 
through live music, education, and community outreach. 
 
  To educate aspiring musicians and the general public about all 
aspects of original and traditional  acoustic music of all genres via 
workshops, open mics,  showcases, and concerts. 
 
  To reach out to the community via workshops and concerts, 
especially through schools and youth organizations and the setting 
up of mentoring opportunities for young and aspiring acoustic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please mail to: F.A.M.E. Membership, 5181 Holter Road, Jefferson, MD 21755 

Questions: (301) 788-3066 

Annual membership is for 12 months 

Name: __________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________________ 

State: ________ ZIP Code: __________________________ 

Phone: __________________________________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

Membership  Level: 

______________________ 

Amount Enclosed: 

$ ___________ . OO 

Date: __________________ 

All active members receive a copy of the monthly newsletter via email.  
Non-members and members who do not use email may check out past 

newsletters at www.frederickacoustic.org. 

Membership levels: Regular Membership $35 Student $10 

Senior (65+) $10 Family (up to 4) $60  Lifetime Membership $495 

All Regular and Lifetime members attend the annual F.A.M.E. picnic at no charge. 
Senior and student members and guests are welcome to attend at cost. 
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