
 

 Table of Contents 

Michelle Swan Pre-CD Release Party - Page 8 March 2020 

Notes From the President 2 

Open Mic List 3 

Wispy Mop Music Podcasts 4 

Traditional Folk Song Circle 6 

Pull Up A Chair 12 

Sound Post Classified Ads 14 

FAME Info and Membership 15 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

March Items of Note 

Wispy Mop Music  

Podcast Series 

By Todd Walker 
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Notes From The President Page 2 

Follow FAME on Facebook to keep up with  current events: 
 

https://www.facebook.com/FrederickAcousticFAME/ 
 

The new FAME website is up and running with new features in-
cluding membership renewal… 

 
www.frederickacoustic.org 

each month starting at 7:30 

pm at Lough Memorials in 

Frederick, MD  

 
Sincerely, 

Sam Ott 

To the Membership, 

 

The board would like to know 

what would be of interest to 

the membership. So, to those 

ends we will be developing a 

survey in the coming weeks 

and will send to each member 

by email to the address on re-

cord.  Please take the time to 

complete the survey when it 

comes out and let us know 

what we can do to create a bet-

ter organization for our mem-

bership. We want each member 

to have the best possible ex-

perience with FAME. 

 

Board meetings are generally 

held the 1st Wednesday of 
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Wispy Mop Music 

Podcast Series 
 

Meet F.A.M.E. Founding Members 

 

Wispy Mop Music lifetime F.A.M.E. member Todd 

Walker has produced the first of many podcasts that will 

feature Frederick Acoustic Music Enterprise founding 

members.  The first podcast in the series is now live, fea-

turing Rick Hill.  

 

                 Link:  http://www.wispymopmusic.podbean.com/  

 

New episodes will be added periodically, so stay tuned.  

http://www.wispymopmusic.podbean.com/
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Last month we entered into our 8
th
 year at 

Dublin Roasters, singing 19 songs, four new, 
putting us at 770 sung. The lead category from 
the Sing Out! Rise Up Singing [RUS] Group 
Song Book, was Hard Good Times, which was 
what we still experienced with some songs 
we’ve previously sung this month.  
 

Once again, when the Song Circle lead is not 
present, Board member Dori Bailin permits to 
the group to shows it true Iconoclastic nature, 
by breaking with tradition and not singing You 
are My Sunshine for what would have been the 
77th time. They did instead open with Coffee--
as a hat tip to our venue host Serina Roy these 
past eight years--as one of the new songs 
introduced by Barbara Collins. Bill Adams 
retained his “New Song Skipper” title for a 
second consecutive year by introducing two 
new songs, Precious Memories and Day is 
Dying in the West. And Seth Tolson gave us a 
surprise, relatively familiar new song, In a Little 
Spanish Town. We are happy to report there 
was only one “death and dying” (D&D) song this 
month, Tom Dooley, with ultimately two deaths 
introduced by our own “Frederick Folklorist” 
columnist Tom Kohlhepp, 
 

Of special note, at our midpoint of the 8
th
 

Anniversary celebration, we shared cake 
honoring our partners Sing Out! Magazine, 
publishers of the RUS, Serina Braley Roy and 
her staff, and a short recounting of the 
Traditional Folk Song Circles origins and intent 
garnering at least 400 participants since 
February 2012. It is our longest, enduring, 
F.A.M.E-event now in Dublin Down Under. 
 

Last month’s “Lucky 13” participants were “New 
Song Skipper” Bill Adams; Dori Bailin, managing 
attendance, song recording/tracking along with 
D&D adjudicating; bass accompanist Barry 

Bryan; resident 
Celtic tour guide 
Barbara Collins, 
the emerging 
dynamic duo of 
alternate music 
leaders Ed Haser 
and Ernie Heller, 
Tom Kohlhepp, 
Board member 
and alternate 
Song Circle host 
Dave Koronet, 
Ellen Koronet, 
Carol Liebman, returning dear friend Sharon 
Mulholland, Papa Seth Tolson, and host Tomy 
Wright.  
 

We have had quite an experience these past 8 

years making the most of our monthly, two-

hour gatherings creating fond memories, 

friendships, and memberships in F.A.M.E. and 

the Dublin Roasters’ community. Thanks again 

to our Past President Rick Hill, former board 

members and current President Sam Ott and 

board for their confidence and continuing 

support.  

We also want to acknowledge Song Circle 

family we’ve lost this past year, Caryl Velisek 

and the mothers of Dori, former board member 

Karen Fetters, and Dave and Ellen Koronet.  

However, we look forward to renewing old 

friendships with our regulars we haven’t seen 

recently with refreshments and camaraderie. 

8’s great, on to 800 songs!  

 

https://dublinroasterscoffee.com/  

 

              Traditional Folk Song Circle  by Tomy Wright 
 

Dublin Roasters, 1780 N. Market Street, Frederick 
Second Saturday of each month, 1-3 p.m. 
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Dublin Roaster Pictures 
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Michelle Swan Pre-CD Release Party 
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Songs Of Summer Performance 

 

SAVE THE DATE AND GET YOUR TICKETS 

TO THE SONGS OF SUMMER 

PERFORMANCE ON SATURDAY JUNE 

20TH AT 8:00PM AT THE CARROLL ARTS 

CENTER FEATURING THE DUO SAFE 

HARBOR WITH MICHELLE SWAN 
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Beans In The Belfry Pictures  (Page 1) 
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Beans In The Belfry Pictures  (Page 2) 
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I can’t remember the first time I ever 

heard the song “Strange Fruit.” It was 

probably while watching a documentary 

about Baltimore’s own Billy Holiday 

years ago I’d imagine. After all, this song 

was Billy’s theme song so to speak as she 

ended every show with her stylized 

version of “Strange Fruit.” It wasn’t until 

years later however, that I learned the 

story behind the song. Like every 

interesting song there’s usually an 

interesting story that goes with it, and this 

one is no exception.  

 

In her autobiography, Billy Holiday 

claimed to have written the song, but 

that’s about as far from the truth as you 

can get. Would you be surprised if I told 

you that the song was written in 1937 by 

a white Jewish male schoolteacher from 

the Bronx who had never been south of 

New York. No, I’m not kidding…. 

 

Abel Meeropol was born in 1903 to 

Russian Jewish immigrants in the Bronx, 

NY. He earned his BA from City College 

of NY, and his MA from Harvard. He 

later taught English at his old HS. DeWitt 

Clinton in the Bronx for 17 years. In fact, 
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one of his students was non other 

than James Baldwin.  

 

Meeropol had seen a picture taken of 

the lynching of Thomas Shipp and 

Abram Smith in 1930 in Marion, 

Indiana and was outraged by it. He 

said it haunted him for quite a while. 

So much so that he wrote a poem, 

“Bitter Fruit”, which he later put to 

music and changed the title to 

“Strange Fruit.” Shipp and Smith are 

the “Strange Fruit” hanging from the 

poplar tree.  
 

It was recorded by several people 

before Billy Holiday made it a hit in 

1939. Columbia records, Holiday’s 

label, refused to release the song 

because off the subject matter. She 

had to release it on Commodore 

records, a much smaller label. She 

said the song meant so much to her 

she felt is was written just with her in 

mind, it wasn’t, but she always said it 

was. It’s worth noting that Meeropol 

never wrote under his real name, he 

used the name Lewis Allan in 

memory of his two stillborn sons.  

“Strange Fruit” 
By Frederick Folklorist 
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Abel Meeropol also wrote the huge hit 

“The House I Live In.” for Frank 

Sinatra. And just to throw in MORE 

accomplishments for Abel, he and his 

wife Anne adopted Julius and Ethel 

Rosenberg’s sons who were orphaned 

after their parents were executed for 

espionage.  The boys later legally 

changed their last name to Meeropol.  

 

Getting back to the song, Abel most 

often had other people put his poem’s to 

music, but he felt strongly that he was 

the only one who could do justice to 

“Strange Fruit.”  

 

Interesting to note that in 1999 TIME 

magazine voted this the Song of the 

Century. When the song first came out 

in 1937 the same magazine denounced it 

as “A piece of musical propaganda.” 

 

Listen now to Billy Holiday and 

“Strange Fruit,” and you can decide for 

yourself. This is not Billy at her peak, in 

fact far from it. I think there’s a good 

chance that she is either drunk, high or 

both in the video.  

 

Having said that, she knows this is the 

song that gives you chills when she 

sings and doesn’t disappoint in that 

regards. I also chose it because it was 

the last recorded performance she would 
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do.  

 

Billy Holiday would die three months 

after this recording. She was only 44 

years old. Click here. 

 

Next Month: It’s a surprise!  

 

about:blank
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Classified ads are free to FAME members in good 
standing and will run for two consecutive months unless 

renewed in writing.   

Eligible advertisements include the following categories: 

Members who would like to buy, sell, or trade their 
musical instruments and musical equipment 

Members who are seeking out other musicians to play 
with - or members seeking out other musicians for the 

purpose of starting a band together 

Members offering private musical instruction and 
instrument lessons  

Members promoting upcoming gigs or concerts 

All transactions are strictly between the buyer and the 
seller, FAME only posts the advertisement.  The Sound 
Post editor reserves the right to reject any ad deemed to 

be commercial in nature, or not consistent with 
F.A.M.E.’s goals and overall mission. 

Submit your requests for a classified ad to 
samandkatherine@comcast.net 
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Wanted—Board members for the FAME Board.  Meetings once 

a month.  Help us keep acoustic music alive in Frederick 

County.  



 

    

 

 

Frederick Acoustic Music Enterprise (F.A.M.E.) is a 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion. Donations may be tax deductible if you itemize deductions. 

 FAME Board of Directors 
 

Sam Ott  ……………...President 

Dave Ott ……………..Treasurer 

Max Honn …………...Secretary 

Dori Bailin  ………….Organizer 

Dave Koronet …..Social Media 

Tom Kohlhepp ………Publicity 

Don Barber ………..Newsletter 

Hank Kobrinski .Scholarships 

and Workshops 

F.A.M.E. Goals: 
 

  To nurture, promote, and preserve original and traditional 
acoustic music of all genres in Frederick and Frederick County 
through live music, education, and community outreach. 
 
  To educate aspiring musicians and the general public about all 
aspects of original and traditional  acoustic music of all genres via 
workshops, open mics,  showcases, and concerts. 
 
  To reach out to the community via workshops and concerts, 
especially through schools and youth organizations and the setting 
up of mentoring opportunities for young and aspiring acoustic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please mail to: F.A.M.E. Membership, 5181 Holter Road, Jefferson, MD 21755 

Questions: (301) 788-3066 

Annual membership is for 12 months 

Name: __________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________________ 

State: ________ ZIP Code: __________________________ 

Phone: __________________________________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

Membership  Level: 

______________________ 

Amount Enclosed: 

$ ___________ . OO 

Date: __________________ 

All active members receive a copy of the monthly newsletter via email.  
Non-members and members who do not use email may check out past 

newsletters at www.frederickacoustic.org. 

Membership levels: Regular Membership $35 Student $10 

Senior (65+) $10 Family (up to 4) $60  Lifetime Membership $495 

All Regular and Lifetime members attend the annual F.A.M.E. picnic at no charge. 
Senior and student members and guests are welcome to attend at cost. 
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