
 

 Table of Contents 

!!! STAY SAFE AND KEEP A DISTANCE !!! April 2020 

Notes From the President 2 

Wispy Mop Music Podcasts 3 

Traditional Folk Song Circle 4 

Guest Geek Gear Review 6 

Pull Up A Chair 8 

Sound Post Classified Ads 10 

FAME Info and Membership 11 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

April Items of Note 

Wispy Mop Music  

Podcast Series 

By Todd Walker 

Page 3 

http://frederickacoustic.org/


 

Notes From The President Page 2 

Follow FAME on Facebook to keep up with  current events: 
 

https://www.facebook.com/FrederickAcousticFAME/ 
 

The new FAME website is up and running with new features in-
cluding membership renewal… 

 
www.frederickacoustic.org 

Board meetings are open to the public, 

and generally occur the first Wednesday 

of each month and are held at Lough 

Memorials. Currently no meetings are 

planned until the State restrictions on 

gatherings is lifted. 

 

Sincerely, 

Sam Ott 

Greetings FAME members, 

 

I sincerely hope everyone is doing their 

part in helping to contain the Covid-19 

Pandemic.  This has been a unprece-

dented time in our world history to say 

the least and while many of us are able to 

work, even if from home, some members 

of our society do not have that luxury 

and we must do what we can to help 

them. 

All FAME events have been cancelled or 

postponed until further notice as we have 

notified the membership through the 

FAME website and Social Media pages. 

The April Board meeting has been also 

cancelled; however we will be able to act 

on any matters necessary through email 

and by phone if necessary. 

During this time that we are unable to 

support live local musicians and venues 

let’s not forget them.  I suggest checking 

out their web pages, downloading their 

music, etc.  Let’s all stay healthy and safe 

but also see what we can do to help keep 

our local music scene alive during this 

difficult time. 



 

Wispy Mop Music  Podcast Series Page 3 

 

We are still in the midst of the COVID-19 version of daily life.  As a 

result, we cannot go out to a coffee house to listen to LIVE acoustic 

music, thus CD's, albums, the radio, YouTube/Vimeo, and online 

streaming sites like Spotify are the go-to sources for music.  Hope-

fully our world will get back to normal soon and venues will be al-

lowed to re-open for regular hours.  

In the meantime, another new episode is live on Wispy Mop Music 

Acoustic Radio Podcast Series.  F.A.M.E. founding member Doug 

Alan Wilcox sat down with me (via cellphone) for an interview.  It 

and podcasts are live now on iTunes or at the Link below. 

In the meantime, please stay safe and healthy. 

Todd                  

Link:  http://www.wispymopmusic.podbean.com/  

http://www.wispymopmusic.podbean.com/


 

In only the second time in our eight 

years at Dublin Roasters, we 

canceled our second Saturday 

monthly get together.  

 

I believe it was an easy and prudent 

decision by our President Sam Ott 

and the Board, due to host 

availability and prescient too 

consideration for how we 

physically conduct the event in 

close proximity along with our 

“seasoned” participants’ 

demographic were taken into 

account. Our gracious venue host 

Serina Roy has honored our March 

reservation for a future date when 

it’s safe for all to end our social 

distancing, a new word in the 

collective lexicon going forward. 

 

I miss attending our monthly 

gatherings, but there have emerged 

other able F.A.M.E. leaders over 

the past year who embrace the 

spirit of community Song Circle 

has engendered these past 8 years. I 

especially want to thank and 

acknowledge 

Board 

members 

Dori Bailin, 

for managing 

attendance, 

song 

recording/

tracking and 

Dave Koronet for alternate leading 

coming straight from work. 

Special shout out to musicians 

Ernie Heller and Ed Haser, who 

have stepped up to lead and 

accompany in my or Dave’s 

absence. And to Margie Barber 

and Karen Fetters for covering 

Dori’s recording and attendance 

duties. 

 

With the greatest fondness, until 

we meet again, stay safe and be 

well.  

https://dublinroasterscoffee.com/  

 

              Traditional Folk Song Circle  by Tomy Wright 
 

Dublin Roasters, 1780 N. Market Street, Frederick 
Second Saturday of each month, 1-3 p.m. 
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Songs Of Summer Performance 

 

SAVE THE DATE AND GET YOUR TICKETS 

TO THE SONGS OF SUMMER 

PERFORMANCE ON SATURDAY JUNE 

20TH AT 8:00PM AT THE CARROLL ARTS 

CENTER FEATURING THE DUO SAFE 

HARBOR WITH MICHELLE SWAN 
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Guest Geek Gear Review (Page 1) 
By Todd Walker 

 

A number of years ago, F.A.M.E. 

Member Todd Walker wrote a gear 

review on the Outdoor Ukulele, a 

translucent ukulele made from 

polycarbonate.  If memory serves 

correctly, he reported that it's sound was 

very close to what we would expect 

from a wooden uke.   

 

Well, the Outdoor Ukulele company 

has followed up the success of their 

polycarbonate ukulele with the Outdoor 

Guitar.  It is a carbon fiber composite 

polycarbonate travel guitar with a 20-

inch scale length, bolt-on neck, and 

compensated saddle for each string * 

(see photo).  According to the website, 

the Outdoor Guitar is injection molded 

in steel molds at very high heat and 

pressure with carbon strands that give 

the instrument a natural grain pattern. * 

 

The Outdoor Guitar is built with 

precision geared tuning machines 

(nickel plated), and uses fluorocarbon 

strings for the top three treble strings, 
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and D'Addario XT coated low strings. 

It is definitely travel-sized at 30.75” in 

length.  Width at the nut is 1.75”, 

which is found on most full-sized 

guitars ,  so players  will  feel 

comfortable wrapping their hand 

around the neck and fretboard. 

The company has a video on their 

website, so we don't have to guess as 

to the guitar's sound.  To my ears, it 

sounds similar to a baritone ukulele 

with extra umph in the low end. 

 

At $345 it is just about twice the cost 

of the Outdoor Ukulele. 

 

And for those ukulele players who like 

the sound of a banjo ukulele, Outdoor 

Ukulele also builds a banjo uke called 

the 'Outdoor Banjolele'.  Built with 

either a clear skin, or white, it will set 

you back $245.  The website also has a 

video so we can hear one before hitting 

the 'Buy' button. 

 



 

Guest Geek Gear Review  (Page 2) 
By Todd Walker 
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Pictured above from left to right are the Banjolele Nickel Clear 

Chair, the Banjolele Nickel One, and the Outdoor Guitar Office 

Bridge. 

Pictured above from left to right are the Outdoor Guitar Office Four, 

the Outdoor Guitar Office Nut, and the Outdoor Guitar Office Two. 
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If there was ever a song that survived and 

flourished because the writer believed it was a 

good song, it was this one. Many of you know 

that even though Johnny Cash had a huge with 

“Sunday Morning Coming Down,” it was 

actually written by Kris Kristofferson. 

 

However, as you’re about to find out, 

sometimes if luck doesn’t find you, then you 

might have to go out and make your own. 

After all these years I’ve never decided if I like 

Kris Kristofferson as a singer or not. He’s one 

of those performers that when you hear him 

sing you think, “nothing    special in his voice.” 

 

 But when you look at the songs he’s written, 

“Sunday Morning Coming Down”, “Help Me 

Make It Through the Night”, “For the Good 

Times” and “Me and Bobby McGee”, just to 

name a few, you say to yourself wow, this guys 

talented.  

 

Oddly enough all of those huge hits were made 

famous by other people, not the guy who wrote 

them. I’ll say this for Kris Kristofferson, he’ll 

be 84 years old in June, and given the hard life 

he chose for himself, that’s about 50 more then 

most people would have given him. 

 

So, Kristofferson is a really interesting guy, 

maybe an article there in the future, we’ll see. 

You have this super accomplished guy. He 

graduated with high honors from College and 
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was awarded a Rhodes Scholarship to 

Oxford University – yep, that Oxford 

University. After Oxford he joined the US. 

Army where he rose to the rank of Captain 

as a helicopter pilot. He then was offered a 

position as professor at West Point. His 

family must have been really proud of him 

your thinking.  

That was until Kris said he had something 

he wanted to tell them. He told them he 

had decided he would take a new job offer 

– as a janitor sweeping the floors for a 

company and was going to stay at a run-

down tenement house in Nashville. He told 

his family the only thing he wanted to do 

in life was be a song writer.  

The name of that company that was about 

to employ its newest floor sweeper, was 

none other than Columbia Records.  

While there he watched Bob Dylan record 

“Blond on Blond”, but never mustered up 

the courage to say hello. He did, however, 

meet another one of his idols, Jonny Cash. 

He would study Cash through the glass 

window when Johnny was recording.  

Cash only knew him as the guy who swept 

the floors. Kris was already at this point a 

prolific songwriter and was desperate to 

get some of his tapes of his songs  to 

“Sunday Morning Coming Down” 
By Frederick Folklorist 



 

Pull Up A Chair…  Page 2 
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Johnny Cash, but knew that he’d get fired if 

his employers ever caught him. He started 

talking to Johnny’s wife, June Carter and the 

two hit it off. Kristofferson and June Carter 

devised a plan. She would sneak some tapes 

of the songs home in her purse and, when the 

time was right, try and get Johnny to listen to 

them.  

This would usually be later in the evening 

when things had settled down and June would 

pop one in the tape machine that was in their 

bedroom. Every time she would play one for 

Johnny he would listen, and then go over and 

chuck the tape in the lake that was just outside 

their window. 

After one night of listening to “Sunday Morn-

ing Coming Down”, Johnny Cash didn’t 

throw the tape out the window. He turned to 

June and said “That’s a pretty good song.” 

June told Kris, but nothing seemed to come of 

it. Johnny showed no interest in doing any-

thing with it. When Kristofferson found out 

from June that it just wasn’t working out, Kris 

decided that desperate times called for desper-

ate measures.  

At the time Kristofferson was also working as 

a part-time helicopter pilot for the Army Re-

serve to make ends meet. On a routine train-

ing mission while flying over Nashville, Kris 

veered off his course and headed for the 

Cash’s home on Old Hickory Lake. After 

landing the chopper right on Johnny Cash’s 

lawn, he walked up to the front door with the 

demo tape of “Sunday Morning Coming 

Down” in his hand.  

Johnny Cash went on to record the song live 

on the “Johnny Cash Show” which was broad-

casting from the famous Ryman Auditorium 

in Nashville. At the end of the song he an-

nounced to the crowd and to everyone 

watching on TV that the song was written by 

a young new songwriter named Kris Kristof-

ferson and everyone should remember his 

name. And as they say…. the rest is history.  

Listen now to Johnny Cash, Waylon 

Jennings, Willy Nelson and Kris Kristoffer-

son sing a song that each of them can relate 

to – “Sunday Morning Coming Down.”  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=r0ARfcJvJ68  
 

 

Next Month: Brandi Carlile 
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Classified ads are free to FAME members in good 
standing and will run for two consecutive months unless 

renewed in writing.   

Eligible advertisements include the following categories: 

Members who would like to buy, sell, or trade their 
musical instruments and musical equipment 

Members who are seeking out other musicians to play 
with - or members seeking out other musicians for the 

purpose of starting a band together 

Members offering private musical instruction and 
instrument lessons  

Members promoting upcoming gigs or concerts 

All transactions are strictly between the buyer and the 
seller, FAME only posts the advertisement.  The Sound 
Post editor reserves the right to reject any ad deemed to 

be commercial in nature, or not consistent with 
F.A.M.E.’s goals and overall mission. 

Submit your requests for a classified ad to 
samandkatherine@comcast.net 
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Wanted—Board members for the FAME Board.  Meetings once 

a month.  Help us keep acoustic music alive in Frederick 

County.  



 

    

 

 

Frederick Acoustic Music Enterprise (F.A.M.E.) is a 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion. Donations may be tax deductible if you itemize deductions. 

 FAME Board of Directors 
 

Sam Ott  ……………...President 

Dave Ott ……………..Treasurer 

Max Honn …………...Secretary 

Dori Bailin  ………….Organizer 

Dave Koronet …..Social Media 

Tom Kohlhepp ………Publicity 

Don Barber ………..Newsletter 

Hank Kobrinski .Scholarships 

and Workshops 

F.A.M.E. Goals: 
 

  To nurture, promote, and preserve original and traditional 
acoustic music of all genres in Frederick and Frederick County 
through live music, education, and community outreach. 
 
  To educate aspiring musicians and the general public about all 
aspects of original and traditional  acoustic music of all genres via 
workshops, open mics,  showcases, and concerts. 
 
  To reach out to the community via workshops and concerts, 
especially through schools and youth organizations and the setting 
up of mentoring opportunities for young and aspiring acoustic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please mail to: F.A.M.E. Membership, 5181 Holter Road, Jefferson, MD 21755 

Questions: (301) 788-3066 

Annual membership is for 12 months 

Name: __________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________________ 

State: ________ ZIP Code: __________________________ 

Phone: __________________________________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

Membership  Level: 

______________________ 

Amount Enclosed: 

$ ___________ . OO 

Date: __________________ 

All active members receive a copy of the monthly newsletter via email.  
Non-members and members who do not use email may check out past 

newsletters at www.frederickacoustic.org. 

Membership levels: Regular Membership $35 Student $10 

Senior (65+) $10 Family (up to 4) $60  Lifetime Membership $495 

All Regular and Lifetime members attend the annual F.A.M.E. picnic at no charge. 
Senior and student members and guests are welcome to attend at cost. 
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