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Notes From The President Page 2 

Follow FAME on Facebook to keep up with  current events: 
 

https://www.facebook.com/FrederickAcousticFAME/ 
 

The new FAME website is up and running with new features in-
cluding membership renewal… 

 
www.frederickacoustic.org 

first Wednesday of each month 

and are held at Lough Memori-

als. 

 

Sincerely, 

Sam Ott 

Greetings FAME members, 

 

Well warm weather is upon us and 

it appears people are starting to 

head outside in larger numbers, 

restaurants can open for dining but 

with reduced table availability and 

some still have not opened back 

up.  Unfortunately, this means 

most musicians are still being 

sidelined for the time being. I 

know personally all our gigs have 

been cancelled through the middle 

of July, to date.  In the meantime 

keep supporting and checking out 

musicians online.  We will keep 

you posted through the Facebook 

page and website as soon as we 

are able to start the FAME open 

mic and song circle activities. 

Board meetings are open to the 

public, and generally occur the 



 

Wispy Mop Music  Podcast Series Page 3 

 

I have heard that some Virginia wineries and breweries will begin live music 
with outdoor seating soon.  That being said, Virginia has seen an uptick 
in COVID-19 cases lately and will require masks in indoor public places starting 
on Friday, May 28th, so check with venues before heading out. 
Here in Frederick County, we are still in the midst of social distancing and wear-
ing face masks in public (stores, offices, etc). 
 
Many local/regional musicians continue to produce online concerts on Face-
book, Instagram or YouTube.  Here is a list of several: 
Joe Murray, Willie Barry, Michelle Swan, Damion Wolfe, Ken De-
mith, Michelle Hannan, Michael Arthur 
 
There are probably many more, so if you have a favorite local/regional per-
former, check their social media sites for days & times of performances. 
Two new shows are now active on Wispy Mop Music Acoustic Radio Pod-
cast      wispymopmusic.podbean.com 
 
 - Les Hatley - Maryland Entertainment Hall of Fame guitarist who has opened 
for Roberta Flack, Gary U.S. Bonds, Steppenwolf and more discusses his musi-
cal history and life after suffering a stroke and fighting cancer.  
  
 - Sammie J - Middletown MD based singer-songwriter talks about singing from 
a young age, attending the Rock School, entering the Chord  of Courage song-
writing competition, acquiring guitars and recording in her basement studio. 
Stay healthy and enjoy music however you choose to. 

http://wispymopmusic.podbean.com/


 

Reflections From A Podcaster 
By Dave Koronet (Page 1) 

Todd C. Walker has been an important, visible presence on Frederick’s acoustic music 

scene for a number of years. He recently started a podcast, which you can find at 

wispymopmusic.podbean.com (you may need to download the app). It is fascinating 

listening.  Todd recently spoke with me about the podcast. 

 

What can people expect to hear when they tune into the blog? 

 

Each podcast is basically a conversation.  Over the years I have had to opportunity to 

work with many local, regional and national acoustic performers, but unfortunately I 

haven't had the chance to have a long conversation with most of them.  The podcast 

series is my way of getting to know them.  I love back-stories and the best way I know 

of to discover someone's back-story is to have a conversation.  I figured that since I'm 

interested, other folks might be also, thus my reasoning for producing a podcast.  

 

What do you think might surprise listeners when they tune in? 

 

I assumed that most guitar players would state that a guitar was their first instrument.  I 

am/was so surprised to discover that that isn't necessarily the case.   

 

Many of the interviews have been with the founding members of F.A.M.E. What sorts of 

things would someone who has discovered F.A.M.E. more recently learn about it 

through the podcast? 

 

For the first podcast I interviewed Rick Hill, the founding father of Frederick Acoustic 

Music Enterprise (F.A.M.E.).  During the interview, he explained his reason for wanting 

to form an organization that would benefit people who enjoy acoustic music. Although I 

was one of the founding members and present at all the early brainstorming sessions, I 

learned more about his passion for acoustic music and his motivation to start what 

became F.A.M.E., so I would suggest new members listen to his interview (Show # 1).  

 

What was the original inspiration for doing the blog? 

 

Basically, I love speaking into microphones... always have.   As a kid I thought it would 

be cool to be a radio DJ.  During the mid-1980's I was fortunate to do an 11PM to 7AM 

shift at the local radio AM radio station in Orleans, MA, the main radio station that 

aired my surf shop commercials.  For the past 10+ years I have wanted to do an online 
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By Dave Koronet (Page 2) 

radio show, but it seemed daunting.  After researching podcasting, I decided I could 

combine my love for microphones, acoustic music and interesting people.  And I 

thought it might be a nice way for F.A.M.E. members to learn more about the 

motivation behind the forming of F.A.M.E. during the initial shows . 

 

What is your favorite part of doing the blog? 

 

I enjoy hearing about the musical journey, whether it's from an early age or later in 

life.  Especially that magic moment that switched on the passion. 

 

Anything else you feel is important to mention in the article? 

 

The Wispy Mop Music Acoustic Radio Podcast Series is available on the website 

(wispymopmusic.podbean.com) and either iTunes or Apple Podcasts. 

There are so many talented acoustic musicians, recording engineers, etc in the greater 

Frederick/Baltimore/DC & Virginia area. Many rarely get to tell their story.  I hope 

listeners will enjoy listening and learning.  If the musicians gain a few new fans, all the 

better.   

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Todd C. Walker is one of the founding members of F.A.M.E. He has hosted a Sunday 

Songwriters Open Stage at the Frederick Coffee Company, and has been a host for a 

number of Open Mics at Dublin Roasters, Serendipity Market, and the Frederick Coffee 

Company.  

 

Among those interviewed by Todd on the podcast are F.A.M.E. founding members Rick 

Hill, Rod Deacey, Tomy Wright, and Doug Alan Wilcox, as well as current F.A.M.E. 

Board member Max Honn.  
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‘Guest Geek’ Gear Review (Pg 1) 
By Todd Walker 

Many musicians have been creative during 

the past six-eight weeks of self-quarantine 

from COVID-19, either posting live 

concerts on Facebook, Instagram or 

YouTube.   Some singer-songwriters, 

figuring the downtime was a good period 

to create, have recorded songs in their 

home studios.   

 

Sammie J and Doug Alan Wilcox are two 

singer-songwriters who produce and record 

their own music.  Sammie J, who was 

recently on the Wispy Mop Music Acoustic 

Radio Podcast Series, recorded both of the 

songs played on the podcast ('Nostalgia' & 

'Honey') using a Focusrite interface and 

Focusrite microphone plugged into her 

laptop.  Both songs sound professionally 

done.  I was so impressed by the sound 

quality that I decided to review the 

Focusrite for this issue of the Sound Post. 

 

Focusrite (focusrite.com) produces 

interfaces for recording use.  An interface 

allows a standard, non-USB microphone to 

be used to record on a computer.  Being 

one of the more affordable and easy to 

obtain, the Focusrite's are extremely 

popular.  For this review I'll take a look at 

the Focusrite Scarlett 2i2 Studio Pack (Gen 
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3), which sells for $269.99 at 

Sweetwater, Guitar Center, etc. 

 

The Focusrite 2i2 pack includes the 

Focusrite 2i2 USB 2.0 Audio Interface 

(with 2 mic/line/instrument inputs), a 

Focusrite Scarlett condenser microphone, 

headphones, a mic cable and bundled 

software for Mac or Windows, basically 

everything you would need except an 

instrument and computer.   

 

The interface connects to the computer 

via USB and gets it's power from the 

computer, so no extra electrical cable is 

needed. 

 

Sammie J began recording using Apple's 

GarageBands software that is a free 

download from Apple and included on 

most new Apple computers.   

 

She has since upgraded to Apple's Logic 

Pro X, which is basically GarageBands 

on steroids, but like GarageBands, quite 

easy to navigate. 

 

I'm a big fan of bundle packaging offered 

by retailers since the cost is usually less 

than if the items in the bundle are 

purchased separately.  

 

Also, an engineer has pre-determined that 

the items included in the bundle are 

compatible so the user will have fewer 

problems during set-up and use. 
 



 

‘Guest Geek’ Gear Review (Pg 2)  
By Todd Walker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rather than go into detail about unboxing, set-up and use, there are plenty of 

YouTube tutorials to view that can do a much better job than I can.  Here are two: 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kGb7C9g-85E  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8kEpo3FadJ4 

 

Realizing how confusing purchasing home recording studio gear can be, the 

Focusrite 2i2 Studio bundle is a terrific product offering.  At just $269.99 it is a 

deal and half (as we used to say).  I give it a hearty 2-Thumbs Up. 

 

Now go make some music !  
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Pull Up A Chair…  Page 1 

Brandi Carlile was never on my radar 

until I saw her at Merriweather recently. 

That’s no surprise, because even though 

she was signed to a record contract by 

Colombia in 2005 and was named by 

Rolling Stone magazine in 2006 as one of 

the artists to watch, she remained largely 

unknown to the public. 

 

Born in a rural town outside of Seattle 

WA. in 1981 Brandi was surrounded by 

music, mostly Country. In fact, not only 

was her early start as a backup singer for 

an Elvis impersonator, she would often 

dress up as Patsy Cline when she would 

go to school.  

 

She self-taught herself to play the piano 

and the guitar, and after being diagnosed 

with attention-deficit disorder as a teen, 

Brandi dropped out of high school to try 

and make a go of it in the music business. 

 

She played anywhere she could get a gig, 

including pretty much every bar and 

honky tonk in the Seattle area. It was 

there that she first heard a group called 

“The Fighting Machinists”. After the 

band broke up, she asked the two twin 

brothers in the band, Tim and Phil 
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Hanseroth to join her. They hit it off 

so well they decided that they needed 

to test the waters outside of the 

Pacific Northwest. They slowly 

started to build a following as they 

opened for people such as Dave 

Matthews, Shawn Colvin, Tori Amos 

and India Arie.  

 

In 2008 her song “The Story” was 

featured in the General Motors 

commercial that was shown on TV 

during the Olympics. The same year 

three of her songs “Tragedy”, “What 

can I say” and “Throw it away” were 

all featured in episodes of the TV 

drama “Grey’s Anatomy”.  

 

That exposure helped to move her 

into a position to begin solo touring 

across the county. Still with all that 

going for her Brandi was still finding 

it difficult to get on the “A” list of 

female performers.  

 

Then in 2015 it finally happened. 

Brandi Carlile was nominated for her 

first Grammy Award. This would be 

shadows of things to come. 

“Brandi Carlile” 
By Frederick Folklorist 
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In 2019 she would be nominated for 6 

Grammy Awards, the most of any fe-

male singer that night. Brandi would 

walk away with 3 Grammys that year 

including Best Country Album and Best 

Country song of the year. In 2020 she 

was nominated for 5 Grammys and 

would win 3 awards. However, the thing 

that everyone would remember would 

not be her awards she would win, but 

the song she would sing at the 2019 

Grammys.  

 

She blasted her song, “The Joke”, which 

shook the entire house to the core. 

Brandi wrote the song in response to the 

2016 Presidential Election. It wasn’t an 

attack on Donald Trump necessarily, it 

was an attack on the climate that she felt 

in how people were being treated and 

made to feel less than and unloved. The 

chorus goes…”Let em’ laugh while they 

can – Let em’ spin, Let em’ scatter in the 

wind – I’ve been to the movies, I’ve 

seen how it ends – And the jokes on 

them . 

 

A couple of things I want to tell you be-

fore I have you listen to this perform-

ance. First, remember how I told you 

that Brandi first meet the Hanseroth 

twins when she was 17 years old. Well, 

they’re still playing together after 22 

years and best friends. In fact, Phil mar-

ried Brandi’s sister. The other thing I 

find interesting and telling as to the 

character of Brandi Carlile is that from 

day one it was decided that each mem-

ber of the group would get the same 

amount of money. That means that 

even now when she sells out a stadium 

and sings for 2 straight hours the two 

brothers playing guitars behind her 

each make the same as Brandi does.  

 

Almost always the star of the show 

will get the lion’s share of the money, 

with the rest split with the band, but 

fair is fair with Brandi Carlile. Finally, 

I love it when performers write their 

own songs and Brandi checks that box.  

 

Listen now to the Grammy perform-

ance of “The Joke” I was talking 

about. If you get the chance, please lis-

ten to one of her other songs, and one 

of my favorites called “The Mother”. 

So here you go – “The Joke”, by 

Brandi Carlile.  

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KJqL1yIm9e0  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KJqL1yIm9e0
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Greetings fellow folkies from the Man on the Line 
Music “In the Basement” performance space, which 
has doubled as my “work from home” office these 
past two months, enjoying a tall cup of Dublin 
Roasters half Caf/Decaf, bullet proof coffee and 
cream. Although we haven’t have a Traditional Folk 
Song Circle at Dublin Roasters for three months, my 
biorhythms haven’t adjusted and on second 
Saturdays I still want to head to the storage shed, 
pick up the Sing Out! Rise Up Singing Group 
Songbooks, F.A.M.E. signage, and meet my sisters and brothers in our 
spacious, new, Dublin’s Down Under meeting room.  
 
Despite Frederick County guidelines, I don’t know when we can safely 
resume gathering again as we have been accustomed. So until we meet 
again in F.A.M.E. fellowship on our quest to reach 800 previously unsung 
songs, hopefully soon, for Pete’s sake, stay safe and be well! 
 
Traditionally, 
Tomy 
You all are my Sunshine  

   Page 10  Page 10 Page 10   Traditional Folk Song Circle  by Tomy Wright  (Pg 1) 
 

Dublin Roasters, 1780 N. Market Street, Frederick 
Second Saturday of each month, 1-3 p.m. 
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Classified ads are free to FAME members in good 
standing and will run for two consecutive months unless 

renewed in writing.   

Eligible advertisements include the following categories: 

Members who would like to buy, sell, or trade their 
musical instruments and musical equipment 

Members who are seeking out other musicians to play 
with - or members seeking out other musicians for the 

purpose of starting a band together 

Members offering private musical instruction and 
instrument lessons  

Members promoting upcoming gigs or concerts 

All transactions are strictly between the buyer and the 
seller, FAME only posts the advertisement.  The Sound 
Post editor reserves the right to reject any ad deemed to 

be commercial in nature, or not consistent with 
F.A.M.E.’s goals and overall mission. 

Submit your requests for a classified ad to 
samandkatherine@comcast.net 
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Wanted—Board members for the FAME Board.  Meetings once 

a month.  Help us keep acoustic music alive in Frederick 

County.  



 

    

 

 

Frederick Acoustic Music Enterprise (F.A.M.E.) is a 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion. Donations may be tax deductible if you itemize deductions. 

 FAME Board of Directors 
 

Sam Ott  ……………...President 

Dave Ott ……………..Treasurer 

Max Honn …………...Secretary 

Dori Bailin  ………….Organizer 

Dave Koronet …..Social Media 

Don Barber ………..Newsletter 

Hank Kobrinski .Scholarships 

and Workshops 

 

F.A.M.E. Goals: 
 

  To nurture, promote, and preserve original and traditional 
acoustic music of all genres in Frederick and Frederick County 
through live music, education, and community outreach. 
 
  To educate aspiring musicians and the general public about all 
aspects of original and traditional  acoustic music of all genres via 
workshops, open mics,  showcases, and concerts. 
 
  To reach out to the community via workshops and concerts, 
especially through schools and youth organizations and the setting 
up of mentoring opportunities for young and aspiring acoustic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please mail to: F.A.M.E. Membership, 5181 Holter Road, Jefferson, MD 21755 

Questions: (301) 788-3066 

Annual membership is for 12 months 

Name: __________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________________ 

State: ________ ZIP Code: __________________________ 

Phone: __________________________________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

Membership  Level: 

______________________ 

Amount Enclosed: 

$ ___________ . OO 

Date: __________________ 

All active members receive a copy of the monthly newsletter via email.  
Non-members and members who do not use email may check out past 

newsletters at www.frederickacoustic.org. 

Membership levels: Regular Membership $35 Student $10 

Senior (65+) $10 Family (up to 4) $60  Lifetime Membership $495 

All Regular and Lifetime members attend the annual F.A.M.E. picnic at no charge. 
Senior and student members and guests are welcome to attend at cost. 
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