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Follow FAME on Facebook to keep up with  current events: 
 

https://www.facebook.com/FrederickAcousticFAME/ 
 

The new FAME website is up and running with new features in-
cluding membership renewal… 

 
www.frederickacoustic.org 

we are close to getting there.  Stay Safe 

and Healthy. 

Board meetings are open to the public, and 

generally occur the first Wednesday of 

each month and are held at Lough Memo-

rials. Our next Meeting will be held virtu-

ally on Wednesday, July 8th. If you wish to 

join please let me or any board member 

know and we can send you the meeting re-

quest. 

 

Sincerely, 

Sam Ott 

 

Greetings, 

 

Summer is upon us and slowly live music is 

beginning again.  Several wineries and a few 

other venues have started back up with their 

entertainment schedules. Make sure to check 

out our schedule of events.  We will do our 

best to get those posted as we are made 

aware.  If you have an event to post on our 

Facebook page email Kathleen Dorsey  

(kdorsey40@gmail.com).  Song circle gath-

erings are still on hiatus, however Tomy 

Wright is looking to try a virtual song circle 

in the coming months so check his article for 

information about that. 

July 4th Elk Run FAME members will be 

providing music from 1-4 pm.  See our 

Facebook page or contact Dr. Dave Koronet 

for details. 

The board decided at last months meeting 

not to have an annual picnic this year due to 

social distancing logistics, etc, so I will be 

preparing an annual report to the member-

ship on the state of FAME and distributing 

that in August as a separate email from the 

Newsletter. 

Thank you to everyone for supporting 

FAME during this difficult year. I believe 

there is a light at the end of the tunnel, and 

mailto:kdorsey40@gmail.com
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                                                             MUSIC MUSINGS 

LIVE acoustic music is alive and well in the greater Frederick (MD) area... well, somewhat.  At this 

point it's outdoor performances only, but it is a small positive step toward normalcy.  As reported last 

month, winery and farm brewery venues are all we can count on until the foreseeable future, although 

the Worman's Mill Village Center now has Friday, Saturday and Sunday live music (all genres). 

 

They have opened up the Village Center park area for outdoor dining and music listening (Friday eve-

ning, Saturday evening and Sunday afternoon).  What a fun and relaxing old-time throw-back type of 

event – I'm looking forward to good food and good music. 

 

I watched an interesting YouTube video yesterday – 'I Built A Guitar Out of a Shelf During Lock-

down!' ( www.youtube.com/watch?v=jXdKAwHSe6M )  Although the gentleman builds a semi-

hollow body guitar (not an acoustic), the video gave me an understanding of the many small steps 

needed to make a guitar.  I now have a better feel for why quality guitars cost what they do, especially 

custom guitars – it's definitely time plus cost of materials, but mostly the time spent.  I would not have 

the patience for the many time-consuming construction details, nor the talent.  To get a firsthand ac-

count of building instruments, tune into the podcast interview with local artisan guitar builder 

F.A.M.E. Member Michael O'Brien.  How Michael finds time to build instruments, shoe horses, re-

model his house and spend time with his family I will never know.  He must have more than 24-hours 

in each of his days. 

 

I discovered Orangewood Guitars online recently.  The company advertises full-size solid top acous-

tic guitar starting at $195.  What?  Is that a typo?  Nope.  I refer you to this month's Guest Gear Geek 

article for details. 

 

D'Addario is now selling two sizes of guitar picks made out of Casein that are advertised as the clos-

est thing to Tortoise Shell guitar picks (now illegal) coveted by jazz guitarists for decades.  They are 

pricey, but it might be fun to test them.  Check them out online. 

If you are enjoying the Wispy Mop Music Acoustic Radio Podcast Series, check out the newest 

shows featuring Dr Doug Smith of Shab Row Recording Studio, Sam & Katherine Ott of Safe Har-

bor and the soon to air interview with performing songwriter Mark McKay. 

 

           www.wispymopmusic.podbean.com or tune in on iTunes or Apple Podcasts  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jXdKAwHSe6M


 

FAME Winery Visit Trifecta 
           By Donald Barber (Page 1) 

Marjorie and I took full advantage of the Phase 3 opening of restaurants and other 

venues in Frederick County.  On June 6th we visited the FAME event with John “The 

Troubadour” Durant at the Catoctin Breeze Winery in Thurmont Maryland..  It was our 

first outing during the stay-at-home pandemic other than shopping for food.  The name 

of the winery is appropriate as we enjoyed the cool breeze that swept down from the 

Catoctin Mountains in the distance while listening to the music melodies of the 

Frederick Legend John Durant. 

 

On June 26th we visited the Elk Run Winery in Mount Airy Maryland.  While we did 

not see any elk, we lounged in the scenic floral environment while listening to the easy 

on the ears music assortment of Michelle Swan & Friends.  Michelle’s friends were 

Jillian Matundun, and Kathleen Huber & Valeria Stewart of the duet Luna. 

 

On the 27th, to close out the month of June, we visited the Red Shedman Farm Brewery 

& Hop Yard at the Linganore Winery in Mount Airy.  On tap, in addition to the wine and 

beer, was a concert by Safe Harbor with FAME President Sam Ott & Katherine Ott, 

who entertained the crowd with their wide assortment of musical numbers. 

 

                                               Catoctin Breeze Winery 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 4 



 

FAME Winery Visit Trifecta 
By Donald Barber (Page 2) 

                                                      Elk Run Winery  

 
                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                        Red Shedman at Linganore Winery 
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‘Guest Geek’ Gear Review (Page 1) 
By Todd Walker 

Can $195 Buy A Good Acoustic Guitar? 

 

Orangewood Guitars of California sells full-

sized acoustic guitars, travel-size acoustic 

guitars, ukuleles, a bartione acoustic guitar 

and a jumbo-size acoustic guitar.  Starting 

price for the full-sized acoustic guitar (grand 

concert or dreadnaught size) with either a 

Solid Spruce top or Solid Mahogany top (with 

layered back & sides) is a mere $195.  Hey, 

$195 will buy a group of four a decent dinner 

at a nice restaurant with maybe one glass of 

wine or beer each.  But an honest-to-goodness 

playable, sound good guitar?  Yep, so they 

claim.  We have to check this out. 

 

Checking the website, Orangewood Guitars 

(www.orangewoodguitars.com) shows their 

full line-up of offerings in their products 

section.  First listed on the upper left is their 

Accessory Kit ($20) that includes a capo, 

guitar picks, tuner, guitar strap, string winder, 

chord chart and wiping cloth.  Yep, all that for 

just $20 – that is a good deal right out of the 

box (no pun intended).  Next to the Accessory 

Kit on the upper right of the page is their 

Austen dreadnaught guitar listed at $195 

(Solid Spruce top w/layered Mahogany back/

sides).  I know I've already asked the 

question, but can they really build and sell a 

playable good-sounding guitar for $195?  

That's the claim. 
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Other models are listed, in four basic price 

ranges - $195, $295, $695, $995.  The two 

lower-priced models have layered back/side 

wood, the two higher-priced are all solid 

wood guitars.  Thrown into the mix at 

slightly higher prices are the models with 

Fishman Flex EQ pickup installed.  Note 

that the quoted prices do not include a hard 

shell case, but a gig bag is included.  Hmm... 

almost unbelievable. 

 

Let's look at the specs of the Oliver model 

(grand concert size) with Solid Spruce top 

and layered Mahogany back/sides, priced at 

$195: 

Strings: Ernie Ball Earthwood Medium 

Light 

Electronics:  n/a 

Tuners: Chrome Die-Cast 

Neck Shape: C 

Scale Length: 25.5” 

Nut/Saddle:  Bone 

Nut Width:  44mm (1.73228 inches) 

Bracing: Scalloped X 

Finish: Satin 

Lower Bout Width: 15 3/4”  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Orangewood Brooklyn Spruce Solid 

Top Acoustic Guitar 
 

http://www.orangewoodguitars.com/


 

‘Guest Geek’ Gear Review (Page 2)  
By Todd Walker 

These same specs could be used for 

many major brand guitars selling for 

much more dinero, all of which would 

have synthetic nuts & saddles, not bone. 

 

So, how do Orangewood Guitars sound?  

How do they play?  Well, I have not had 

the chance to play one in-person, so let's 

go to the video tape.  The website has 

videos, but you can also Google 

'Orangewood Guitars Review' and you'll 

see typical un-boxing videos and several 

done by professional musicians.  

Feedback is that the guitars are well 

made and set up nicely.  Sound?  Well, 

finger-style videos sound quite good, 

but who knows if the sound has been 

enhanced in post production (some yes, 

some no).  Strummed, to my ears the 

guitars sound modern bright and a little 

thin on some of the reviews.  But, for 

$195-$295, I must admit they sound 

appreciatively better than my $88 

Recording King that I purchased on 

Ebay. 

 

Orangewood Guitars are designed in 

Orange, CA and built overseas, most 

likely in China, which probably 

accounts for current inventory to be 

95% sold out.  I'm fairly certain that 

delivery from China has been slowed by 

the current COVID-19 worldwide 

situation.  That being said, they do have 
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several models available (as of June 

26). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Orangewood Oliver Mahogany Solid 

Top Grand Concert Acoustic Guitar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

     Orangewood Oliver Spruce195 

 

What do I think?  Well, based on the 

website videos and online reviews, I'd 

give Orangewood Guitars a 'thumbs 

up'.  Once I've played one, I may 

modify that. 

 

Now go make some music! 



 

Pull Up A Chair (Page 1) 

You know some songs you hear, and you think, 

“Ok not bad”. Then you learn some of the back 

story to the song and you say to yourself, “Oh 

that’s cool, I need to listen to that song again.” 

I’ll bet this song is going to be one of them.  

 

After nearly a decade of playing small clubs 

and coffee houses in the LA area Marc Cohn 

was having a midlife crisis at 28 years old. He 

decided that the reason no label was going to 

sign him was because he hadn’t written a great 

song yet. James Taylor had written “Fire and 

Rain” when he was 18 and Jackson Brown had 

written “These Days” when he was only 17. He 

was pretty much thinking that if he hadn’t been 

inspired to write his big song by now, then it 

wasn’t going to happen.  

 

He remembered that James Taylor said that he 

got over writer’s block by going somewhere he 

had never been before. Cohn had never been to 

Memphis and figured, “why not?” When he 

told his friend that he was going his friend told 

him that he needed to do two things when he 

got to Memphis. 

 

One, he needed to go to the Full Gospel 

Tabernacle Church for Sunday service with the 

Reverend, Al Green…. yes, that Al Green…. 

winner of 11 Grammy Awards. He was so 

moved after hearing Reverend Al Green preach 

that he started to cry and had chills running up 

and down his spine. He later said that is was 

one of the great experiences of his life.  
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The second thing he needed to do was to 

go to the Hollywood Café, about 30 miles 

outside of Memphis on Friday night to 

hear a retired schoolteacher sing. In the 

desolate Delta around Memphis Marc 

Cohn saw a sign that said “Hollywood”, 

which turned out to be the Hollywood café 

he was looking for. It was a small diner/

music joint just over the Tenn. state line in 

Mississippi. As he entered the place, he 

immediately smelled catfish coming from 

the kitchen and noticed a black lady in her 

70’s named Muriel playing an old piano up 

on stage. After watching Muriel play a 

variety of spirituals and Hoagy Carmichael 

songs for about 90 minutes, he spoke with 

her when she took a break.  

 

Cohn’s mother died when he was just two 

years old, and he lost his father at the age 

of 12. He spent a lot of time reconciling 

his childhood, which often comes out in 

his songs. Speaking with Muriel, he got 

maybe the best therapy of his life. She was 

really curious and seemed to have some 

kind of intuition about him and he ended 

up telling her about his family, parents and 

how he was a musician looking for a 

record deal, he really opened up his soul 

and laid it bare. Then at about 2:00am she 

asked him to sing with her. They hardly 

knew any of the same songs, but she kept 

feeding him the lyrics.  

“Walking In Memphis” 
By Frederick Folklorist 



 

Pull Up A Chair (Page 2) 
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They finished the night off with “Amazing 

Grace” Then at the end, as the people who 

stayed were clapping, she leans over and 

whispers in Marc Cohn’s ear, “You’ve got to 

let go of your mother child. She didn’t mean 

to die. She’s where she’s got to be and you’re 

where you’ve got to be. Child, it’s time for 

you to move on.” He said it was as if his own 

mother was whispering in his ear. He went 

back home transformed forever. He knew now 

that he had the song he was waiting for.  

 

Cohn mentions Beale Street and W.C. Handy. 

Beale Street is the street in Memphis where 

B.B. King and Handy cut their chops playing 

the blues. They were two of the most famous 

blues musicians of their era. Cohn also men-

tions “Security didn’t see him.” That was a 

reference to the time that Bruch Springsteen 

scaled the wall at Graceland trying to deliver a 

song he wrote for Elvis. Elvis had left the 

building.  

 

The Hollywood Café is still there. You drive 

right past it to go to the casinos now located 

down the street. Muriel and Marc kept in 

touch through the years, she even attended his 

wedding. Sadly, Muriel Wilkins died in 1990 

a year before “Walking in Memphis” was re-

leased.  

 

At the 34th Grammy Awards in Feb. 1992 

“Walking in Memphis” was nominated for 

Song of the Year, and Marc was nominated for 

the Best Pop Male Vocalist for the same song. 

The highlight of the that night for Marc was 

when he won the Grammy for the Best New 

Artist of 1991.  

 

Somewhere Muriel was looking down from 

Heaven whispering in Marc’s ear, “You’re 

Mother here with me and she’s proud of 

you, you’re where you should be child.” Lis-

ten to “Walking in Memphis” like you never 

have before. 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PgRafRp-P-o  

 

 

Next Month: Will indoor concerts ever be 

the same? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PgRafRp-P-o
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Traditional Folk Song Circle News 
 

Since our last month’s edition, the Songwriters’ Association 
of Washington (SAW) President and F.A.M.E. member Jay 
Keating gave me the opportunity as a SAW Board member, 
to virtually test our beloved song circle concept for this year’s 
SAW Community Day on June 20

th
 as part of their multiple 

Zoom-enabled event. “Well, we can’t meet in person but 
we’re bringing Community Day to you this year”. Take your 
pick from among a slew of great online songwriting and 
music workshops - there is something for everyone. Register 
for each Zoom class and you will be sent information about how to access the 
workshop that Jay posted on the SAW website. 
 
As I envisioned, this SAW song circle was a chance to participate in a group “sing-a-
long” from songs from the Sing Out! Rise Up Singing {RUS] Group Song Book, 
hoping participants would choose before hand from the some 1200 songs we 
routinely sing. Based on our Dublin Roasters’ event, I anticipated the SAW 
participants would also probably get through some 25, however, we only managed 15 
songs, plus an original, which was still a major accomplishment: 
 

You Are my Sunshine 
Oh What a Beautiful Morning 
Turn, Turn, Turn, (Caron Dale) 
Those Were the Days (Shared parts) 
Let's Get Together  
Country Roads, (Christine French) 
This Land is Your Land, (Jeff Silberberg) 
Guantanamera, (Virginia Javita) 
Home on the Range 
Amazing Grace, (Virginia Javita) 
Morning Has Broken (Shared parts) 
500 Miles 
John B. Sails (Sloop John B), (Dan Mack) 
Siempre,( Allison Sutherland), her original previous Mid-Atlantic Song Contest award 
winning song 

   Page 10  Page 10 Page 10   Traditional Folk Song Circle  by Tomy Wright  (Pg 1) 
 

Dublin Roasters, 1780 N. Market Street, Frederick 
Second Saturday of each month, 1-3 p.m. 
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http://www.dublinroasterscoffee.com/
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Edelweiss 
Kumbaya,  (Shared parts) 
 

Although each registrant was welcomed to select one song they could lead, 
collectively there was much reticence on this altered format for our non-self 
accompanied participants who basically had to sing solo, A cappella. Technically, 
Zoom limits normal group singing. However, what we learned on the fly, thanks to 
Caron Dale, taking turns singing a verse or chorus, took some of the pressure off 
one person leading. Understandably so, as we are not all solo performers and 
seeing ourselves on the computer screen was even daunting for me!  But congrats 
to all who dipped their toes in the 21

st
 Century technical pool. Woohoo! I will say 

for our first, unofficial, joint SAW-F.A.M.E, RUS Song Circle, we succeeded in 
creating a virtual Community campfire without bugs. 
 

Thanks to F.A.M.E. Song Circle members Dori Bailin, Caron Dale, Carol Liebman, 
and Virginia Javita for leading the way. And special shout out to SAW “Technical 
Guy” Dan Mack, who shepherded me through.  
 

Now that we have accomplished this feat and, given the uncertain re-opening of 
Dublin Roasters Down Under—with participant comfort level, both organizations’ 
presidents have approved future, joint-Zoom efforts. We would like to know how 
many of you would like to participate. This next event would only be an hour long 
for now, between 1 & 2pm. We are looking for a minimum of ten (10) active 
participants. A Zoom invitation with specific guidelines will be emailed to you and 
published on both websites. Anticipate this next event would be on a second 
Saturday, tentatively August 8th. Please reply by July 11

th
. 

 

Truly, “For the times they are a changing”.  Thanks to all, Stay safe and be well. 
 

”You [all] are my Sunshine! 
 Tomy 
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Traditional Folk Song Circle (Pg 2) 
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Classified ads are free to FAME members in good 
standing and will run for two consecutive months unless 

renewed in writing.   

Eligible advertisements include the following categories: 

Members who would like to buy, sell, or trade their 
musical instruments and musical equipment 

Members who are seeking out other musicians to play 
with - or members seeking out other musicians for the 

purpose of starting a band together 

Members offering private musical instruction and 
instrument lessons  

Members promoting upcoming gigs or concerts 

All transactions are strictly between the buyer and the 
seller, FAME only posts the advertisement.  The Sound 
Post editor reserves the right to reject any ad deemed to 

be commercial in nature, or not consistent with 
F.A.M.E.’s goals and overall mission. 

Submit your requests for a classified ad to 
samandkatherine@comcast.net 
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Wanted—Board members for the FAME Board.  Meetings once 

a month.  Help us keep acoustic music alive in Frederick 

County.  



 

    

 

 

Frederick Acoustic Music Enterprise (F.A.M.E.) is a 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion. Donations may be tax deductible if you itemize deductions. 

 FAME Board of Directors 
 

Sam Ott  ……………...President 

Dave Ott ……………..Treasurer 

Max Honn …………...Secretary 

Dori Bailin  ………….Organizer 

Dave Koronet …..Social Media 

Don Barber ………..Newsletter 

Hank Kobrinski .Scholarships 

and Workshops 

 

F.A.M.E. Goals: 
 

  To nurture, promote, and preserve original and traditional 
acoustic music of all genres in Frederick and Frederick County 
through live music, education, and community outreach. 
 
  To educate aspiring musicians and the general public about all 
aspects of original and traditional  acoustic music of all genres via 
workshops, open mics,  showcases, and concerts. 
 
  To reach out to the community via workshops and concerts, 
especially through schools and youth organizations and the setting 
up of mentoring opportunities for young and aspiring acoustic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please mail to: F.A.M.E. Membership, 5181 Holter Road, Jefferson, MD 21755 

Questions: (301) 788-3066 

Annual membership is for 12 months 

Name: __________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________________ 

State: ________ ZIP Code: __________________________ 

Phone: __________________________________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

Membership  Level: 

______________________ 

Amount Enclosed: 

$ ___________ . OO 

Date: __________________ 

All active members receive a copy of the monthly newsletter via email.  
Non-members and members who do not use email may check out past 

newsletters at www.frederickacoustic.org. 

Membership levels: Regular Membership $35 Student $10 

Senior (65+) $10 Family (up to 4) $60  Lifetime Membership $495 

All Regular and Lifetime members attend the annual F.A.M.E. picnic at no charge. 
Senior and student members and guests are welcome to attend at cost. 
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