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Follow FAME on Facebook to keep up with  current events: 
 

https://www.facebook.com/FrederickAcousticFAME/ 
 

The new FAME website is up and running with new features in-
cluding membership renewal… 

 
www.frederickacoustic.org 

Take Care and Good Luck! 

 

Board meetings are open to the pub-

lic, and generally occur the first 

Wednesday of each month and are 

held at Lough Memorials. Our next 

Meeting will be held Wednesday, Au-

gust 5th. If you wish to join please let 

me or any board member know and 

we can send you the meeting request. 

 

Sincerely, 

Sam Ott 

Greetings, 

 

I want to take this opportunity to thank 

Roy Greene for all his contributions to 

FAME.  Roy served on the board of di-

rectors, was editor of our award win-

ning newsletter publication The Sound 

Post and was very instrumental in the 

school ukulele project, which put over 

600 ukulele's in the hands of Frederick 

County students. Roy hosted open 

mics and was instrumental in the mu-

sic box concert series hosted by the 

UUC Church which FAME supported.  

As a Board member his insights and 

contributions have helped greatly in 

developing a course for FAME to fol-

low. 

Thank you Roy for all you have done 

for FAME, we wish you the best in the 

future as you make the move to North 

Carolina. You are very much appreci-

ated and will be greatly missed. We 

look forward to seeing you when you 

are back in the area visiting.  
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                                                             MUSIC MUSINGS 

 

July has come and gone in this year of the Coronavirus.  Life is not as it used to be.  And be-

cause of the realities of the our new normal, live acoustic music, and all live performances at 

indoor venues are temporarily in the past tense.  To bring it home locally, the Frederick Coffee 

Co & Cafe has cancelled music through the end of the year.  The other local home of live 

acoustic music, Beans In The Belfry, has not made a similar announcement, but they also have 

suspended live performances for the near future.  Even the State of West Virginia has tight-

ened their live performance directive, which until recently allowed some semi-indoor perform-

ances. 

 

Those of us who perform, and for those who enjoy listening, it is outdoor venues only 

(winery's, farm brewery's, etc).  A nice addition has been the weekly Friday, Saturday & Sun-

day (5-8pm) events at Worman's Mill Village Center.  Local/regional regular performers Ben 

Sherman, Kristen Rebecca, Juliet Lloyd, John DuRant, Ed Barney, Todd C Walker and more 

have found a new wonderful outdoor performance experience at the Worman's Mill Village 

Center  musical/food/beverage event. 

 

With a recent surge in new virus cases, the re-opening directives may soon be retracted back to 

Phase 1 status, so stay informed.  Hopefully our area will remain one of the safer areas and life 

will continue at it's present 'new normal' state, and hopefully improve.  In the meantime, wear 

your mask and practice good social distancing whenever possible. 

 

If you are enjoying the Wispy Mop Music Acoustic Radio Podcast Series, check out the 

newest shows fearturing John DuRant Jr (aka Johnny Strum), Mark McKay, Safe Harbor 

and Stephen Darnell.  Upcoming shows will feature Bill Hall and Dr Dave Koronet.  
 

 

 

           www.wispymopmusic.podbean.com or tune in on iTunes or Apple Podcasts  
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SONGWRITING WITH POETS YIELDS 

FRESH CREATIVE FRUIT 

 

HAGERSTOWN, Md.  _ Inspiration struck 

about a month into the coronavirus 

pandemic: Let's ask homebound poets and 

songwriters to collaborate on new music. 

 

It was Ann Culey's idea. She leads two 

writing and poetry groups in Hagerstown. 

Ann used to read at an open mic I hosted at 

the now-shuttered Flying Camel Literary 

Cafe. 

 

Ann contacted me about her idea. Her email 

sparked a three-month project that 

culminated in a showcase of five new songs 

based on works by three poets. 

"There have been fights between academics 

on whether a poem is lyrics to a song, and 

whether a song is a poem," Ann told the July 

14 gathering. "I will contend that they are 

one and the same." 

 

It's not just a matter of putting music to 

words, though. This article will describe the 

project for those who'd like to replicate it.  

 

 THE POEMS 

 

Ann put out a call for poems April 9, with a 

May 10 deadline for submissions. Each of 

the four who responded, including Ann, 

submitted two poems. 

 

Generally, the poems were either free verse 

Page 4 

(no rhyme scheme or meter) or blank 

verse (meter but no rhyme scheme). The 

longest was 17 lines. 

 

Some of the poets suggested a musical 

genre, e.g. "country" or "folk," that they 

felt would complement their words. 

 

THE SONGWRITERS 

 

Nine songwriters initially expressed 

interest. Two dropped out before I 

distributed the poems May 20. Two 

more dropped out after receiving 

poems. 

 

I distributed the poems randomly by 

drawing poem titles from one basket 

and songwriter names from another. 

One songwriter asked for a different 

poem, and got one, since by then I had 

more poems than musicians. 

 

I gave the teams a June 21 deadline, 

with just one rule: "If you choose not to 

complete the project, please let your 

partner know. Also let me know in case 

someone else wants a shot." 

 

THE SONGS 

 

The songs included one instrumental 

piece and four with lyrics. Two were 

composed largely on piano and three 

on guitar. Just one songwriter used 

the entire, intact poem as song lyrics.  
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Another musician rearranged some poetry 

line and repeated others to fit her melody. 

At least two songwriters added language 

and left out some poetry. The musicians 

and poets shared ideas with each other, 

mostly by email.  

 

THE SHOWCASE 

 

We reserved the back deck of The Art Gas-

tropub in downtown Hagerstown as our 

performance venue. Food and drinks were 

served, and coronavirus precautions were 

observed.  

 

All three poets and three of the five song-

writers attended in person. Some brought 

guests, so the audience numbered about 15. 

 

Two musicians performed their songs live. 

Three submitted recordings that were 

played over the PA system. The musicians 

who did not attend joined us by phone dur-

ing the presentation of their songs. 

 

Each team took a turn at the mic. First the 

poet made some comments and read his or 

her poem. Then the musician made com-

ments before his or her song was played. 

Participants received copies of the poems 

and the song lyrics.  

 

Every participant said they enjoyed the 

project and would like to do it again.            

 

PHOTOS 
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Songwriter Dave Dishneau and poet Jan 

McNamee present their work at in 

Hagerstown, Md., on July 14, 2020. 

(Photo by Ann Culey) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hagerstown, Md., poet Ann Culey pro-

posed a collaboration between local poets 

and songwriters. Culey is shown at the 

project's showcase in Hagerstown on July 

14, 2020. (Photo by Dave Dishneau) 

 

ddishneau@verizon.net 

240-310-5923 
 



 

‘Guest Geek’ Gear Review (Page 1) 
By Todd Walker 

Keith Urban Guitar 

 

John DuRant called me last week to ask if I 

would install a K&K Pure Western Mini 

pickup in a guitar he purchased several weeks 

ago.  He described it as an Urban guitar, as in 

Keith Urban.  Not fully understanding what 

he meant, especially the Keith Urban part, I 

met him to pick up the guitar. 

 

On the phone John described the guitar as 

being a nice player with surprisingly good 

sound, thus his wish to install a pickup.  He 

said it was such a good buy (under $125) that 

he suggested that I include it the monthly 

Guest Geek Gear Review.  So, here are my 

thoughts on John's Keith Urban Limited 

Edition American Vintage guitar. 

 

The guitar is a true dreadnought shape with 

really cool exotic looking wood on the front, 

back & sides.    The wood has lots of dark 

lines reminescent of some exotic woods that 

Taylor Guitars uses on the occasional short-

run limited editions.  Surprisingly, the top, 

back & sides are made from Ash, which is not 

usually considered a wood used for acoustic 

guitars.  That being said, the guitar has a nice 

balanced sound to it.  String intonation is 

good, as good as many guitars priced much 

higher.  The string height on John's guitar is 

dialed in to what most players would request, 

which surprises me since the seller of the 
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guitar said he had received it new and hadn't 

played it much.  That means the set-up from 

the factory was good (quite unusual for an 

inexpensive guitar).  

 

The Urban Guitars were offered as learning 

instruments, complete with picks, strap, 

capo, gig bag and instruction DVD's, all for 

under $400.  Keith Urban himself does all 

the teaching. 

 

John and I both agree that his Urban Guitar 

is the gear surprise of the month.  So much 

so that I give it a 1 ½ thumbs up.  I wouldn't 

be surprised to see John playing the guitar at 

one of his gigs. 

 

I checked both Reverb.com and Ebay.com 

and found numerous listings for Urban 

Guitars, most priced under $180, and several 

in showroom condition.  Hmm....  
 

       Urban Front, Back, and Full 



 

‘Guest Geek’ Gear Review (Page 2)  
By Todd Walker 

ARTcessories SPLITCOMPro Microphone 

Splitter/Combiner 

 

For those of you who perform with a small 2-

channel acoustic amp or PA, have you ever 

needed a second microphone when a friend 

joins you on stage to sing harmonies ?  Quite 

the problem when the amp/PA only has two 

inputs, one for guitar and one for the mic.  So 

what do you do ?  Either the friend has to 

share your mic, which in today's COVID 

world is not a good idea, or you need to plan 

ahead and purchase or borrow a second amp 

or PA.  Don't fret... there is a simple 

inexpensive solution. 

 

Enter the ARTcessories SPLITComPro 

Microphone Splitter/Combiner ($46.00 

average retail).  I own two and they have been 

life savers many times, especially during 

multi-artist shows when I need more 

microphones that I have PA inputs for. 

 

Used as a 'microphone combiner', you can 

connect two microphones via the female end 

of each XLR cable to the combiner side, 

connecting the male end of one XLR cable on 

the other side, that runs to the XLR input on 

your amp or PA.  Now you have two mics 

going into one channel – perfect for that 

friend who joins you on stage.  The only 

negative is that each mic is now controlled by 

one volume knob, but you now have two mics 

instead of just one. 

 

Used as a 'microphone splitter' as I used it 

yesterday at my Worman's Mill Village 

Center outdoor performance, one mic can be 

sent to two separate amps or PA's.  Plug the 
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female end of the XLR cable into the splitter 

side of the ART, attaching two XLR cables 

(the male ends) into the other side and run 

them to separate amps or PA's.  This set-up 

is perfect for sending the signal to the house 

PA and also to a small personal monitor.  I 

use it to connect to two Bose PA's when I 

need to cover sound in all directions (think 

theater-in-the-round). 

 

Each unit comes with a ground/lift button 

and a phase switch.  Construction is sturdy 

(I've dropped my many times).  I give these 

little life savers two thumbs up ! 

 

Now go make some music !  

            ART 1                        ART 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                           ART 3                

 

 

 

 

 

 

      
                  ART Combiner 
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“Musical innovation is full of danger to 

the State, for when modes of music 

change, the fundamental laws of the 

State always changes with them.” Plato  
 

Will there be live indoor music this year and if 

so, what will it look like? That’s the million 

dollar question these days. As some of you may 

or may not know, I produce shows around the 

Maryland area, mainly in Frederick County, 

with some of the proceeds from every show 

going back to F.A.M.E.  

 

The last four months have seen me cancel three 

different shows in three different Maryland 

counties and re-schedule another one here in 

Frederick at the Weinberg Center making it four 

different shows of mine in four different 

counties that have been affected by the 

pandemic. I have a vested interest in what’s 

going to happen.  

 

When the first domino fell in February and 

shows starting being re-scheduled during this 

time of  COVID 19, there were very few of us 

who thought we would still be talking about it 

five months later with little more understanding 

of what to expect then what we had at the 

beginning. I’ve had interesting conversations 

over the past several months with two very 

experienced venue managers who book their 

own shows. Let me share with you some of 

their thoughts and inside information that we all 
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have at this point. 

 

Michael Jaworek has been running and 

booking the shows at the famed 

“Birchmere” in Alexandria VA. for nearly 

40 years. Although the Birchmere only 

seats about 500 people it has seen a 

“Who’s Who” of Grammy winners wait 

their turn at a chance to play the 

Birchmere. I had to talk with Mike because 

the pandemic necessitated that I cancel the 

show, “An Evening with Judy Collins and 

Tom Paxton” that I was producing this 

Nov. at the Maryland Theatre in 

Hagerstown. I wanted to re-schedule it for 

Dec. of 2021 at the Weinberg Center in 

Frederick.  

 

The problem was that Judy was schedule 

to play at the Birchmere in Sept of 2021.  

Contracts being what they are, Judy’s 

booking agent suggested that I reach out to 

Mike to make sure he would permit it. He 

had no problem, but it gave us the chance 

to have a long talk about the situation we 

all find ourselves in.  
 

Mike mentioned that some of the artist that 

he books come from overseas and can 

usually only get their visa’s good for a 

couple of months. That’s why when you 

see a performer from across the pond, they 

will have a tight schedule as they tour 

across the US. before their visa runs out.  

Will There Be Music Shows This Year? 
By Frederick Folklorist 



 

Pull Up A Chair (Page 2) 
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It’s back to the visa drawing board trying to 

get those performers back in a re-scheduled 

US. tour that makes sense for everyone.  He 

also mentioned that he’s starting to see artist 

wright into their contract rider things like 

hand sanitizer, mask etc.  

 

I’ve had several conversations with John 

Healey, who runs the 1,100 seat Weinberg 

Center here in Frederick. While Mike Jaworek 

at the Birtchmere doesn’t deal with rentals, 

John does. About 30-40% of the shows in any 

given year are rentals at the Weinberg. The 

Weinberg has now kind of become my “Home 

Base of Operation,” as I produced four shows 

there between Nov. 2018- Nov. 2019.  

 

John has mentioned to me that he has it on 

good authority that although not officially an-

nounced yet, venues in Maryland will not be 

permitted to re-open until either a vaccine is 

developed or, Jan 1st, 2021 rolls around, 

which ever happens first.  

 

Don’t forget that the opening of venues will 

be in stage 4 of Maryland’s re-opening plan. 

We are now only in stage 2. It’s more likely 

than not that these time frames will be moved 

back as we progress through more positive 

cases with a possible second wave of the pan-

demic on the horizon.  

 

Another item that has been discussed behind 

closed doors are making the venues limit their 

max capacity to 50%. That would mean that if 

someone sells out the Weinberg, they would 

only sell about 550 tickets of the 1100 seats. 

In many cases for promoters that may not be 

enough to break even when bringing in top 

level performers. Maryland hasn’t gone 

there yet, but in Florida right now if you are 

a performer and are singing in public you 

can only do it if you have a mask on while 

singing or are singing behind plexiglass. 

Failure to do either will result in a $250 fine. 

And don’t think that they won’t enforce it 

because they are. Doesn’t matter if you are 

inside or outside.  

 

Where does all of this leave us at this point 

in time? Well let me say this…if you have 

tickets for a show that has been rescheduled 

from earlier this year to later this year, sorry 

to tell you, but you’ll be home watching 

Netflix the night of the show. As a promoter 

I will not schedule any of my shows to start 

before Oct.  2021. I’m not even contacting 

any managers or booking agents until after 

the first of the year. Nobody, and I mean no-

body, knows how or when all of this will 

pan out.  

 

It’s great that some small venues like win-

ery’s have opened and are allowing perform-

ers on a limited basis, but let’s face it, 

there’s nothing like a big time music show to 

bring out your inner child. Complete strang-

ers can stand silent next to each other in an 

elevator and not even look each other in the 

eye. But at a concert those same two strang-

ers could find themselves dancing and sing-

ing together like best friends. That’s the 

power of music. Stay safe – stay healthy and 

I’ll see ya’ next year at the shows! 
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Traditional Folk Song Circle News 
 

Efforts are ongoing to create our first, 
intentional, joint-Zoom, Traditional Folk 
Song Circle with the Songwriters’ 
Association of Washington (SAW) for 
Saturday, August 8, 1-2pm. SAW 
President and F.A.M.E. member Jay 
Keating has been interested in replicating our live format for 
a year now. However, COVID-19 has impacted that reality 
too, and with our F.A.M.E. President Sam Ott’s 
concurrence, we’re pressing on virtually. This event will be 
posted on F.A.M.E. and SAW Facebook and websites. 
 
I envision, this song circle continues our 8 years event in a 
Zoom-modified, group “sing-a-long” from songs from 
the Sing Out! Rise Up Singing (RUS) Group Song Book, 
with participants choosing from the some 1200 songs we 
routinely sing. Right now, there are only two F.A.M.E. 
members, Bill Adams and Barbara Collins who have 
expressed an interest to participate and are willing to lead 
their songs and share singing parts, because Zoom limits 
us from truly singing altogether simultaneously.  
 
Listed on Page 2  are suggested songs we can share 
singing in parts: 
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Dublin Roasters, 1780 N. Market Street, Frederick 
Second Saturday of each month, 1-3 p.m. 
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http://www.dublinroasterscoffee.com/
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You Are my Sunshine 
Oh What a Beautiful Morning 
Turn, Turn, Turn  
Let's Get Together  
Country Roads 
500 Miles 
Edelweiss 
Kumbaya 
 

This event will only be an hour long for now, between 1 & 
2pm. We’re looking for a minimum of ten (10) active 
participants. Please contact me at tomy@tomwright.com 
and provide the song(s) you’d like to lead too. I will send 
you an email Zoom invitation with specific guidelines.  
 

Stay safe and be well for Pete’s sake, 
 

You [all] are my Sunshine! 
 Tomy  
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Traditional Folk Song Circle (Pg 2) 
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Classified ads are free to FAME members in good 
standing and will run for two consecutive months unless 

renewed in writing.   

Eligible advertisements include the following categories: 

Members who would like to buy, sell, or trade their 
musical instruments and musical equipment 

Members who are seeking out other musicians to play 
with - or members seeking out other musicians for the 

purpose of starting a band together 

Members offering private musical instruction and 
instrument lessons  

Members promoting upcoming gigs or concerts 

All transactions are strictly between the buyer and the 
seller, FAME only posts the advertisement.  The Sound 
Post editor reserves the right to reject any ad deemed to 

be commercial in nature, or not consistent with 
F.A.M.E.’s goals and overall mission. 

Submit your requests for a classified ad to 
samandkatherine@comcast.net 
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Wanted—Board members for the FAME Board.  Meetings once 

a month.  Help us keep acoustic music alive in Frederick 

County.  



 

    

 

 

Frederick Acoustic Music Enterprise (F.A.M.E.) is a 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion. Donations may be tax deductible if you itemize deductions. 

 FAME Board of Directors 
 

Sam Ott  ……………...President 

Dave Ott ……………..Treasurer 

Max Honn …………...Secretary 

Dori Bailin  ………….Organizer 

Dave Koronet …..Social Media 

Don Barber ………..Newsletter 

Hank Kobrinski .Scholarships 

and Workshops 

 

F.A.M.E. Goals: 
 

  To nurture, promote, and preserve original and traditional 
acoustic music of all genres in Frederick and Frederick County 
through live music, education, and community outreach. 
 
  To educate aspiring musicians and the general public about all 
aspects of original and traditional  acoustic music of all genres via 
workshops, open mics,  showcases, and concerts. 
 
  To reach out to the community via workshops and concerts, 
especially through schools and youth organizations and the setting 
up of mentoring opportunities for young and aspiring acoustic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please mail to: F.A.M.E. Membership, 5181 Holter Road, Jefferson, MD 21755 

Questions: (301) 788-3066 

Annual membership is for 12 months 

Name: __________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________________ 

State: ________ ZIP Code: __________________________ 

Phone: __________________________________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

Membership  Level: 

______________________ 

Amount Enclosed: 

$ ___________ . OO 

Date: __________________ 

All active members receive a copy of the monthly newsletter via email.  
Non-members and members who do not use email may check out past 

newsletters at www.frederickacoustic.org. 

Membership levels: Regular Membership $35 Student $10 

Senior (65+) $10 Family (up to 4) $60  Lifetime Membership $495 

All Regular and Lifetime members attend the annual F.A.M.E. picnic at no charge. 
Senior and student members and guests are welcome to attend at cost. 

Page 13 

http://frederickacoustic.org/newsletters

