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Follow FAME on Facebook to keep up with  current events: 
 

https://www.facebook.com/FrederickAcousticFAME/ 
 

The new FAME website is up and running with new features in-
cluding membership renewal… 

 
www.frederickacoustic.org 

Board meetings are open to the public, and 

generally occur the first Wednesday of 

each month and are held at Lough Memo-

rials.  

Our next Meeting will be held Wednesday, 

September 2nd. If you wish to join please 

contact me or any board member and we 

can send you the meeting request. 

Sincerely, 

Sam Ott 

President 

Greetings, 

 

I hope all our members are staying safe and 

healthy as we continue to navigate through 

the pandemic.  We have been able to hold a 

few Sky Stage performances, with the next 

event being the 2nd Friday, September 11th.   

 

These open mics are running under different 

guidelines to limit any possible exposures. If 

you wish to perform, we have the signup on 

our facebook page, limit 10 performers.  

Bring your own microphone or if available 

we will be selling mic covers for $1. 

 

The other event we currently have working 

is Tomy Wright hosting the Saturday song 

circle in a virtual format. Please check 

Tomy’s article in the Sound Post if you wish 

to participate. 

 

I have sent out a couple of reminders regard-

ing membership dues.  If you received a re-

minder and have not paid your dues, please 

do so.  Even though some of our activities 

have been reduced the organizations ex-

penses, ie. Website and facebook costs have 

not.  We can use your support. 
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                                                             MUSIC MUSINGS 

 

The Dog Days of Summer 2020 are now just a memory in this year of the Coronavirus.  

Our world has been turned on its head, redefining 'normal life' into social distancing and 

the wearing of masks.  Gone are the days of a quick handshake or hug to an old friend.  

Now it's an elbow or fist bump for the adventurist few, but for most it's a quick side-

step to the other side of the road while taking the daily neighborhood walk.  In my 

neighborhood, across the street neighbors still meet on weekends, using lawn chairs in 

their respective yards, chatting across property lines and over the occasional car noise.  

In some instances, neighbors who never knew the folks next door or across the street, 

other than a quick car wave, are now on a first name basis, talking life from a socially 

acceptable 6'-10' away.  As you have probably heard, bike shops are sold out, kayak re-

tailers have little in inventory (if at all) and even automobile sales are setting records.  

And indoor live acoustic music is still on hiatus. 

 

I have noticed more online ads (Facebook and elsewhere) for guitar related gadgets that 

are designed to improve our guitar playing experience.  One such device is the finger 

stretcher (see photo).  Supposedly it will increase ones finger reach for playing the up-

town chords so difficult for those of us who are everyday players.  It looks somewhat 

like a medieval torture device to me.  Anyone have experience with it ? 
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                                                             MUSIC MUSINGS 

Since LIVE acoustic music is only happening outdoors these days (wineries, 

farm breweries, etc), many musicians continue to publish their performances 

on popular online platforms like Facebook and YouTube.  Steve Cutts has 

produced his 'Beyond the Dog Days of Summer Tour'.  You can find it on 

YouTube. Ron Kutscher produces his 'Coffee House Music with Ron 

Kutscher' as a live Zoom meeting:                                                                              

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82801440668. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I'm amazed how many new acoustic guitar brands are reaching the market-

place in 2020.  Kepma Guitars (see this month's Guest Geek Gear Re-

view) are an established brand out of China that has recently been introduced 

to the U.S. Market.  Avian Guitars, which had stopped production in late 

2018 has been restructured and is again building and shipping guitars.  As 

many of you know, I have owned five Avian's (still own three) and I use 

them regularly for live performances.  I'm excited to get my hands on the 

new all solid Mahogany Skylark ($950 US) when the next shipment arrives. 

 

Also in this issue are 'Memory Lane' photos of past LIVE acoustic perform-

ances in the greater Frederick area.  We may not be able to hear these folks at 

indoor venues now, but we can remember how much fun it was to see and 

hear them at Frederick Coffee Co & Cafe,  Brewers Alley Monday Night 

Songwriters Showcase, Beans In The Belfry, etc. 

 

If you are enjoying the Wispy Mop Music Acoustic Radio Podcast Series, 

check out the newest shows featuring Josh Gray and Jeff Feit. 

     

    Wispymopmusic.podbean.com or tune in on iTunes or Apple Podcasts 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82801440668


 

Down Memory Lane Pictures 
By The Guest Geek 

 

              
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Bill Hanger, Mike Schirf            Diane Bunch          Resonator Guitar Player 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               Victoria                       Brewers Overview             Chatham Street 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     Jimbo Piano                                         Ray Jozwiak Best 
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Idyllic Pandemic Sanctuaries  
By Donald Barber 

As the pandemic lingers on, waiting for a vaccine, Marjorie and I continue to find 

solace, comfort, social distancing, and relaxing entertainment at the wineries in 

Frederick County.  They are  idyllic sanctuaries for us where we can relax, do 

some noshing and imbibing, while we listen to the entertainers, all in a country 

setting among the grape vines (bottom right) and the butterflies (bottom left) 

 

In August, we once again visited the Catoctin Breeze and Elk Run Winerries to lis-

ten to John Durant (top left), and Josh Bayer and Scott Barrett (top right) 

 

Their music styles, genres, and story telling provide a relaxing afternoon or eve-

ning.  Of  particular interest and humor was John Durant’s story of how he, as a 

young musician performing in Virginia Beach, met Roger Miller and his crew very 

late one night at the Pirate Lounge in the Buccaneer Hotel.  Maybe John will tell 

you that story the next time you see him. 
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‘Guest Geek’ Gear Review (Page 1) 
By Todd Walker 

I'll be the first to admit that acoustic 

guitars, for me at least, are a disease.  

The disease is referred to as G.A.S. 

(Guitar Acquisition Syndrome).  Yep, 

that's me.  I can't seem to get enough of 

them, which means that I'm always on 

the 'look out' for a guitar that catches my 

eye.  That means I check both Ebay and 

Reverb often, but I also make frequent 

visits to Make 'N' Music in Frederick 

to see what might be hanging on the 

walls of the acoustic guitar room.  Ah 

yes, it's a disease.  That being said, I 

discovered a new line of acoustic guitars 

on my recent visit to Make 'N' Music – 

Kepma Guitars.  Let's check them out. 

 

Kepma Guitars is evidently one of the 

largest producers of quality acoustic 

guitars that most of us in the United 

States have never heard of.  The reason, 

the company builds approximate 25,000 

acoustic guitars per month for the 

Chinese market.  It's only recently that 

someone decided to import them into 

the continental U.S.. 

 

Looking at the Kepma Guitars website 

(www.kepmausa.com), there is ample 
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information on the guitars, but also on 

the company's history, and how the 

guitars have made it to the U.S., thanks 

to two gentleman who formerly 

worked for St. Louis Music, the 

company who distributes Alvarez 

Guitars, and Alvarez-Yairi Guitars. 

 

It seems the factory is in rural China, 

but is somewhat like a NASA facility 

in appearance – impeccably clean, 

organized and well-thought-out. There 

are lasers and robots and CNC 

machines few manufacturing facilities 

have the resources to pull off. 

 

So, does this state-of-the-art company 

build quality guitars ?  Yes, definitely.  

I test played both the D2-120 (solid 

Spruce top, laminated Rosewood back/

sides) and the D2-140 (solid Spruce 

top, laminated Koa back/sides).  Both 

guitars have a nice sound with really 

good playability.  Regarding sound, the 

Rosewood (D2-120) has a slightly 

darker voice, but still very balanced.  

The Koa, although no slouch in the 

low end, is more balanced across the 

spectrum.  Think of the sound as a 

marriage between a Martin and a 

Taylor.  Not as low-end heavy as a 

Martin, but will more oomph in the 

low's than a typical Taylor.  All-in-all, 

a nice contemporary voice for any 

genre of acoustic music. 

http://www.kepmausa.com/


 

‘Guest Geek’ Gear Review (Page 2)  
By Todd Walker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   Kepma Fronts 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  Kepma Backs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               Kepma Headstock 
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Although Kepma offers models with a 

factory installed pickup with effects 

(reverb, etc), neither of these two have 

a pickup installed. 

 

Scale length is long-scale (25.5”) and 

nut width is old-school 1.7” (as close 

to 1 11/16” as you can get).  Both 

guitars have a nice shiny gloss finish 

with a satin neck. 

 

And now for the important part - the 

price.  Although SRP is $1,699.99, 

Make'N'Music's price is $999.99 (with 

case), which is a bargain.  These are 

both high quality, nice sounding 

guitars. 

 

So how do I rate the Kepma D2-120 

and D2-140 guitars ?  Two thumbs up ! 

 

Now go make some music ! 



 

Pull Up A Chair (Page 1) 

When you listen to the song “The 

Night They Drove Old Dixie Down” 

by “The Band” you might think, 

“Wow, they really got that right. 

Their Southern heritage must run 

deep.”  Try this on for size – 4 out of 

the 5 members were from Canada 

and the author of the song, Robbie 

Robertson, was a good Jewish boy 

from Toronto who knew nothing 

about the American Civil War. 

  

“The Night They Drove Old Dixie 

Down” chronicles the final days of 

the American Civil War through the 

eyes of a southern farmer and 

Confederate soldier named Virgil 

Caine. The only member of the band 

who was from the south was Levon 

Helm, who fittingly sang the part of 

Virgil in the song. 

 

The main character in the song, 

Virgil Caine is fictional, but there 

really was a Danville train and there 

was a “Stoneman’s Cavalry”. 
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 The train would have been part 

of the Richmond and Danville 

railroad, a vital conduit for the 

Confederate Army. George 

Stoneman was a Union cavalry 

officer who led raids on the 

railroad.  

The first time that Robbie 

Robertson visited the south he 

stayed with bandmate Levon 

Helm and his parents in 

Arkansas. He heard Levon’s 

father say to his wife, “Don’t 

worry Robin, the south will rise 

again.” Robbie had no idea what 

that meant so Levon gave him a 

quick history lesson.  

Robbie then went to the library to 

do some research and told Levon 

his plans to write a song about 

the Civil War from a southern 

family’s point of view. Levon 

told him,  “Just don’t mention 

Abraham Lincoln in the lyrics 

The Night They Drove Old Dixie Down 
By Frederick Folklorist 



 

Pull Up A Chair (Page 2) 
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And  you’ll be fine”. 

 

The song was actually recorded in 

Sammy Davis Jr’s house in LA. 

The Band rented the house and con-

verted the pool house into a re-

cording studio to record their sec-

ond album which this song was on. 

 

The song has faced criticism for 

some historical liberties and inaccu-

racies, but it’s always worked well 

with the listeners, most of whom 

probably don’t know Civil War his-

tory any better than Robertson did, 

and who just view it as a good story 

sung by a guy with a distinctive 

voice.  

 

The song found its greatest com-

mercial success not through The 

Band, but through Joan Baez, who 

took the song to #3 on the charts for 

her highest chart appearance ever. 

Her version was recorded in Nash-

ville in 1971. The producer, Nor-

man Putman, gathered about 20 

people from around the studio to 

sing on the chorus. One of those 

voices was non other then Jimmy 

Buffett. Putman would go on to 

produce Buffett’s “Changes in 

Latitudes” album.  

 

“The Night They Drove Old Dixie 

Down” established Robertson as a 

formidable songwriter, and Helm 

went on to become a beloved 

Americana figure.  

 

Let’s listen now to a really soulful 

version of the song with Levon 

Helm on drums and Robbie 

Robertson on lead guitar. 

If the YouTube link below does 

not work, copy and paste it into 

your internet browser. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jREUrbGGrgM 

 

about:blank
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Traditional Folk Song Circle News 
 

Although we didn’t achieve our first, intentional, joint-
Zoom, Traditional Folk Song Circle with the 
Songwriters’ Association of Washington (SAW), still 
I’m extremely happy to report what we consider a 
very successful group effort for F.A.M.E.’s first, 
interstate, Zoom Rise Up Singing (RUS) Group Song 
Book Song Circle, on Saturday, August 8, 1-2pm. 
Hoping for a minimum of 10  members and their 
friends, we had fifteen participants dial in, along with one singing pet bird, 
from F.A.M.E.’s home state’s Frederick County, Vermont, Virginia, and 
North Carolina.  
 
We shared in live performances from the New Market Farmer’s Market, the 
lobby of our favorite medical professional’s front office, and the comfort of 
each other’s homes. Ten performers sang 10 songs, three songs were 
new.  
 
As I envisioned, this song circle continues our 8-year event in a Zoom-
modified, group “sing-a-long” from songs from the Sing Out! RUS Group 
Song Book, with participants choosing from the some 1200 songs we 
routinely sing. Despite Zoom’s limitation on us from truly singing altogether 
simultaneously, we learned “Call and Response” is the next best thing, 
along with taking turns singing song choruses and verses. I personally 
found most heartening is everyone’s desire to participate to their limit of 
comfort singing a capella and share in our communal cyber fellowship. I 
want to acknowledge and thank Carol Liebman for catching the vision to 
Zoom early on in the Pandemic and her diplomatic reminders to pursue 
zooming despite my reticence; and Jay Keating and SAW for providing 12 
months of Zoom Prime so now both organizations have the capability for 
joint meetings, specifically for RUS Song Circles, hence, RSC.  

   Page 12  Page 12 Page 12   Traditional Folk Song Circle  by Tomy Wright  (Pg 1) 
 

Dublin Roasters, 1780 N. Market Street, Frederick 
Second Saturday of each month, 1-3 p.m. 
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http://www.dublinroasterscoffee.com/
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We are now at 772 songs sung with our three new songs, two led by Bill 
Adams, Deep Blue Sea* and Juanita, and Virginia Javita’s, sung in 
Spanish, Plegria a un Labrador* (English translation, Prayer to a 
worker). Additionally, we are resuming tracking Folk Music’s ubiquitous 
*Death and Dying references and also had three, Mr. Bojangles’ “dog up 
and died,” “…Willy who got drowned” (Deep Blue Sea) and “…now and 
in the hour of our death,” (English translation}. Lest we forget, the RUS 
songs we sing, not only do they serve as a testament to our enduring 
folk heritage, and a vehicle to connect us by sharing and rediscovering 
songs of our lives, they also serve as models for aspiring songwriters 
and those of us who are performing songwriters. 
 
Attendees: Bill Adams, Deb Bailin; Board member Dori Bailin, 
Attendance and Song Tracker; George Carroll, Margie Barber, photo 
contributor; Bob Donham; Karen Fetters, on-site video and photo 
contributor; Roy Greene, Bill Hall**, Guy Hofer, Virginia Javita, Blueberry 
the Bird’s human; Board member Dave Koronet, alternate Host; Carol 
Liebman, Dave Mott, Cary Witner**, and Host Tomy Wright. 
 

By popular demand, this remains a two-hour event, now virtually, 
between 1- 3pm, second Saturdays. However, it is not open to the 
general public to just drop in, rather by referral by F.A.M.E. or SAW 
members. Next month’s RSC, will be posted on F.A.M.E. and SAW 
Facebook and websites as a recurring event that will require 
registration. We will build an email list for regular attendees and publish 
the Zoom RSC link in the Sound Post.  
 

September’s Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/7923362211?
pwd=UTJ5MHZ3aDI3RjFFcGpOVjJuTmJlZz09 
Meeting ID: 792 336 2211 
Passcode: 182000 
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Traditional Folk Song Circle (Pg 2) 
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https://zoom.us/j/7923362211?pwd=UTJ5MHZ3aDI3RjFFcGpOVjJuTmJlZz09
https://zoom.us/j/7923362211?pwd=UTJ5MHZ3aDI3RjFFcGpOVjJuTmJlZz09
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        Recent Song Circle 

           Zoom Session 

 

 

 

 

 

And in closing…As it is F.A.M.E.’s purpose to nurture, preserve, and 
promote acoustic music of all genres, we have participants from last 
month who are purchasing their own RUS copies! I challenge my fellow 
F.A,M.E and SAW performers to join us and lead a RUS song(s) they 
routinely play in their live sets. My top five are City of New Orleans (p. 
230), Let’s Get Together (240), Angel from Montgomery (p. 99), Dock of 
the Bay (p. 231), and San Francisco Bay Blues (p. 103). Working now 
on learning Turn, Turn, Turn (p. 228) for future performance 
opportunities.  
 
Please contact me at tomy@tomywright.com and provide the song(s) 
you’d like to lead. You never know who will join us in the future in our 
ever expanding circle with their RUS song rendition!  
Stay safe and be well for Pete’s sake, 
 

You [all] are my Sunshine!   
Tomy 
 
** New participants 
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Traditional Folk Song Circle (Pg 3) 
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Classified ads are free to FAME members in good 
standing and will run for two consecutive months unless 

renewed in writing.   

Eligible advertisements include the following categories: 

Members who would like to buy, sell, or trade their 
musical instruments and musical equipment 

Members who are seeking out other musicians to play 
with - or members seeking out other musicians for the 

purpose of starting a band together 

Members offering private musical instruction and 
instrument lessons  

Members promoting upcoming gigs or concerts 

All transactions are strictly between the buyer and the 
seller, FAME only posts the advertisement.  The Sound 
Post editor reserves the right to reject any ad deemed to 

be commercial in nature, or not consistent with 
F.A.M.E.’s goals and overall mission. 

Submit your requests for a classified ad to 
samandkatherine@comcast.net 
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Wanted—Board members for the FAME Board.  Meetings once 

a month.  Help us keep acoustic music alive in Frederick 

County.  



 

    

 

 

Frederick Acoustic Music Enterprise (F.A.M.E.) is a 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion. Donations may be tax deductible if you itemize deductions. 

 FAME Board of Directors 
 

Sam Ott  ……………...President 

Dave Ott ……………..Treasurer 

Max Honn …………...Secretary 

Dori Bailin  ………….Organizer 

Dave Koronet …..Social Media 

Don Barber ………..Newsletter 

Hank Kobrinski .Scholarships 

and Workshops 

 

F.A.M.E. Goals: 
 

  To nurture, promote, and preserve original and traditional 
acoustic music of all genres in Frederick and Frederick County 
through live music, education, and community outreach. 
 
  To educate aspiring musicians and the general public about all 
aspects of original and traditional  acoustic music of all genres via 
workshops, open mics,  showcases, and concerts. 
 
  To reach out to the community via workshops and concerts, 
especially through schools and youth organizations and the setting 
up of mentoring opportunities for young and aspiring acoustic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please mail to: F.A.M.E. Membership, 5181 Holter Road, Jefferson, MD 21755 

Questions: (301) 788-3066 

Annual membership is for 12 months 

Name: __________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________________ 

State: ________ ZIP Code: __________________________ 

Phone: __________________________________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

Membership  Level: 

______________________ 

Amount Enclosed: 

$ ___________ . OO 

Date: __________________ 

All active members receive a copy of the monthly newsletter via email.  
Non-members and members who do not use email may check out past 

newsletters at www.frederickacoustic.org. 

Membership levels: Regular Membership $35 Student $10 

Senior (65+) $10 Family (up to 4) $60  Lifetime Membership $495 

All Regular and Lifetime members attend the annual F.A.M.E. picnic at no charge. 
Senior and student members and guests are welcome to attend at cost. 
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http://frederickacoustic.org/newsletters

