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Follow FAME on Facebook to keep up with  current events: 
 

https://www.facebook.com/FrederickAcousticFAME/ 
 

The new FAME website is up and running with new features in-
cluding membership renewal… 

 
www.frederickacoustic.org 

Board meetings are open to the public, and 

generally occur the first Wednesday of 

each month and are held at Lough Memo-

rials. Our next Meeting will be held 

Wednesday, October 7th via Zoom. If you 

wish to join please contact me or any 

board member and we can send you the 

meeting request. 

Sincerely, 

Sam Ott 

President 

. 

Greetings, 

 

I hope all our members are staying safe and 

healthy as we continue to navigate through 

the pandemic. 

 

I want to thank Tom Kohlhepp for taking on 

the membership responsibilities.  Recently 

everyone should have received a question-

naire. Please complete and let the board 

know what the membership would like to 

see FAME do differently, continue doing or 

any other suggestions.  We want the mem-

bers to get their monies worth and do what 

works for you. 

 

Donald Barber has been elected to the 

FAME board, we welcome him aboard and 

thank him for his work on the Sound Post 

newsletter. 

 

The last Sky Stage open mic is October 9th if 

you wish to perform make sure to sign up. 

Dr Dave should have the signup on the 

Facebook page shortly.  Speaking of open 

mics, we are looking to start the Serendipity 

series back up soon.  More information will 

follow later on Facebook and the website. 
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                                                             MUSIC MUSINGS 

 

Okay, it is now officially Fall.  Outdoor music, which has been happening at 

many venues with outdoor patios, grassy knolls, gazebos, etc., is now going to be 

slowing down due to cooler weather.  Music lovers will sit outside to listen if the 

weather is cool, but when it gets cold, not so much.  As we can imagine, live mu-

sical performances may disappear (again) until the current health crisis subsides 

and venues are allowed to reopen for indoor gigs.  Since we do not have a crystal 

ball, who knows when that will happen, and if it happens, how long will the lis-

tening public wait before they are comfortable sitting in a crowded room. 

 

This month's Guest Geek Gear Review highlights our most important gear – us.  

Speaking of gear that I see advertised occasionally, but I haven't had the nerve to 

spend money on (I really don't like throwing money away), are silicone finger-tip 

protectors.  The most well known product is Gorilla Tips, priced in the $10.00 +/- 

range.  What are they ?  Well, think little short finger-tip socks made from sili-

cone rubber.  They are advertised as a product to help guitarists eliminate finger-

tip pain while building up calluses.  Do they work ?  Ahhh, no.  Well, let me re-

phrase that.  They do protect finger-tips and they will allow someone to play a 

guitar longer before getting sore fingers, but they make fingering a guitar's fret-

board quite difficult.  And, finger-tip calluses, which a guitar player needs to play 

for extended periods of time, may not form.  Not to mention losing the feeling of 

finger-tip to string, which is so important.  For a humorous review, Google 

'Rubber Finger Guard Review'.  
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Social Media music performances are alive and well.  Since many acoustic per-

formers have not been able to perform much since February, many started per-

forming their music on social media platforms like Facebook and YouTube.  The 

names are too numerous to mention here, but check out your favorite performers 

online.  You may be surprised how much live acoustic music you can listen to 

from your sofa or home office chair.  And don't forget CD's and LP's, and DVD's.  

So much music is to be had for our listening pleasure.  It's not quite the same as 

listening to a real live performance at your favorite coffee house or concert venue, 

but it's still good. 

 

Don't forget the written word.  Make sure you read Tom Kohlhepp's monthly arti-

cles in the Sound Post.  If you are a Bob Dylan or Joan Baez fan, David Hajdu's 

'Positively 4th Street' is an interesting read (I'm on the final chapters).  It is filled 

with the reality of what we the listening public never see.  I cannot say it's all up-

lifting and rosey, but definitely interesting, and at times, rather scary.  'Positively 

4th Street', the lives and times of Joan Baez, Bob Dylan, Mimi Baez Farina and 

Richard Farina.  Check it out. 

 

And for those who haven't yet read 'Paul Simon – the life', pick up a copy.  The 

biography, which took the author (Robert Hilburn) three to four years of re-

search, is a fascinating read. 
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If you are enjoying the Wispy Mop Music Acoustic Radio Podcast Series, check 

out the newest shows.  Interesting to me are the statistics that Podbean gives me.  

This past week there were 61 people who listened to one of the podcasts.  Here is 

the breakdown: 

   United States – 55 

   Japan – 2 

   Australia – 1 

   Russia – 1 

   Unknown - 2 

 

        wispymopmusic.podbean.com or tune in on iTunes or Apple Podcasts 
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Worman’s Mill Village Square  
By Donald Barber 

During the month of September, Marjorie and I found a new sanctuary to continue 

our music explorations in a safe socially distant environment.  It is at the Wor-

man’s Mill Village Square.  In the middle of the square is a park and in the middle 

of the park is a  beautiful large gazebo. There, in 4 separate performances, we lis-

tened to music by John  “The Troubadour” Durant, John Durant Jr.,  Michael 

Schirf, Gary Brown, and Safe Harbor.  Each of them, in their own style, took us 

down memory lane with their renditions of our favorite music.  There were beer 

and wine vendors, and a Mexican Restaurant for  your drinking and eating pleas-

ure. 

                        The Gazebo                                           Michael Schirf 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                     

                      Gary Brown                                           Safe Harbor                
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What if you had the chance to leave 

a final message before you died? 

What would you say? It would have 

to be something that summed up 

everything that you stood for in life. 

You’d also like to inspire those you 

left behind. Bob Marley essentially 

had that opportunity to do just that 

with “Redemption Song”, the last 

song he would ever release before he 

died. He refused medical treatment 

because of his Rastafarian belief, and 

the fact that he didn’t want the 

cancer drugs to dull his mind. He 

wanted to make music for as long as 

he had left. 

 

Marley’s final album was with The 

Wailers called “Uprising” which was 

released in late 1980. He would be 

dead the following year from cancer. 

Bob had been battling cancer for 

several years, but most people had 

no idea. He was in constant pain 

towards the end, even when he 

recorded “Redemption Song” he 
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knew the end was near. 

 

The fact that “Redemption Song” 

was such a drastic departure from 

his other recordings is evidence 

that Marley had a fond farewell 

in mind. Instead of the reggae 

beats for which he was known, 

the song presents Marley alone 

with an acoustic guitar playing a 

song that would have been a 

good fit for Bob Dylan.  
 

“Redemption Song” begins with 

a story of how the narrator (Bob 

Marley) has been persecuted for 

years only to overcome it all with 

heavenly aid, leading to triumph. 

It was as if Marley was letting 

his millions of fans know that he 

was going to be all right in his 

next journey, just as the line 

implies his own Rastafarian faith 

was giving him strength in what 

must have been a time of great 

pain and fear.  
 

“Redemption Song” 
By Frederick Folklorist 
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As the song progresses, Marley 

turns his gaze outward to his ador-

ing fans and gives them some 

words of advice. To do this, he bor-

rows from a speech by noted orator 

Marcus Garvey, who’s views on 

uniting all  

those of African descent were a 

strong influence on Rastafarian 

principles. “Emancipate yourselves 

from mental slavery/none but our-

selves can free our mind” He para-

phrases Garvey suggesting that 

those he is addressing already have 

the power withing themselves to 

break free from any bonds. This 

went hand in hand with the message 

of hope that Bob Marley always 

had for his downtrodden Jamaican 

Countrymen.  

 

The song has even wielded its spe-

cial magic in the highest corridors 

of power via the rock and roll emis-

sary, Bono. Bono is quoted as say-

ing, “I carried Bob Marley’s 

‘Redemption Song’ to every meet-

ing I had with a politician, Prime 

Minister or President. It was for me 

a prophetic utterance, or as Bob 

would say, ‘the small ax that could 

fell the big tree.” 

 

In the chorus it returns to a simple 

plea from the performer to his lis-

teners: Won’t you help to sing/

These songs of freedom?” Maybe 

he needed to ask because he knew 

the importance of those songs and 

the fact that he wouldn’t be around 

to sing them much longer. 

 

Listen now to Bob Marley’s 

“Redemption Song.” Because of 

his very think Jamaican accent, 

I’ve chosen a version that has the 

words to it so you can follow 

along.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=kbyUPJooBfU&ab_channel=M

isterMusicusfr 
 

 

Next Month: Johnny B. Goode 
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Traditional Folk Song Circle News 
 

This last month’s second Zoom Traditional Folk 
Song Circle using The Rise Up Singing: Group 
Song Book (RUS), on Saturday, September 12, 
1-3pm was highlighted with a cameo 
appearance by F.A.M.E. Past President Rick 
Hill, zooming in from Monterey, VA joining the 
other eight participants this month. We had five 
who led or shared choruses or verses while singing 18 songs, 
seven songs were new.  
 
We are now at 780 songs sung (miscounted last month, reconciled 
by Dori Bailin) with our seven new songs, four lead by Rick Hill 
and three led by Bill Adams. 
 
Death and Dying references: Ship and crew in Lord Franklin, 
“Shots fired” in My Hometown; “…Soldiers, gone to graveyards, 
everyone.” in Where have the Flowers Gone. 
 
Attendees: Bill Adams, Deb Bailin, Board member Dori Bailin, 
Attendance and Song Tracker; Margie Barber; Bob Donham; 
Karen Fetters; Rick Hill; Carol Liebman, and Host Tomy Wright. 
 

By popular demand, this remains a two-hour event, now virtually, 
between 1- 3pm, second Saturdays. However, it is not open to the 
general public to just drop in, rather by referral by F.A.M.E. or 
SAW members. Next month’s RSC, will be posted on F.A.M.E. and 
SAW Facebook and websites as a recurring event that will require 

   Page 10  Page 10 Page 10   Traditional Folk Song Circle  by Tomy Wright  (Pg 1) 
 

Dublin Roasters, 1780 N. Market Street, Frederick 
Second Saturday of each month, 1-3 p.m. 
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http://www.dublinroasterscoffee.com/
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registration. We will build an email list for regular attendees and 
publish the Zoom RSC link in the Sound Post. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Join October’s Zoom Meeting: 
Tomy Wright's F.A.M.E/SAW RUS Traditional Folk Song Circle 
https://zoom.us/j/98562346406?
pwd=djNuV25xUFRSQ2REaTVCbUx3NUxUZz09 
Meeting ID: 985 6234 6406 
Passcode: 644466 
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Traditional Folk Song Circle (Pg 2) 
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https://zoom.us/j/98562346406?pwd=djNuV25xUFRSQ2REaTVCbUx3NUxUZz09
https://zoom.us/j/98562346406?pwd=djNuV25xUFRSQ2REaTVCbUx3NUxUZz09
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And in closing…Great to have Rick back with us and we even 
sang If I had a Hammer ala Trini Lopez led only as Rick can do. 
We’re marching along to 800 songs by next February. Especially 
want to note Carol and Don as first-time Zoom song leaders! I 
think we have a great thing going here and look forward to 
ensure others can join in the fun. Apologies to George Carroll, 
Guy Hofer, Virginia Javita, and Dave Koronet who couldn’t dial 
in. 
 

Please contact me at tomy@tomywright.com and provide the 
song(s) you’d like to lead. If you would like a list of songs we 
haven’t sung yet, also let me know and I’ll email it to you. 
 

Stay safe and be well for Pete’s sake, 
 

You [all] are my Sunshine! 
 Tomy  
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Traditional Folk Song Circle (Pg 3) 
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Classified ads are free to FAME members in good 
standing and will run for two consecutive months unless 

renewed in writing.   

Eligible advertisements include the following categories: 

Members who would like to buy, sell, or trade their 
musical instruments and musical equipment 

Members who are seeking out other musicians to play 
with - or members seeking out other musicians for the 

purpose of starting a band together 

Members offering private musical instruction and 
instrument lessons  

Members promoting upcoming gigs or concerts 

All transactions are strictly between the buyer and the 
seller, FAME only posts the advertisement.  The Sound 
Post editor reserves the right to reject any ad deemed to 

be commercial in nature, or not consistent with 
F.A.M.E.’s goals and overall mission. 

Submit your requests for a classified ad to 
samandkatherine@comcast.net 
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Wanted—Board members for the FAME Board.  Meetings once 

a month.  Help us keep acoustic music alive in Frederick 

County.  



 

    

 

 

Frederick Acoustic Music Enterprise (F.A.M.E.) is a 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion. Donations may be tax deductible if you itemize deductions. 

 FAME Board of Directors 
 

Sam Ott  ……………...President 

Dave Ott ……………..Treasurer 

Max Honn …………...Secretary 

Dori Bailin  ………….Organizer 

Dave Koronet …..Social Media 

Don Barber ………..Newsletter 

Hank Kobrinski .Scholarships 

and Workshops 

 

F.A.M.E. Goals: 
 

  To nurture, promote, and preserve original and traditional 
acoustic music of all genres in Frederick and Frederick County 
through live music, education, and community outreach. 
 
  To educate aspiring musicians and the general public about all 
aspects of original and traditional  acoustic music of all genres via 
workshops, open mics,  showcases, and concerts. 
 
  To reach out to the community via workshops and concerts, 
especially through schools and youth organizations and the setting 
up of mentoring opportunities for young and aspiring acoustic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please mail to: F.A.M.E. Membership, 5181 Holter Road, Jefferson, MD 21755 

Questions: (301) 788-3066 

Annual membership is for 12 months 

Name: __________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________________ 

State: ________ ZIP Code: __________________________ 

Phone: __________________________________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

Membership  Level: 

______________________ 

Amount Enclosed: 

$ ___________ . OO 

Date: __________________ 

All active members receive a copy of the monthly newsletter via email.  
Non-members and members who do not use email may check out past 

newsletters at www.frederickacoustic.org. 

Membership levels: Regular Membership $35 Student $10 

Senior (65+) $10 Family (up to 4) $60  Lifetime Membership $495 

All Regular and Lifetime members attend the annual F.A.M.E. picnic at no charge. 
Senior and student members and guests are welcome to attend at cost. 
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http://frederickacoustic.org/newsletters

