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Follow FAME on Facebook to keep up with  current events: 
 

https://www.facebook.com/FrederickAcousticFAME/ 
 

The new FAME website is up and running with new features in-
cluding membership renewal… 

 
www.frederickacoustic.org 

month and are held at Lough Memorials. 

Our next Meeting will be held Wednesday, 

November 3rd at Lough Memorial and we 

will host via Zoom as well for those unable 

to attend in person. If you wish to join 

please contact me or any board member 

and we can send you the meeting request. 

Sincerely, 

Sam Ott 

President 

. 

Greetings, 

 

I hope all our members are staying safe and 

healthy as we continue to navigate through 

the pandemic. 

Recently Tom Kohlhepp, membership, sent 

out a questionnaire to all our members ask-

ing what the board of directors should look 

to do for the organization to make it interest-

ing for our members.  Please complete and 

return the questionnaire or come to one of 

our board meetings. We would be interested 

in your ideas. 

Serendipity open mics will resume on Friday 

November 6th from 7 to 9 pm. Same rules as 

the Sky Stage open mics. You must pre-

register and bring your own mic or purchase 

a mic cover for $1.  Mask and 6 ft distancing 

will be enforced for all non-performers.  We 

hope to make this as successful as the  Sky 

Stage open mics and give performers a 

chance to play during the winter months. 

Check our Facebook page to sign up, limit 

of 10 performance openings. We also are 

looking for Hosts for the open Mics, if inter-

ested please contact Dr. Dave Koronet. 

Board meetings are open to the public, and 

generally occur the first Wednesday of each 
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                                                             MUSIC MUSINGS 

 

Okay, Halloween is behind us and the clocks have been turned back (did you sleep 

late ?).  It's now much closer to winter, which means air temperatures are cooler and 

outdoor live performances are fewer.  Indoor performances are still 'in the future' so 

what is a person to do ?  Well, there are plenty of online performances available, some 

live streams on Facebook, some mini-concert YouTube performances.  And of course 

there is always the trusted CD, vinyl LP or radio.  If you play an instrument, make 

your living room a concert venue, whether a concert for one (yourself), close family 

members or friends via your smart phone video program. 

 

F.A.M.E. President Sam Ott mentioned to me that the open mic at Serendipity in 

downtown Frederick may soon resume.  Details are being worked out with manage-

ment for a safe experience.  Stay tuned. 

 

F.A.M.E. Lifetime member Ken Glasser gifted me a book a couple weeks ago, '50 Pro 

Tips for Musicians' by Jim Henry, subtitle - 'Practical Advice for an Impractical Busi-

ness.'  Jim Henry happens to be Ken's guitar teacher (via Zoom).  Jim lives in western 

Massachusetts, but before COVID he toured the world, sharing the stage with Mary 

Chapin Carpenter, David Bromberg, The Weepies, Shawn Colvin and Vince Gill.  Jim 

has given us a simple and easy read on tips that he gained from his 30+ years in the 

music business.  It is well worth the read.  You can get it for $15.00 directly from Jim 

(www.jimhenry.net).  

http://www.jimhenry.net/
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The Wispy Mop Music Acoustic Radio podcast series is still fun, with re-

cent shows highlighting Frank Davis, Michael Kelly and Kristin Re-

becca.  There is even a short show on how the thickness of your guitar 

pick can change the sound of your guitar.  New show weekly.       

 

   wispymopmusic.podbean.com or tune in on iTunes or Apple Podcasts 
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Capo Schmapo, It's Just a Capo 
 

Here in the good old U.S.A., we call them 'capos' (long 'a').  In England the Brits 

call them 'capos' (short 'a').  Whichever way you pronounce it, I say a hearty 'thank 

you' to whoever came up with the idea, and to those gadget geeks who have 

continued the quest to perfect the mighty capo. 

 

As a fellow who loves anything related to guitar (mainly acoustic guitar), I own 

way too many gadgets, many of which I never use.  That being said, my coffee 

table looks impressive with its assortment of capos, picks, tuners, etc.  But since 

this article is about capos, let me whittle it down to G7th Capos.  G7th Capos are 

the brainchild of design engineer and guitar player Nick Campling.   

 

I own five G7th Capos, so let's review them.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First of all, I consider the G7th line to be on the high-priced side, but well worth 

the investment.  Consider the G7th Heritage (yoke style) capo.  At $149.99 it is 

one of the more expensive capos on the market.  However, if you like the yoke 

style, it is light years better than it's closest competitor (in my humble opinion).  

The design is simple looking, but highly engineered for smooth operation.  It feels 

substantial even though its size is quite compact.  The Adaptive Radius 

Technology (A.R.T.) adapts to fretboard radius and string gauge, thus working on 

any guitar.  Other capos are designed with a general radius curve that will work 

well, but doesn't fit any guitar's fretboard exactly.  The A.R.T. Capo technology 

does – it adapts.  Thus, having to retune after applying the capo is kept to a 
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minimum (or not at all), making the transition from one song to the next quick, 

with fewer tuning problems.  The adjustable cam mechanism is smooth and offers 

minute changes of pressure, minimizing string distortion.  All this fine tuning 

quality does come at a higher price tag, so keep a close eye on it. 

 

I purchased my Original G7th capo many years ago (approximately $60.00), 

before Nick & company began offering different versions.  It works well and gets 

used often (both at home and on gigs).  My only complaint, and one shared by 

many users, is the weight – it's quite heavy.  And the release mechanism requires 

two hands.  To combat the weight problem, the G7th Performance 2 was designed.  

It is thinner (less weight) and the release mechanism was reversed so the capo can 

be applied and removed one-handed.  Does it work better than the original ?  No, 

but it is lighter in weight.  I still attach and remove it with two hands (just my 

way).  It costs $39.99. 

 

G7th also makes a Performance 3.  Same specs as the Performance 2, but with 

G7th's Adaptive Radius Technology (A.R.T.) which adjusts to any fretboard 

radius.  I have ordered one, but as of this writing it is in transit.  I'll guarantee it'll 

get more use than both the Original and Performance 2 because of the A.R.T. Pad.  

Although it looks identical to the Performance 2, price is higher at $54.99. 
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The G7th Newport Partial capo is a competitor to the original partial capo made 

by Schubb.  Although it works well, especially on guitars with thin necks, I like 

the Schubb better.  Still, it works as designed and the silver color matches my 

Original (sometimes presentation is important... like coordinating clothing and 

guitar straps). 

 

The G7th Ultralight is made from composite material.  It is extremely lightweight 

(8 grams).  It works well, but I find attaching and removing it to be somewhat 

difficult.  Once on the guitar it works well (some retuning may be needed, as with 

most capos), doesn't add weight to the neck, and seems to enhance the sound of 

the guitar more than any other capo I've used.  I know that sounds odd, but it really 

does.  Who knows why, but on some of my guitars, it is a my capo of choice.  It is 

also low-cost at $12.99 and is offered with blue, yellow or black string pad..  To 

see/hear one, Google 'Click. Twist. Play. The G7th Ultralight Capo.' 

 

For many years the Keyser quick change trigger style capo was the industry 

standard, the one most players used.  I used one until the spring broke, 

unfortunately at a gig.  I found the spring too tight and retuning was needed every 

time, so I replaced it with a D'Addario Planet Waves NS Capo (the model Josh 

Gray uses).  It worked well and I still own two, but once I purchased my first G7th 

all other brands collect dust.   

 

So if any old capo is fine with you, disregard this review.  But,... if quality, ease of 

use and good tuning are important, check out one of the G7th capos.  I give them 

two thumbs up. 

 

Now go make some music ! 
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Catoctin Breeze Winery Visit 
By Donald Barber 
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On October 17th, we attended what is probably our last open air concert 

for the Fall season at the Catoctin Breeze Winery.  We were by far not the 

only attendees for this last event.  The parking lot was full and the so-

cially distant crowd was large.  In the middle of the grounds was a Win-

ery sponsored large fire pit which helped those nearby to stay warm as 

the sun set and the temperature dropped into the high 40’s.  Once again 

we were entertained by John “The Troubadour” Durant who had an inter-

esting story to tell about how John Denver came about to write his signa-

ture song “Country Roads”. 
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It’s strange that some of the best stories of 

people’s lives make the best songs, but 

that seems to be the case with Chuck 

Berry and “Johnny B. Goode.”  

 

While everything in the song is not 

exactly his life story, Chuck used many of 

his childhood experiences and put them 

into the song. Let’s start with the title. 

 

Chuck Berry got the name “Johnny” from 

Johnnie Johnson who was the piano 

player who collaborated with Chuck on 

many of his hit songs including, 

“Maybellene”, “Roll Over Beethoven” 

and “Sweet Little 16”. Johnson would 

write the songs on the piano and then 

Berry converted them to guitar and wrote 

the lyrics. Chuck got the B. from his last 

name Berry, simple enough. You might 

think that Goode should have been Good, 

but here’s the reason why it’s spelled that 

way. Chuck Berry was raised in St. Louis, 

and the street he grew up on was…you 

got it Goode St. it was 2520 Goode St. to 

be exact. The street has since been re-

named Annie Malone Dr. after the woman 

who financed a children’s home on the 

street. 
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Although Chuck Berry grew up in St. 

Louis, he had a Grandfather that lived 

in Louisiana. In fact the Grandfather 

lived in a log cabin back up in the 

woods in the evergreens….yep that’s 

where that line came from. Chuck 

never went there, but that’s how he 

said his mother described it to him. 

She also was the one responsible for 

developing the line….”someday your 

name will be in lights, saying Johnny 

B Goode tonight,” but she would of 

course use his name instead.  

 

Chuck had originally written the 

lyrics to read, “that little colored boy 

can play.” but changed it to read. 

“that little country boy can play,” 

because he said he didn’t want to 

alienate his white fans. 

 

This song is a great example of the 

care and precision Berry used when 

writing and delivering his lyrics. He 

wanted the words to his songs to tell 

a story and stand on their own. He 

took great care to clearly enunciate so 

listeners could understand them. 

Obviously, Dylan didn’t get the 

memo. 

“Johnny B Goode” 
By Frederick Folklorist 



 

Pull Up A Chair (Page 2 of 2) 
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One quick story and a great side note 

here…. The story…. In 1981 Keith 

Richards, who greatly admired Chuck 

Berry, went backstage at a Chuck Berry 

show in NY to meet his idol. Just as 

Chuck was walking in the dressing 

room Richards made the mistake of 

plucking the strings on one of Berry’s 

guitars. Chuck Berry walks over to 

Keith Richards and says, “nobody 

messes with my guitars,” and punched 

him in the face giving Richards a black 

eye for a month. This wasn’t out of 

character for the sometimes-prickly 

Berry. Richards later said, “I love his 

work, but I couldn’t warm up to him 

even if I was getting cremated next to 

him.” 

 

The great side note…. The guy who 

played base on the song was Willy 

Dixon. They should make a movie about 

Willy Dixon. He was a wonderful song 

writer who wrote many songs that made 

Muddy Waters, Bo Diddley, Howlin’ 

Wolf and Little Water famous. He re-

ceived a Grammy, and is in the Blues 

Hall of Fame, the Rock and Roll Hall of 

Fame and the Song Writers Hall of 

Fame. In 1987 he successfully sued Led 

Zeppelin for plagiarizing the bands use 

of his songs in “Bring it on Home” and 

“Whole Lotta Love” …. but wait there’s 

more…. He was 6 feet 6 inches tall and 

weighed 250 pounds. Willy was a 

Golden Gloves Heavyweight boxing 

champion who was also a sparing part-

ner for Joe Luis. When WWII broke 

out Willy refused to go and declared 

himself a conscious objector. He said 

he wouldn’t fight for a country in 

which institutionalized racism and rac-

ist laws were prevalent. He served 10 

months in jail because of his belief. 

Very Interesting guy. 

 

Ok let’s wrap this up here. In 1977 

NASA sent a copy of this record on the 

Voyager space probe as part of a pack-

age that was meant to represent the 

best in American culture. Someday, 

aliens could find it and discover Chuck 

Berry. I’ve never seen an alien do the 

duck walk…humm could be interest-

ing…. stay tuned. 

  

Listen now to the new hit single that’s 

flying up the charts on Venus and 

Mars. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=WLMK9-Ns-

TY&ab_channel=hollywoodagogo 

 

Next Month: A run down of all my 

past articles 
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Traditional Folk Song Circle News 
 
For Immediate Release: The Frederick Acoustic 
Music Enterprise's (F.A.M.E.) Monthly Second 
Saturday Traditional Folk Song Circle on Zoom 
Reaches 800 Songs Sung After Eight Years... 
 
How about them apples?! Welcome to this 
installment of the Traditional Folk Song Circle 
News. Thanks to the few and not so proud 
participants using The Rise Up Singing: Group Song 
Book (RUS), on Saturday, October 12, 1-3pm to create this 
monumental achievement for nurturing, preserving, and promoting 
Acoustic Music of all genres in Frederick County and beyond, 
courtesy of Zoom.  
 
We sang 25 songs with only five previously sung songs. Spirituals 
and Sacred Rounds were the lead categories, respectively with 7 and 
5 songs. 
 
So we are now at 801 songs sung with 20 new songs, eleven by Bill 
Adams who has made the most of the Pandemic by learning new 
songs as his positive project, three by Barbara Collins, who finally 
joined us on Zoom and leveraged her youthful summer camp 
counselor song leader skills, four by me as I just so happened to 
recall from church, and lastly, Deb Bailin's courageous rendition of 
Kansas City from Oklahoma!  
 
Despite so many new songs, there were only two Death and Dying 
references: Bill Adams sang The Great Silkie, that alluded to two 
deaths, and The Cutty Wren, with a dead bird.  
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Dublin Roasters, 1780 N. Market Street, Frederick 
Second Saturday of each month, 1-3 p.m. 
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http://www.dublinroasterscoffee.com/
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Attendees: Bill Adams, Deb Bailin, Board member Dori 
Bailin, Attendance and Song Tracker; George Carroll, Barbara 
Collins; Donham; Karen Fetters, resident photographer; and Host Tomy 
Wright.  
 

Join November’s Zoom Meeting:  
Tomy Wright's F.A.M.E/SAW RUS Traditional Folk Song Circle  
https://zoom.us/j/98562346406?
pwd=djNuV25xUFRSQ2REaTVCbUx3NUxUZz09  
Meeting ID: 985 6234 6406  
Passcode: 644466  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And in closing...What a great afternoon of fun and camaraderie, never 
thinking we'd embark on a musical March through Georgia with the only 
casualties of completing several musical categories and 20 new songs. 
If you would like a list of songs we haven’t sung yet, let me know and I’ll 
email it to you. Please contact me at tomy@tomywright.com. 
Regardless of setting records of more new songs, we're looking forward 
just to see you all on Zoom and share singing opportunities. Tell you 
friends and share the link. Until then, stay safe, be well, and for Pete’s 
sake, and all of us, Vote!   
 
"You are my Sunshine,"   
 Tomy 

   Page 12  Page 12 Page 12 

Traditional Folk Song Circle (Pg 2) 
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https://zoom.us/j/98562346406?pwd=djNuV25xUFRSQ2REaTVCbUx3NUxUZz09
https://zoom.us/j/98562346406?pwd=djNuV25xUFRSQ2REaTVCbUx3NUxUZz09
mailto:tomy@tomywright.com


 

Page 13 

 

Hi F.A.M.E. members.  My name is Dori Bailin.  I am a board 

member and lecture series coordinator. 

 

Were you aware that F.A.M.E. has a lecture series?  We’ve had 

many fascinating and talented people come speak to us about 

their musical talents and passions.  We’ve had performers, 

historians, and luthiers, each brilliant in their field. 

 

We would like to continue our educational outreach.  If you 

have a musical passion you would like to share with our 

members or if you would like to recommend a speaker for our 

series, please email our president, Sam Ott.  He will forward 

your message to me. 

 

Also, if you’d like to recommend a venue for our lectures 

please let us know.  In the past, we have held our lectures at the 

C. Burr Artz Public Library in downtown Frederick but it’s 

been difficult reserving the room.  We would love to find 

another free space with good parking. 

 

Thanks for your interest.  Hope to hear from you so we can 

continue this stimulating and inspiring event. 

   Page 13  Page 13 Page 13 F.A.M.E. Lecture Series Page 13 
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Classified ads are free to FAME members in good 
standing and will run for two consecutive months unless 

renewed in writing.   

Eligible advertisements include the following categories: 

Members who would like to buy, sell, or trade their 
musical instruments and musical equipment 

Members who are seeking out other musicians to play 
with - or members seeking out other musicians for the 

purpose of starting a band together 

Members offering private musical instruction and 
instrument lessons  

Members promoting upcoming gigs or concerts 

All transactions are strictly between the buyer and the 
seller, FAME only posts the advertisement.  The Sound 
Post editor reserves the right to reject any ad deemed to 

be commercial in nature, or not consistent with 
F.A.M.E.’s goals and overall mission. 

Submit your requests for a classified ad to 
samandkatherine@comcast.net 
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Wanted—Board members for the FAME Board.  Meetings once 

a month.  Help us keep acoustic music alive in Frederick 

County.  



 

    

 

 

Frederick Acoustic Music Enterprise (F.A.M.E.) is a 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion. Donations may be tax deductible if you itemize deductions. 

 FAME Board of Directors 
 

Sam Ott  ……………...President 

Dave Ott ……………..Treasurer 

Max Honn …………...Secretary 

Dori Bailin  ………….Organizer 

Dave Koronet …..Social Media 

Don Barber ………..Newsletter 

Hank Kobrinski .Scholarships 

and Workshops 

 

F.A.M.E. Goals: 
 

  To nurture, promote, and preserve original and traditional 
acoustic music of all genres in Frederick and Frederick County 
through live music, education, and community outreach. 
 
  To educate aspiring musicians and the general public about all 
aspects of original and traditional  acoustic music of all genres via 
workshops, open mics,  showcases, and concerts. 
 
  To reach out to the community via workshops and concerts, 
especially through schools and youth organizations and the setting 
up of mentoring opportunities for young and aspiring acoustic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please mail to: F.A.M.E. Membership, 5181 Holter Road, Jefferson, MD 21755 

Questions: (301) 788-3066 

Annual membership is for 12 months 

Name: __________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________________ 

State: ________ ZIP Code: __________________________ 

Phone: __________________________________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

Membership  Level: 

______________________ 

Amount Enclosed: 

$ ___________ . OO 

Date: __________________ 

All active members receive a copy of the monthly newsletter via email.  
Non-members and members who do not use email may check out past 

newsletters at www.frederickacoustic.org. 

Membership levels: Regular Membership $35 Student $10 

Senior (65+) $10 Family (up to 4) $60  Lifetime Membership $495 

All Regular and Lifetime members attend the annual F.A.M.E. picnic at no charge. 
Senior and student members and guests are welcome to attend at cost. 
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Starting in the FAME Newsletter for December 2020 

we will once again publish business cards for our 

membership at no cost. 

 

Please send a digital image (JPG) of your business 

card to this editor at dbarber912@aol.com. 

 

The preferred size for a business card is 2 inches by 

3.5 inches. 

 

Business cards will remain in the newsletter until I re-

ceive notification for their removal. 

 

Business card digital images are due to the editor by 

the 25th of the month for publication in the next 

monthly issue. 


