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Follow FAME on Facebook to keep up with  current events: 
 

https://www.facebook.com/FrederickAcousticFAME/ 
 

The new FAME website is up and running with new features in-
cluding membership renewal… 

 
www.frederickacoustic.org 

ahead in 2021, to all be safe, stay healthy 

and be kind to your fellow man. 

Board meetings are open to the public, and 

generally occur the first Wednesday of 

each month and are held at Lough Memo-

rials. Our next Meeting will be held 

Wednesday, January 6th via Zoom. If you 

wish to join, please contact me or any 

board member and we can send you the 

meeting request. 

Sincerely, 

Sam Ott 

President 

Greetings, 

 

As we enter the new year, we find COVID 

19 restrictions are still a part of our daily 

life, sickening family, friends and limiting 

our social gatherings and entertainment 

events. However, hope springs eternal as we 

have new vaccines which in time will help 

build immunities and allow us to get back to 

what use to be our normal lives. Once we 

are able FAME will start back hosting open 

mics, lecture series and workshops.  I antici-

pate that will not be until late spring.  In the 

meantime, check out all the member content 

on YouTube, Zoom and other social media 

platforms. 

Performing members feel free to send in 

your videos to upload on the FAME You-

Tube channel.  You may think well I have 

my own so why should I do that.  Exposure, 

someone may see your video on the channel 

that has never heard of you before and after 

seeing your video wants to see more. It is 

free to members so why not. 

Members send in your business cards for the 

newsletter.  We are starting that section back 

so join in. 

As we leave 2020 we can only say good rid-

dance and look forward to the bright future 
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                                                             MUSIC MUSINGS 

 

My Christmas Holiday Wish Came True! 

  
The first shipment of the COVID vaccine has arrived.  By the 

time you read this, thousands of doses of the vaccine will have 

been administered, and hopefully we will begin to put a dent into 

the spread of the virus. 

 

On the LIVE acoustic music front there isn't much to report, but 

there is still plenty of music to be heard.  Grab those old LP's 

from yesteryear, wipe off the dust, plug the turntable in and take 

a nostalgic trip of tunes. 

 

Still have cassette tapes hidden in a box because your cassette 

player bought the farm years ago?  Check online for a cassette 

player that allows you to transfer music to your computer via 

USB.  I received one for Christmas and I now have long lost 

songs in my iTunes library available for listening... what fun. 
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As noted in last month's SOUND POST, this January 2021 issue 

is the last one for the Frederick Folklorist Tom Kohlhepp.  I will 

miss Tom's articles. Hopefully another F.A.M.E. Member has a 

hankering for writing.  If you have an interest, contact Sam Ott, 

Donald Barber or myself.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And don't forget that we want your suggestions for how to make 

F.A.M.E. Better.  This is the time to begin planning for the return 

of 'normal', so if you have an idea, please share it. 
    

www.wispymopmusic.podbean.com 
 



 

‘Guest Geek’ Gear Review (Page 1 of 3) 
By Todd Walker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proper Guitar Bridge Pin Installation  

 
Have you ever given much thought to your bridge pin?  Well, I 

know we covered bridge pins as a gift in last month's column, but 

other than the type of material bridge pins are made from, how 

about an easy fix to help with proper bridge pin installation.  

Huh?  Yep, although they look simple enough, there is a right way 

and a wrong way to install them.  Come on Todd, what are talking 

about?  You put them into the hole and tighten the strings.  What's 

the big deal?  Let's take a look inside the guitar to see what should 

be, and what sometimes happens that shouldn't..... 
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Pushing the ball end of the string down into the hole may, or may 

not seat the string properly.  Take a look at the 'wrong' photo.  See 

how the bridge pin has pushed the ball end straight down?  If it 

doesn't move up to the bridge plate properly like you see in the 

other photo, you may find the string suddenly de-tune in the mid-

dle of a song.   

 

Or worse, if it happens too often, the bridge plate could be dam-

aged if tightening the string snaps the ball end into the wood, re-

peatedly over time.   

 

Once all the strings are on the guitar, how can you tell if the ball 

ends are properly placed, or not?  I suppose you could install all 

the strings into the bridge plate without attaching them to the head 

stock tuners, reach inside and feel to make sure the ball ends are 

up against the brigeplate.   

 

Or, you could modify your bridge pins so they automatically slide 

the ball end into the proper position.   

 

Let's take a look at an easy way to modify your pins.  All you'll 

need is a flat hard surface and a sheet of sandpaper. 

 

Note, this technique will easily modify a wooden bridge pin, and 

will work with plastic pins, but I suggest spending a few dollars 

on a nice set of wooden pins to improve the sound of your guitar.  
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Place the sheet of sandpaper on a flat hard surface.  Hold the pin 

so the slotted side is facing down, at an angle, and rub back and 

forth until the end of the pin has a good beveled shape to it.  The 

end of the pin will now allow the ball end of the string to easily 

slide up the pin to the bridge plate, seating it properly.  Tah-Tah! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have brass bridge pins, you can still modify them, but 

you'll need a good file and something to securely hold the pin 

while you file.   

 

Now go make some music! 
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Sorry if you’ve heard this before, but I was sitting with our former 

president Rick Hill at the 2012 annual FAME picnic. He mentioned that 

he thought it would be great if he could find someone to write articles 

from a historical point of view about music for the FAME monthly 

newsletter. Rick had no idea at that point that he had just awoken a 

sleeping monster.  

 

I joined FAME because of my love of acoustic music but didn’t really 

know how I might contribute to the organization. I don’t play an 

instrument and can’t read or write music. However, I do have a wide and 

deep knowledge of music trivia. I also was lucky enough to be instructed 

by Alan Lomax the great music historian while I was a student at Rutgers 

University. So I turned to Rick and said, “Hey I think I’d like to take you 

up on that offer.” Nearly 100 articles later Rick has moved to Virginia, 

we are on our third newsletter editor, the COVID virus has shut us down 

and I’m still here – go figure.  

 

I remember writing my first couple of articles, Woody Guthrie, Pete 

Seeger and Leadbelly. I wrote and re-wrote each line until I felt like I 

could recite the entire article from memory. There were papers all over 

the floor at my feet. I wanted to make sure everything I wrote was 

accurate and told an entertaining story.  

Here are a couple of back stories of the back stories I wrote about…. 

 

In the article about the Newport Folk Festival I got to wondering what 

the very first song sung at the very first Newport Folk Festival was, and 
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My Final Article 
By Frederick Folklorist 
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who sang it. I had a hunch on the singer but could only guess on the 

song.  

 

I went to the web trying to find the answer. No luck on that. OK so I then 

went to the Folk Festival’s website and emailed the director asking what 

the first song was and who sang it. To my delight the next day I had an 

email from the director. His reply was…he had no idea, but he would put 

me in touch with their Festival Historian. So I sent an email to the 

historian requesting the same information, and to my delight he sends me 

a reply…. he had no idea either, but he had some files in his basement 

and would check and get back to me. The next day I get the answer…. he 

still had no idea, but he had one more place to check for the folder that 

might have the answer. Then he casually mentioned that if it wasn’t there, 

he would have to call Pete. My heart stopped for a minute. Did he mean 

Pete Seeger? Was he about to call Pete Seeger because of me? Maybe he 

would just let me call Pete by myself, after all he must be busy with all 

his Folk Festival history stuff. I’d be glad to help ease his workload, just 

give me the number and you can go back to re-writing the Festival 

program showing where the nearest bathrooms, snack bars and trash cans 

are located. I stayed up half the night thinking of witty things to say to 

Pete Seeger when I talked to him. Then the dreaded email….            he 

found the folder….there would be no call to Pete. It was as I suspected 

and actually Pete himself who sang the first song “Michael Row the Boat 

Ashore.” It would have been so much better my way don’t you think? 

 

Other great back story was the Patsy Cline article that I wrote that I 

turned into getting a bronze and granite memorial at the house were Patsy 

lived when she first married Gerald Cline here in Frederick. It’s the 

house next to the gas station at the Fair Grounds if you want to check it 

out. As the years pass and I drive by the house and see the memorial it 
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makes me very proud that I made that happen and that FAME left its 

mark.  

 

Since this is already the longest article I’ve ever written I guess I better 

wrap things up. It’s been hard lately to feel inspired about writing these 

articles. It was feeling more and more like a job and not an enjoyment. 

That’s why I know it’s the right move to step away for a while. Writing 

monthly articles since 2012 has been a great experience. Don’t be 

surprised from time to time if you see me contribute an article for the 

newsletter. You haven’t seen the last of the Frederick Folklorist.  

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The FAME community thanks The Frederick Folklorist 

for his many entertaining and informative articles and 

insight on historical events and persons from the music 

industry over the decades. 

 

We also look forward to his future contributions to this 

newsletter. 



 

Page 11 

Traditional Folk Song Circle News 
 

Happy New Year fellow members and Song Circlers!  
We had 10 participants dial-in to our fourth Zoom, 
second Saturday monthly event in December, held in 
the comfort of our respective homes in MD, VA, VT. 
We sang 19 songs, 11 new ones from the SING 
OUT! Rise Up Singing (RUS) The Group Singing 
Songbook that puts us at 817 songs from that 
edition, and three additional new songs: two from the 
newer SING OUT! Rise Again, and Mel Torme’s Christmas classic, The 
Christmas Song. (Complete list below). The leading Category was Play 
with four songs. There were three songs that referred to Death & 
Dying: "Love Is Come Again," "Annie's Song," and "The Soup Song." 
 
It has taken a couple of months to adjust to the new format to maximize 
attendee participation because we can’t all sing successfully together at 
one time on Zoom. New songs are still pretty much solo performances, but 
now we routinely share previously sung songs and determine after each 
song is selected who wants to sing a chorus, verse or even a bridge. I 
believe this method has really added to the fun and camaraderie as we are 
just a month away from celebrating our Ninth Anniversary as F.A.M.E.’s 
longest enduring original Community-Outreach event.  
 
Additionally, true to F.A.M.E.’s goals, I’m especially pleased to announce 
that we have two new members from Vermont. They are Deb Bailin and 
Bob Donham. 
 
Attendees: Bill Adams*, Deb Bailin; Board Member Dori Bailin*, Attendance 
and Song Tracker; George Carroll**, Barbara Collins***, Bob Donham, 
Karen Fetters, Carol Liebman, Mike Schirf and Host Tomy Wright . 
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  Traditional Folk Song Circle  (Pg 1 of 3) 

By Tomy Wright 
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*4 new RUS songs 
**3 new RUS songs  
***1 new RUS song 
 
If you would like to have a list of remaining unsung songs sent to you, 
please contact tomy@tomywright.com. 
 
Next Month’s Information: 
 
Topic: F.A.M.E. SAW RUS Traditional Folk Song Circle Zoom Meeting 
with Tomy Wright 
Time: Jan 9, 2021 01:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
https://zoom.us/j/98562346406?
pwd=djNuV25xUFRSQ2REaTVCbUx3NUxUZz09 
Meeting ID: 985 6234 6406 
Passcode: 644466 
 
And in closing…Since the Pandemic and the associated social 
distancing, many of us have become more familiar and comfortable with 
the virtual meetings for work, like Zoom. But I dare say, there is a more 
satisfying and uplifting feeling of community after spending two hours 
with our Song Circle. Tell your friends, share the information above. Like 
we did last month, even if they don’t have the RUS songbook, we’ll 
entertain solo performances just to be inclusive. Looking forward to 
reconnecting with our regulars, too. Special thanks to Dori and Karen for 
their input to this article. 
 
Stay safe, be well! 
 
You are my sunshine, 
 
Tomy  
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Classified ads are free to FAME members in good 
standing and will run for two consecutive months unless 

renewed in writing.   

Eligible advertisements include the following categories: 

Members who would like to buy, sell, or trade their 
musical instruments and musical equipment 

Members who are seeking out other musicians to play 
with - or members seeking out other musicians for the 

purpose of starting a band together 

Members offering private musical instruction and 
instrument lessons  

Members promoting upcoming gigs or concerts 

All transactions are strictly between the buyer and the 
seller, FAME only posts the advertisement.  The Sound 
Post editor reserves the right to reject any ad deemed to 

be commercial in nature, or not consistent with 
F.A.M.E.’s goals and overall mission. 

Submit your requests for a classified ad to 
samandkatherine@comcast.net 
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Wanted—Board members for the FAME Board.  Meetings once 

a month.  Help us keep acoustic music alive in Frederick 

County.  



 

    

 

 

Frederick Acoustic Music Enterprise (F.A.M.E.) is a 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion. Donations may be tax deductible if you itemize deductions. 

 FAME Board of Directors 
 

Sam Ott  ……………...President 

Dave Ott ……………..Treasurer 

Max Honn …………...Secretary 

Dori Bailin  ………….Organizer 

Dave Koronet …..Social Media 

Don Barber ………..Newsletter 

Hank Kobrinski .Scholarships 

and Workshops 

 

F.A.M.E. Goals: 
 

  To nurture, promote, and preserve original and traditional 
acoustic music of all genres in Frederick and Frederick County 
through live music, education, and community outreach. 
 
  To educate aspiring musicians and the general public about all 
aspects of original and traditional  acoustic music of all genres via 
workshops, open mics,  showcases, and concerts. 
 
  To reach out to the community via workshops and concerts, 
especially through schools and youth organizations and the setting 
up of mentoring opportunities for young and aspiring acoustic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please mail to: F.A.M.E. Membership, 5181 Holter Road, Jefferson, MD 21755 

Questions: (301) 788-3066 

Annual membership is for 12 months 

Name: __________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________________ 

State: ________ ZIP Code: __________________________ 

Phone: __________________________________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

Membership  Level: 

______________________ 

Amount Enclosed: 

$ ___________ . OO 

Date: __________________ 

All active members receive a copy of the monthly newsletter via email.  
Non-members and members who do not use email may check out past 

newsletters at www.frederickacoustic.org. 

Membership levels: Regular Membership $35 Student $10 

Senior (65+) $10 Family (up to 4) $60  Lifetime Membership $495 

All Regular and Lifetime members attend the annual F.A.M.E. picnic at no charge. 
Senior and student members and guests are welcome to attend at cost. 
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Please send a digital image (JPG) of your business card to 

this editor at dbarber912@aol.com. 

The preferred size for a business card is 2 inches by 3.5 

inches. 

Business cards will remain in the newsletter until I receive 

notification for their removal. 

Business card digital images are due to the editor by the 

25th of the month for publication in the next monthly issue. 


