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Follow FAME on Facebook to keep up with  current events: 
 

https://www.facebook.com/FrederickAcousticFAME/ 
 

The new FAME website is up and running with new features in-
cluding membership renewal… 

 
www.frederickacoustic.org 

Board meetings are open to the public, 

and generally occur the first Wednesday 

of each month. Due to COVID meetings 

currently are being held via ZOOM. If 

interested to attend please contact me or 

any board member and we will forward 

the login. There will be no February 

meeting of the board. 

Sincerely, 

Sam Ott 

President 

Greetings FAME Members, 

 

Well COVID and winter are keeping the 

music scene pretty cold but the FAME 

website is heating up.  Thanks to some 

great work by our Newsletter editor Don-

ald Barber the website is getting a bit of a 

makeover and major updating. Please 

check it out and provide us with some 

feedback as we try and make it a go to 

source for FAME happenings along with 

our Facebook page and other social me-

dia offerings. 

The board in January approved a new 

program for our Scholarships and Music 

grants.  We will be putting the program 

rules up on the website once we have up-

dated the application.  We have had many 

long board discussions in coming to a 

program that everyone agrees works in 

the best interest of FAME and will aid 

our members.  I commend the board for 

their efforts. 

Remain vigilant in staying healthy and 

safe during these difficult times. I know 

we are all looking forward to getting back 

to the music. 
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while  
 

 

                                                             MUSIC MUSINGS 

 

How to Beat 'COVID' Cabin Fever 

  

Cold weather means less outdoor time and the chance of the 

walls closing in, especially during our current virus situation.  

Here are several things that might make winter isolation more 

bearable. 

 

If you like to read, here are a couple of interesting books for fans 

of late 1960's and early 1970's acoustic music, both from the pen 

of 'David Browne'. 

 

Crosby, Stills, Nash & Young, the Wild Definitive Saga of 

Rock's Greatest Supergroup. Published in 2019. 

 

Follow the up & down history of a band that was sometimes 

great, but was always a dysfunctional and sometimes reluctant 

family.  It's amazing that four musicians, all good in their own 

rite, could sometimes make incredibly great music, while  
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fighting egos, sex, drugs, alcohol and fame. 

 

Fire And Rain, The Beatles, Simon & Garfunkel, James Taylor, 

CSNY and the Lost Story of 1970.  Published in 2011. 

 

The predecessor to Crosby, Still, Nash & Young, David Browne 

gives the reader a look into four of the biggest artists of the late 

1960's.  A wonderful collection of interesting and sometimes 

tragic back stories. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From YouTube 

 

Pharis & Jason Romero 

 

Jason Romero builds banjos in his rustic studio in Horsefly, Brit-

ish Columbia alongside his wife Pharis who handles the inlay 

work.  In addition to building boutique banjos, they are incredibly 

gifted musicians who write, record and perform wonderful songs 
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from their isolated location approximately 275 miles North/North 

East of Vancouver. 

 

Listen to their wonderful music and you'll become a fan.  Google 

the following for a listen: 

 

Pharis & Jason Romero – Goodbye Old Paint (BBC World on 3 

Live Sessions) 
 

Pharis & Jason Romero – We All Fall 

 

 

Another fun listen is hearing Steve Winwood perform his song 

'John Barleycorn (must die) sitting in front of a crackling fire.  

Google the following and enjoy: 

 

Steve Winwood // Traffic – John Barleycorn (must die) 
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Taj Mahal was a somewhat mystical blues musician who seemed 

to disappear from view. Many fans thought he had passed away.  

But contrary to what many people believe, he has been actively 

persuing music, songwriting and film composing since 1964. 

 

Keb 'Mo' (Kevin Roosevelt Moore) has been making and per-

forming blues for over 45 years. He has been described as the 

'living link to seminal Delta Blues'. 

 

The two veteran blues musicians got together to record and per-

form as a duo.  Google the following for a listen: 

 

Taj Maha & Keb 'Mo' – Full Session – 8/14/2017  Paste Studio – 

New York, NY 
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And don't forget to tune into the latest shows on the Wispy Mop 

Music Acoustic Radio Podcast Series. 

 

www.wispymopmusic.podbean.com 
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D'Addario Humidipak Update & Another New Capo 
 

D'Addario Pro Plus Capo 

 

Ah, not another capo !  Yep, a player can never have too many.  

So says me who owns at least two dozen of them.  But how many 

can one guitar player use, you ask ?  Only one at a time for sure, 

but maybe having multiples allows each guitar case to have a 

capo stored within, so you'll never get to a gig, jam or open mic 

without a capo.  I can't tell you how many times open mic 

performers would ask me (the host) if I had a capo they could 

borrow, or ask the audience if anyone could lend them a capo.  

What ?  How about the words 'be prepared'.  Every guitar player 

should arrive at the gig, jam or open mic with three things:  an 

instrument, a pick and a capo.  Oh, and let's not forget to tune the 

guitar before walking up to the mic. 

 

Okay, I'll step off the soap box. Let's move on to the new 

D'Addario Pro Plus Capo with Flexfit Fretboard Pad.  Looking 

almost identical to the original D'Addario NS Pro that is Josh 

Gray's go-to capo, the Pro Plus is visually almost the same, but 

the fretboard pad is very similar to G7th's Adaptive Radius 

Technology (ART) in that it has give to it.  
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What this means is that the pad forms to the fretboard radius and 

different string gauges eliminating the tuning problems associated 

with capos with hard rubber pads.  And it works really well.  

D'Addario claims that 'With minimal overall pressure every string 

rings clear, clean and in-tune.'  The pad itself (Flexfit) mimics the 

way a human finger functions when fretting a string.  

 

I like several things about the Pro Plus.  ONE, it's low profile.  All 

the audience sees is a slim black line, unlike many capos that look 

like an appendage.  TWO, it's incredibly easy to attach and re-

move.  The tension dial knob works easily and allows for minute 

adjustment to tension.  THREE, the capo is long enough to fit a 

wider fretboard like a 12-string or classical neck. 

 

Even though I love my G7th Heritage Capo, I find that I'm reach-

ing for the Pro Plus more often.  I like it so much, I purchased a 

second one.  I give it two thumbs up ! 
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  D'Addario Humidipak Update 
 

As most of us know, low relative 

humidity can seriously damage a wooden 

instrument, thus it is important to 

maintain proper humidity levels during 

the cold months when the home heating 

system is keeping us warm, but drying 

out the air.  The D'Addario Humidipack 

system has been a welcome addition to 

guitar players for many years because it 

helps maintain the relative humidity 

inside the guitar case and guitar to a safe 

range (45%-55% realtive humidity)  

Although not super expensive, but by no means cheap, a new 

Humidipack will cost around $20.00.     

 

Depending upon how dry your house is in the winter, a set of 

packs will last anywhere from 4-5 months to up to 8 months.  

You'll know when they need to be replaced when they begin to 

feel hard and granular.  A 3-pack replacement pack runs around 

$15.00.  If you own multiple guitars, that could run into a few 

bucks.  Not to mention sending dried-out packs to the local 

landfill. 

 

I got tired of ordering refill packs until a F.A.M.E. Member (I 

cannot remember who) told me that he recycled his Humidipak's.  

He explained how it's done, and folks, it's super easy. 
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Fill a small tub with distilled water and place the dried out 

Humidipak's into the water.  Wait three or four days until the 

packs feel swishy, like they did when new, let them air dry for a 

day, and you now have refreshed Humidipak's.  No more “off to 

the landfill' or charging the credit card for more refills.  Hint:  

Keep the zip-lock packaging the packs came in so you can place 

the refreshed packs into the zip lock protective sleeves for safe 

keeping until their needed.   

 

Many thanks to whoever it was who enlightened me - you've 

saved me a few bucks. 

 

Now go enjoy some music ! 
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Traditional Folk Song Circle News 
 
Welcome on the fortnightish eve of the 
Traditional Folk Song Circle 9

th
 Anniversary to 

be held virtually Saturday, February 13
th
, 1-

3pm. As of last month’s January 9
th
 event, we 

sang eighteen songs, six were new, putting us 
a total of 823 songs from the Rise Up Singing 
Group Singing Song Book.   
 
Four of the new songs, "Blow the Candles Out," "Fashioned in the 
Clay," "When I was a Fair Maid," and "Who's Gonna Shoe Your 
Pretty Little Foot" were introduced by Bill Adams. The other two, 
"One More Step" and "He Played Real Good For Free" were 
introduced by Carol Liebman and George Carroll, respectively.   
 
Two songs were sung from Rise Again:  "Caledonia" and "Georgia 
On My Mind."  Three songs: "Paradise," "Run, Come, See 
Jerusalem" and "When I Was a Fair Maid" had references to death 
and dying.   
 
Three songs were sung from Creativity making it the most popular 
category of the day.  

 
Attendees:  Bill Adams, Deb Bailin, Board Member Dori Bailin, 
Attendance and Song Tracker; George Carroll, Barbara Collins, 
Karen Fetters, photo contributor; Carol Liebman, Virginia Javita, 
and Host, Tomy Wright.  
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  Traditional Folk Song Circle  (Pg 1 of 3) 

By Tomy Wright 
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After celebrating seven previous anniversaries at Dublin 

Roasters upstairs, which had become our mid Winter F.A.M.E. 

Reunion, our 8
th
 Anniversary was held in the “Down Under” 

Function Room, unwittingly starting our collective adapting to 

change as we entered our ninth year of community outreach 

and fellowship.  

No one could have imagined we would be celebrating our 9
th
 

Anniversary virtually and regionally from the safety and comfort 

of our respective homes. We continue to be very fortunate 

people able to share our passion for music and choosing to 

spend two hours a month with what have become friends. Join 

us. 

 
F.A.M.E. SAW RUS Traditional Folk Song Circle Zoom Meeting 
with Tomy Wright 
 
Time: Feb 13, 2021 01:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
 
https://zoom.us/j/98562346406?

pwd=djNuV25xUFRSQ2REaTVCbUx3NUxUZz09  

 

 
Meeting ID: 985 6234 6406 
Passcode: 644466 
 
“Your are my Sunshine” Tomy 
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 One free admission to a FAME produced ticketed event 
 
 One free admission to a FAME produced workshop 
 
 Free listing of your approved music performance on the FAME 

social media pages (YouTube - Twitter - Instagram - Facebook - 

Website 
 
 Free listing of your upcoming gigs on the FAME social media 

pages 
 
 Emailed copy of the award winning FAME newsletter, "The 

Sound Post" 
 
 Weekly emailed listing of acoustic performances in the area 
 
 Free admission to the FAME Lecture Series 
 
 Free admission to the FAME Open Mics and Song Circles 
 
 Free postings of your business card in the FAME newsletter  
 
 Free admission to the annual FAME All-You-Can-Eat BBQ 

Picnic with entertainment 
 

 The opportunity to make lifelong friends who share your 

music interests 
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The purpose of the Scholarship Fund is to provide partial assistance to 

aspiring musicians who are pursuing a career in music at an accredited 

college or music academy. 

GUIDELINES 

1. Applicants need to provide proof of acceptance at an accredited music 

program at a university, school, academy or camp. 
 
2. Scholarships are not paid directly to a recipient but to the program for 

which the recipient has been accepted after proof of enrollment. 

 
3. In keeping with the current cost of higher education and supplies, the 

F.A.M.E. Board will award as many as three scholarships per year. 

 

The three levels of scholarships which will include a F.A.M.E. 

membership are: 

        Level 1-- $1,000.00    Level 2 -- $500.00    Level 3 -- $250.00 

 

The duration of the scholarships will be for one year and prior recipients 

can apply for scholarships in succeeding years. 

 

4. Applications must be submitted between August of current year and 

August of the following year.  

 

5. Applications will be reviewed by the F.A.M.E. Board and decisions 

made by August of the year for which the scholarships are awarded. The 

Board may request additional information or an interview with the 

applicants. 

 

6. Scholarship winners will be notified by letter from the 

President of the F.A.M.E. Board of Directors. 
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7. New scholarship recipients will be recognized at the F.A.M.E. 

picnic/annual meeting, and winners will be invited to accept the 

awards at the picnic. 

 
8. Prior year recipients will be invited to perform or report 

progress at the picnic/annual meeting. 

 
9. The Board has the right to alter the rules for awarding 

scholarships if a situation arises that would improve or benefit the 

F.A.M.E. scholarship program, or mitigate an issue not previously 

anticipated or encountered. 

RESTRICTIONS 

1. Scholarships cannot be used to purchase instruments or 

technology, other than books required by the program. 

 
2. Scholarships cannot be used for commercial music lessons or 

lessons provided through the internet. 

 
3. Scholarships can be terminated if a recipient withdraws from a 

program or fails to attend. 

 
4. To request a mid-term progress report is up to the discretion of 

the F.A.M.E. Board of Directors.  
5. The Scholarship Fund  Application Form can be downloaded from the 

Scholarships page on the FAME website at: 

 

              https://www.frederickacoustic.org/Scholarships 
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The purpose of the Music Enhancement Grant is to provide a short series 

of lessons to aspiring musicians who have financial need. 

 

 GUIDELINES 

 

1. Applicants can receive music lessons from a teacher who is approved 

by the F.A.M.E. Board of Directors. 

 
2. Scholarships are not paid directly to a recipient but to the person who 

is providing the lessons. 
 
3. The F.A.M.E. Board may award as many as three grants per year at a 

level of $250.00 per grant. 
 
4. Prior recipients can apply for grants in succeeding years. 
 
5. Applications can be submitted at any time during the calendar year.  

 

6. Applications will be reviewed by the F.A.M.E. Board and decisions 

made within two months of receipt of the application.  

 

7. The Board may request additional information if necessary. 
 
8. Applicants will be notified by letter from the President of the F.A.M.E. 

Board of Directors. 

 
9. Persons receiving grants will be invited to perform at the picnic/annual 

meeting. 

 

10. There will be no restriction on the age of viable applicants. 
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11. The Board has the right to alter the rules for awarding grants if a 

situation arises that would improve or benefit the F.A.M.E. grant pro-

gram, or mitigate an issue not previously anticipated or encountered. 

 
RESTRICTIONS 

 

1. Grants cannot be used to purchase instruments or technology. 

 
2. Grants cannot be used to pay a studio for recording music. 

 
3. Grants can be terminated if a recipient fails to attend lessons, but 

F.A.M.E. may not require the teacher to return the grant. Any applicant 

who fails to attend lessons cannot reapply for further grants. 

 
4. To request a progress report from the teacher is up to the discretion of 

the F.A.M.E. Board of Directors. 

 
5. Applicants must have the means to attend lessons, have access to the 

chosen instrument, and demonstrate a willingness to practice. 

 
6. The Music Enhancement Grant Application Form, can be downloaded 

from the Scholarships page on the FAME website at: 

 

         https://www.frederickacoustic.org/Scholarships 
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Classified ads are free to FAME members in good 
standing and will run for two consecutive months unless 

renewed in writing.   

Eligible advertisements include the following categories: 

Members who would like to buy, sell, or trade their 
musical instruments and musical equipment 

Members who are seeking out other musicians to play 
with - or members seeking out other musicians for the 

purpose of starting a band together 

Members offering private musical instruction and 
instrument lessons  

Members promoting upcoming gigs or concerts 

All transactions are strictly between the buyer and the 
seller, FAME only posts the advertisement.  The Sound 
Post editor reserves the right to reject any ad deemed to 

be commercial in nature, or not consistent with 
F.A.M.E.’s goals and overall mission. 

Submit your requests for a classified ad to 
samandkatherine@comcast.net 
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Wanted—Board members for the FAME Board.  Meetings once 

a month.  Help us keep acoustic music alive in Frederick 

County.  



 

    

 

 

Frederick Acoustic Music Enterprise (F.A.M.E.) is a 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion. Donations may be tax deductible if you itemize deductions. 

 FAME Board of Directors 
 

Sam Ott  ……………...President 

Dave Ott ……………..Treasurer 

Max Honn …………...Secretary 

Dori Bailin  ………….Organizer 

Dave Koronet …..Social Media 

Don Barber ………..Newsletter 

Hank Kobrinski .Scholarships 

and Workshops 

 

F.A.M.E. Goals: 
 

  To nurture, promote, and preserve original and traditional 
acoustic music of all genres in Frederick and Frederick County 
through live music, education, and community outreach. 
 
  To educate aspiring musicians and the general public about all 
aspects of original and traditional  acoustic music of all genres via 
workshops, open mics,  showcases, and concerts. 
 
  To reach out to the community via workshops and concerts, 
especially through schools and youth organizations and the setting 
up of mentoring opportunities for young and aspiring acoustic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please mail to: F.A.M.E. Membership, 5181 Holter Road, Jefferson, MD 21755 

Questions: (301) 788-3066 

Annual membership is for 12 months 

Name: __________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________________ 

State: ________ ZIP Code: __________________________ 

Phone: __________________________________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

Membership  Level: 

______________________ 

Amount Enclosed: 

$ ___________ . OO 

Date: __________________ 

All active members receive a copy of the monthly newsletter via email.  
Non-members and members who do not use email may check out past 

newsletters at www.frederickacoustic.org. 

Membership levels: Regular Membership $35 Student $10 

Senior (65+) $10 Family (up to 4) $60  Lifetime Membership $495 

All Regular and Lifetime members attend the annual F.A.M.E. picnic at no charge. 
Senior and student members and guests are welcome to attend at cost. 
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Please send a digital image (JPG) of your business card to 

this editor at dbarber912@aol.com. 

The preferred size for a business card is 2 inches by 3.5 

inches. 

Business cards will remain in the newsletter until I receive 

notification for their removal. 

Business card digital images are due to the editor by the 

25th of the month for publication in the next monthly issue. 


