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Greetings, 

This summer and fall we will have at Sky Stage from 7-9 pm a "FAME 
presents" showcase for our singer songwriter talent. Performance dates are 

set for: June 17th, July 30th, August 20th, October 15th 

Performances must be all originals (no cover tunes) and performers must be 
FAME members, it's easy and quick to join.  The format will be opening act
(s) from 7 to 7:40 pm, depending on the artists selected there could be one or 
two opening performers then after a brief intermission the main performers 

will take the stage for the duration of the evening. 

Attendees will not be charged a cover but donations will be requested and a 
receptacle made available. I expect the opening acts to have a minimum of 5 

polished tunes each if there are two openers or 9 to 10 if there is only one 
opening act. 

Interested members should contact me at the 
president@frederickacoustic.org email address and provide samples of their 
original music, minimum 5 songs and verify which performance date(s) they 
are available for.  The selected artists would then be requested to provide a 
brief bio and photo.  This will be used for FAME advertising as well as the 

Frederick Arts Council. Deadline for submissions is April 25th.  Notification 
of selection will be made by May 6th. Any questions feel free to contact me. 

Our normal Sky Stage open mics will begin the second Friday in May 
through October starting at 7 pm.  If interested in hosting an open mic 

contact Dr. Dave or myself. 

Board meetings are open to the public, and generally occur the first 
Wednesday of each month and are held at Lough Memorials. Our next 

Meeting will be April 6, 2022. 

Sincerely,  

Sam Ott,  President 

http://frederickacoustic.org/


 

‘Guest Geek’ Gear Review (Page 1 of 4) 
By Todd Walker 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Boveda 2-Way Humidity Control Kit for Guitar 
I have been using D’Addario’s Humidipak humidity control system for years, in all my guitars.  I like the fact 
that they add moisture when needed, but also pull too much moisture out of my guitars when needed.  They 

help maintain the relative humidity at a constant 45-50%, dead center to where an acoustic instrument is 
healthiest. 

 
Recently I checked out Candyrat Records to listen to some of their YouTube videos of their stellar list of 
Candyrat artists (think Andy McKee, Don Ross, etc).  If you haven’t checked them out, you’re missing 

wonderful acoustic guitar performances. 
 

What I discovered quite by accident, after checking out the ‘Gear’ section of the Candyrat website, is the 
Boveda 2-Way Humidity Control Kits.  Less expensive than the Humidipak product by D’Addario, Boveda 

includes two packs in each box, instead of the one in the D’Addario version.  The only difference is that 
D’Addario’s version has a soundhole and headstock pack. The Boveda just includes the soundhole pack, but 

since you can cover two guitars for about the same price, it gets my two thumbs up. 
 

Like the Humidipak packets, when they dry out, soaking them in distilled water for several days makes them 
as good as new.  I recommend the Boveda 2-Way Humidity Control Kits.  Candyrat is out of stock, but the 

Boveda’s are available at www.bovedainc.com for $29.99, or you can find them on Amazon. 
 

Guild DS-240 Memoir Slope Shoulder Dreadnought  

I love slope shoulder dreadnoughts like the iconic Gibson J-45, but I don’t like 

The price (both new & used), so I’m always on the lookout  

for a less expensive version.   
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‘Guest Geek’ Gear Review (Page 2 of 4) 
By Todd Walker 

 
Eastman Guitars makes some nice ones in the $1,100-$1,500 price range (all solid woods).  Guild Guitars now 

offers their DS-240 Memoir Slope Shoulder guitar at just under $600.    
 

Here are the specs: 
Vintage Sunburst Solid Spruce Top 
Layered Mahogany Back & Sides 

Scalloped X Braces 
24 ¾” Scale Length  
1 11/16” Nut Width 

Bone Nut 
Compensated Bone Saddle 

Satin Finished Mahogany Neck 
3-Ring Rosette with Mother Of Pearl 

Open Back Tuners 
 

It is a pretty guitar (see the photos).  And how does it play and sound you ask ?  Well, it has a lovely balanced 
sound.  Mid’s & High’s are sweet.  Low end is present without being boomy.  It sounds really good as a 

strummer, or played finger-style.  None of the notes jump out and are nicely balanced.  It would make a really 
good inexpensive performer guitar.  The neck has a c-shape that fits comfortably in my hand.  Tuning/

intonation is spot on.  Very nice guitar for less than $600. 
 

Guild ships the guitar without a pickup, but I installed a K&K Pure Western Mini to see how it sounds ampli-
fied.  I must admit I was expecting a good amplified sound, but not this good.  The DS-240 amplifies extreme-

ly well.  The K&K enhances the low end, but without boominess.  Nice, nice guitar. 
 

I purchased it used (not a scratch on it) from a guitar shop, with no case.   
Looking at it, the guitar looks brand new.  

 
So do I recommend it for beginner to professional level players ?  Definitely.  It would be a wonderful guitar 
for a beginner who doesn’t wish to purchase a second guitar as their playing progresses, easily taking a player 

from beginner to intermediate, and even toward the professional level.   
For a performing singer-songwriter who owns and plays a more expensive solid wood guitar, the Guild DS-

240 would be a perfect back-up guitar, or to use with altered tunings. 
 

I give the Guild DS-240 Memoir Slope Shoulder Guitar two thumbs up.  It is a killer guitar for the mon-
ey.  Speaking of money, if you’d like to purchase this one, let me know.  I’d be happy to sell it for $500.  A 

K&K Pure Western Mini pickup sells for $100-$125 installed.  This Guild already has a K&K installed.  Un-
fortunately I don’t have a case for it.  

 
 

Mini iPhone Microphones to Improve Sound 
 

I have been seeing many YouTube videos and FB livestream videos recorded with a smartphone.  Some good, 
some bad.  The good ones are well lit and the sound is good. The bad ones are poorly lit and sound quality is 

not so good. 
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‘Guest Geek’ Gear Review (Page 3 of 4) 
By Todd Walker 

I can’t speak for Android phones since I use an Apple iPhone, but as good as the iPhone internal microphone 
is, it is an omni mic, designed to pick up noise around the phone, so if you are attempting to video your favor-
ite acoustic artist while sitting in the audience, you’ll pick up the performer, but also the chit-chat of surround-

ing folks, as well as cars driving by, airplanes overhead, etc.   
 

So how do you pick up the sound of your friend’s performance without the extraneous sounds ?  You pur-
chase an add-on microphone that is attached to the lightning input at the bottom of the phone.  I purchased 

three from different manufacturers to see which one I like the best. 
 

Shure MV88 $149 (new)  $99+/- (used) 
Rode VideoMic Me-L $ 79 (new)   $50+/- (used) 

Saramonic SmartMic Di Mini $ 39 (new)   ?? Used 
 

I also purchased a Lumecube Panel Mini light ($59.99) and a Magnus Smartphone Tripod Adapter ($5.29). 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Lumecube, for a small light (3 ½” x 2 ¼”), is incredibly bright.  You can easily adjust the brightness and 
it can be screwed on top of your tripod adapter, or placed on any flat surface. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Magnus tripod adapter works well, but you’ll need to purchase an adapter screw to attach the Lumecube 
(I purchased a whole set for under $20 on Amazon).   

 
The reason for the Lumecube and tripod adapter is so performers can video tape themselves without having to 

have a friend man the camera. 
 

Best use of the Lumecube for lighting would be to have one as a key light, placed at a slight angle, with a sec-
ond, less bright Lumecube on the other side of the camera at about the same angle as a fill light.  One works 

just fine though, illuminating directly from the camera position. 
 

Regarding the microphones, I tested voice and guitar with each mic, in the following order: 
 

1 - iPhone Internal Mic 
2 - Saramonic SmartMic Di Mini 

3 - Rode VideoMic Me-L 
4 - Shure MV88 
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‘ Guest Geek’ Review (Page 4 of 4) 
By Todd Walker 

After watching the promotional videos by all three manufacturers, I was expecting the Shure MV88 to 
outshine both the Rode and the Saramonic. 

 
iPhone Internal Mic - The iPhone’s internal mic was the noisiest during the test.  It had a consistent 

background hiss, as in a noisy preamp.  It picked up the sound of my voice and the guitar nicely, although I 
thought the guitar sounded a little thin and scratchy.  It seemed to pick up the hollowness of the room space 

more than the other mics. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saramonic SmartMic Di Mini - The Saramonic was fairly quiet with little background noise.  It sounded 
cleaner than the internal mic, but still sounded a little thin, especially on the guitar.   

Better than the internal mic. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rode VideoMic Me-L - The Rode, when I first installed it, seemed as noisy as the internal mic, but as soon as 
I started talking, the background noise went away and it had no background noise.  Both my voice and my 

guitar sounded fuller with a more balanced sound, as if I had EQ’d it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shure MV88 - Disclaimer: I did not download the Shure MV88 app that supposedly cleans up the sound and 
allows the user to EQ, add effects, etc.  I wanted to test it directly into the phone so the test was consistent 

with the other mics.  
Based on YouTube reviews, I expected the Shure MV88 to be the best sounding microphone.  I was surprised 

that it sounded much like the internal mic, although with a little more high end.  The Saramonic sounded 
better than the MV88 in my test. 

 
In this test, the Rode VideoMic Me-L sounded much better than the others.  The Saramonic came in second, 
and the internal mic and the Shure were pretty much tied.  Again, I didn’t use the Shure MV88 app, which 

may greatly improve its sound. 
 

Based on this test, if I were to recommend a mini-mic for the iPhone, I would choose the Rode VideoMic Me-
L.  A definite thumbs up. 

 
I will do more testing and produce a comparison video for an updated review, but for now, the Rode is my 

choice. 
 

Now go make some music ! 
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Wispy Mop Music (Page 1of 2) 
By Todd Walker 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
‘In like a lion, out like a lamb.’  Whether it’s a celestial reference, or biblical, it tends to hold true.  This past 

month we saw snow with lots of wind, then balmy temperatures that kicked the Spring flowers into high 
gear.  I look forward to what April has to offer. 

 
What we do know is that warmer weather means that outdoor stages will begin to open.  Local performers 

Michael Schirf and Brian Derek performed outside at Red Shedman Farm Brewery on March 19th.  True to 
March’s unpredictable weather, the 4-7pm gig started out with 70 degree sunshine, quickly turned gusty, 

before a front hit with heavy rain.  Michael said patrons were running for their cars while he and Brian did 
their best to pack up the gear without getting wet.   

 
Most outdoor venues start outdoor music the first weekend in May,  

so get ready for a fun season of outdoor LIVE music. 
 

James and Livingston Taylor are talented performers from a musical family.  Check out the following: 
 

   ‘City Lights’ - Taylor Brothers 
   Livingston Taylor - Life Is Good - Music Documentary 

   Henry Taylor & James Taylor - You Can Close Your Eyes  
                                                            (Live at Honda  Center 10/30/2021                                                            
 

For fans of New England based acoustic folk artist Tom Rush, check out the ‘Tom Rush - No Regrets’ 
documentary.  It is terrific.  Always a fan, I have had the pleasure of seeing him perform three 

times.  F.A.M.E. members Ed & Peggy Haser  
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Wispy Mop Music (Page 2 of 2) 
By Todd Walker 

 
 
 
 
 

—----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
recently traveled, during our most recent snowstorm, to see Tom perform at the Birchmere.  One of the most 
entertaining, smooth performers I’ve had the pleasure to witness, the documentary allows us to look into his 

musical journey.  Who knew that James Taylor patterned his stage persona after Tom Rush.   
Watch it on Amazon Prime. 
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Traditional Folk Song Circle Notes 

 
Last month’s unexpected, pop-up, snowstorm did not deter our little 
welcoming family from getting together as we remained 12 strong by 
Zoom.  We sang our 920th song from Rise Up Singing (RUS). This leaves us 
with 268 songs to sing to complete the RUS book.  
 

We sang 18 songs at the March 12th event. Seventeen of these songs were 
sung from 12 of the categories in RUS.  The Love and Creativity categories 
tied for most popular category of the day with three songs chosen from each. The eighteenth song "Proud 
Mary" was from the Surfin' USA category in Rise Again (RA), “the new testament.” 
 
Nine new songs were sung.  Eight of these songs were from RUS:  "Circle 'Round the Sun," "One Morning in 
May," "To Sing for You," "Ballad of Erica Levine," "Dancing at Whitsun," "In Christ There Is No East Nor 
West," "Old Devil Time," and "Brightest and Best."  One song, "Proud Mary" from RA was introduced by 
George Carroll.  Bill Adams, the most prolific introducer of the day introduced three of the new songs.  
 
Seven songs were sung that referred to death or dying:  "To Sing for You," "Ballad of Erica Levine," "Proud 
Mary," "Blowin' in the Wind," "Dancing at Whitsun," "Danny Boy" and "Paddy on the Railway."  

 

In honor of our anniversary, here are the stats over the past 10 years courtesy of Dori and Karen: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I 

 

ntroducer Positions 12 and 13 shared.  

Sadly, Mike Sodos, Lyn Purdum, George Waxter, and Marilyn Gillespie are among our dearly departed members. 
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By Tomy Wright 
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Fondly remembering all from the first 10 years and Bob Donham. Certificate: Todd Walker 
 

Attendees: Bill Adams, Board Member Dori Bailin, Attendance and Song Tracker; George Carroll, Barbara Collins, 
Tina Deaver,* Karen Fetters, Mark Geduldig-Yatrofsky, Ed Haser, Dave Koronet, Carol Liebman, Beth Zang and our 

Host Tomy Wright.  
*First time attendee (not pictured below)  

 
 
 

 

 

East Coast participants: Frederick & Carroll Counties, MD - Portsmouth, VA - Duval, FL.  

Photo: Karen Fetters. 

 

Next month’s Zoom Meeting Information: 

Topic: F.A.M.E./SAW Monthly Traditional Folk Song Circle Zoom Meeting Hosted by Tomy Wright 
Time: Apr 9, 2022 01:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85147974084?pwd=OEpuVkhPL0JXQ2FxYUw3VXprZkkxUT09 

Meeting ID: 851 4797 4084 
Passcode: 462206  

 
And in closing…Again, thanks to Dori on stats and attendance, and Karen on stats, article, and photo. Also in 
recognition of our 10th anniversary, F.A.M.E. Lifetime member Todd Walker created and President Sam Ott 

approved the Traditional Folk Song Circle Certificate that I have personalized and started sending to all 
participants who have email addresses. I could not do this without Dori and Karen meticulous records 

keeping! If you have not received your certificate, please contact me tomy@tomywright.com. 
 

Please share with your friends. They don’t need the song books to participate, just access to the internet if they 
wish to find song lyrics to sing and they don’t know the lyrics. We are planning to meet in-person also at Faith 
Assembly, 3700 Burkittsville (Souder) Rd, Brunswick, MD 21716, Saturday April 9, 1-3pm. Hope to see you 

next month, either way. 
 

Stay safe and be well, for Pete’s Sake, - “You are my sunshine” 

Tomy 
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• One free admission to a FAME produced ticketed event 
 

• One free admission to a FAME produced workshop 
 

• Free listing of your approved music performance on the FAME 
social media pages (YouTube - Twitter - Instagram - Facebook - Website 

 
• Free listing of your upcoming gigs on the FAME social media pages 

 
• Emailed copy of the award winning FAME newsletter, "The Sound 

Post" 
 

• Weekly emailed listing of acoustic performances in the area 
 

• Free admission to the FAME Lecture Series 
 

• Free admission to the FAME Open Mics and Song Circles 
 

• Free postings of your business card in the FAME newsletter  
 

• Free admission to the annual FAME All-You-Can-Eat BBQ Picnic 
with entertainment 

 
• The opportunity to make lifelong friends who share your music 

interests 
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FAME Membership Benefits (Per Year)   
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FAME offers scholarships and grants  
to approved performers.  

 
To see detailed information and to download the required 

application, please go to the Scholarships page on the  
FAME website here: 

 
           https://www.frederickacoustic.org/Scholarships 
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FAME Scholarships  & Grants 
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Classified ads are free to FAME members in good standing 
and will run for two consecutive months unless renewed in 

writing.   

Eligible advertisements include the following categories: 

Members who would like to buy, sell, or trade their musical 
instruments and musical equipment 

Members who are seeking out other musicians to play with - 
or members seeking out other musicians for the purpose of 

starting a band together 

Members offering private musical instruction and instrument 
lessons  

Members promoting upcoming gigs or concerts 

All transactions are strictly between the buyer and the seller, 
FAME only posts the advertisement.  The Sound Post editor 

reserves the right to reject any ad deemed to be commercial in 
nature, or not consistent with F.A.M.E.’s goals and overall 

mission. 

Submit your requests for a classified ad to 
samandkatherine@comcast.net 
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Sound Post Classifieds 
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Wanted—Board members for the FAME Board.  Meetings once 
a month.  Help us keep acoustic music alive in Frederick Coun-
ty.  



 

    

 
 
 

So how do you know what your nut width is ?  Until recently I used whatever ruler 
 

Frederick Acoustic Music Enterprise (F.A.M.E.) is a 501(c)(3) organization. Donations 
may be tax deductible if you itemize deductions. 

 FAME Board of Directors 
 
 

Sam Ott  ……………...President 

Dave Ott ……………..Treasurer 

Max Honn …………...Secretary 

Dori Bailin  ………….Organizer 

Dave Koronet …..Social Media 

Hank Kobriski….Scholarships and 

Workshops 

 

F.A.M.E. Goals: 
 

•  To nurture, promote, and preserve original and traditional acoustic 
music of all genres in Frederick and Frederick County through live music, 
education, and community outreach. 
 
•  To educate aspiring musicians and the general public about all aspects 
of original and traditional  acoustic music of all genres via workshops, 
open mics,  showcases, and concerts. 
 
•  To reach out to the community via workshops and concerts, especially 
through schools and youth organizations and the setting up of mentoring 
opportunities for young and aspiring acoustic musicians. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

The F.A.M.E. Board of Directors has recently updated 
the Membership Benefits, Membership Tier Levels, and 

Membership Fees. 
 

To see details about the Membership changes, click on 
the link below to go to the Membership Benefits page 
on the F.A.M.E. website.  From there you can click on 
the Join Today link to continue with the membership 

process which includes an on-line PayPal payment link 
or a link to print out the Membership Application for 

mailing to a F.A.M.E P.O. Box. 
 

https://www.frederickacoustic.org/membership/ 
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FAME Members Business Cards Page 14 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please send a digital image (JPG) of your business card to 
this editor at kathleen@clarityconsultinggroup.net. 

The preferred size for a business card  
 2 inches by 3.5 inches. 

 
Business cards will remain in the newsletter until I receive 

notification for their removal. 
 

Business card digital images are due to the editor by the 
25th of the month for publication in the next monthly issue. 


