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A picture of our members Safe Harbor  
(Katherine  and Sam Ott) and Michelle Swan 
performing on January 29th in Key West, Fl.  

 
The show, It’s Five O'clock Somewhere, was 

produced by fellow member Tom Kohlhepp of 
Key West Productions 

http://frederickacoustic.org/


 

‘Guest Geek’ Gear Review (Page 1 of 3) 
By Todd Walker 

Loog Pro VI Acoustic Guitar 
 
You may have seen Loog Guitars advertised on Facebook, discounting the brand since it’s 
main focus is kids.  But Loog’s Pro VI, which is advertised for ages 12+, may just be the 
ultimate travel guitar for those of us well above pre-teen age.  Let’s take a look. 
 
Priced at a hefty $149.00, the Pro VI is cute with a capital ‘C’.  Did I mention that it can be 
ordered in one of the following kid-attracting colors - Yellow, Pink, White, Black, Blue and 
Red ?  For this gear review I chose a yellow one (my favorite color just behind blue).  Looking 
at the Loog line from a kid’s eye, the entire Loog Guitar line-up is cute and colorful, and quite 
playful in appearance. 
 
The Pro VI is the largest of the Loog guitars measuring at 33.4” in length.  Scale length is 
22.8”, nut width is 1 ⅝” and it weighs in at 4 lbs.  The body is made from Basswood.  Is it 
laminated ?  The marketing information doesn’t say yea or nay, but a tap test heavily leans 
toward laminate, or in today’s world, the more user friendly term, ‘layered’.  The neck and 
fretboard are Maple.  The neck has an adjustable truss rod and the tuners are on the cheaper 
side, but function quite well. 
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‘Guest Geek’ Gear Review (Page 2 of 3) 
By Todd Walker 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The guitar arrived in a shipping box that includes the wedge-shaped box you see in the pho-
to.  Inside is the guitar, some styrofoam padding and a muslim drawstring pouch that contains 
cue cards describing how to tune the guitar, care & maintenance, and chords ‘A’ to ‘G’ includ-
ing major & minor variations.  The cue cards are colorfully geared toward youngsters, but 
quite comprehensive.  Maybe too much so since bar chords like G-sharp minor etc are includ-
ed.  Maybe a starter pouch with cowboy chords only would be less intimidating to a beginning 
player.  That being said, I like the cue cards.  More fun than a booklet, although easier to mis-
place. 
 
 
For adult hands, the narrow 1 ⅝” nut is a little tight, but early Gurian Guitars had a 1 ⅝” nut 
width.  Scale length is just a shy shorter than the 23” scale length on the Taylor GS Mini.  In-
cluded strings appear to be bronze wrapped (most likely extra light gauge).  The neck shape 
seems rather chunky for a guitar designed for kids.  Shape is sort of D-shaped with the apex 
slightly flattened.  I’m surprised that the neck is so substantial.  I was expecting it to be slim 
for small hands.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Probably because the guitar sat in a warehouse after traveling in a container (from China), be-
fore being shipped to me, fret ends feel a little sharp, most likely due to low humidity (it is 
Winter after all).  Hydrating the guitar for a good month and also having a luthier file the fret 
ends would help. 
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‘Guest Geek’ Gear Review (Page 3 of 3) 
By Todd Walker 

 

Intonation/tuning is surprisingly good.  String height at the nut is good, but too high as you 
move up the fretboard.  With lots of saddle height to work with, adjusting string height would 
be easy.  This particular guitar needs a tweak on the truss rod as well, but for cowboy chords 
it’s fine. 
 
As a starter guitar for youth 12+, it’s okay, but bodies hit the teen growth spurt about that age, 
so maybe paying more money for a name brand travel guitar, which can transition well into 
intermediate chops would be money better spent.  That aside, it’s darn cute and properly set up 
for improved playability, it would make a cool travel guitar.  
 
Being made from layered wood, the sound is a little thin, but acceptable as a practice 
guitar.  With an added pickup it might make a good open-mic performance guitar.  The bright 
color (with white pickguard) would definitely catch the audience’s eye. 
 
I’m curious if the smaller guitars in the Loog line also have chunky neck shapes.  If so, I 
would advise Loog to re-design the neck shape for smaller hands.  That being said, would I 
recommend the Loog Pro VI to parents looking to purchase a starter guitar for their 12-15 year 
old ?  If looking for a gimmicky guitar, sure.  But if the youth is serious, spend more money 
and invest in a $400-$600 travel guitar from one of the major manufacturers.  That being said, 
the whole Loog line is definitely catchy (caught my eye).  If it gets a youngster interested in 
playing guitar, then go for it.  For an adult looking for a cool, very cute travel-sized guitar, at 
$149.00, I’d give it a ‘go’.  It won’t take up much space and you’ll definitely have an eye-
catcher. 
 

I’d be really curious to demo one of the Loog electrics.  Hmmm…. 
 

Check out the Loog Guitar line-up at www.loogguitars.com. 
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Wispy Mop Music (Page 1 of 3) 
By Todd Walker 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Is it Really February 2022 ?   
Geez, Where Does Tme Go? 

 
 
 

For those of you who don’t like cold weather, snow and winter driving, keep thinking positive 
thoughts - Spring begins soon.  Although there is more indoor live music this Winter, even 
with the increased positivity rate, it is still hit or miss.  Coupled with the recent closing of the 
Music Cafe in Damascus, and many coffee shops that used to host live music in the evening 
that now close by 6pm, there are fewer indoor venues.  Geez, when will our world return to 
normal ?   
 
Depending upon who you listen to, it may take another year or two before the COVID virus 
mutates to the point that it will no longer be a large threat.  My chiropractor points to previous 
pandemic viruses, which although still active in under-developed regions of the world, are no 
longer a daily concern to most of the world’s population.  Add increased knowledge and 
continued development of medicinal combatants and we can see a slow return to daily life 
without COVID hovering behind our backs. 
 
 

—------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Wispy Mop Music (Page 2 of 3) 
By Todd Walker 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Paul McCartney is a fairly well-known musician who you may recognize.  Paul recently talked 

about ten of his songs in October for a radio podcast.  Google the following: 
 

  Paul McCartney - Talks About The Writing/Lyrics of  
10 of His Songs -  

Radio Broadcast 25/10/2021 
—-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
By the time this February edition of ‘The Sound Post’ reaches you, the winner 

of the Orangewood Guitar ‘Tornado Relief’ Raffle will have been announced.  Unfortunately 
not in time for publication.  I will announce the winner and the donation amount in the next 
issue.  At the time of writing this article (1/25/22), the amount is $960.  Hopefully a few last 
minute donations will arrive.  Thank you to all F.A.M.E. members who have donated.  And 
congratulations to the winner ! 
 
For those readers who may be interested in owning the Loog Pro VI guitar reviewed in this 
issue, please contact me directly.  Essentially brand new after 15-minutes of play, I will gladly 
sell it to an interested party (contact me directly at todd@toddcwalker.com).  If no takers, 
maybe I can put together an EP recording of a handful of guitar players who each donate a 
tune/song using the Loog.  Now that might be fun.  Contact me if you’re interested. 
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Wispy Mop Music (Page 3 of 3) 
By Todd Walker 

 
 
 
 
 

—----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

F.A.M.E. President Sam Ott and Katherine are spending some time in Florida, working and 
relaxing.  They (Safe Harbor) and Michelle Swan have recently performed in Key West for a 
Key West Productions event.  Key West Productions is owned by none other than the 
Frederick Folklorist - Tom Kohlhepp.  I hope they took photos (hint, hint). 

 
—------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

My good friend and wonderful songwriter/musician Brian Maddox, formerly of Frederick MD, 
now Georgia, recommended that I listen to a brother/sister act named ‘Lawrence’.  Although 
not exclusively acoustic, they are incredible performers and well worth a listen.  Google:   

Lawrence - Don’t Lose Sight (Acoustic)   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Now go listen and/or make some music ! 
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Traditional Folk Song Circle Notes 

 

Greetings on the eve of our triumphant 9th Anniversary as one of 
F.A.M.E.’s-original enduring events! 

Due to a combination of the Omicron Variant and threat of an icy 
parking lot, we met on Zoom with 14 attendees strong from, 
Florida, Maryland, Virginia and Vermont last month. One member 
said, “It’s awesome how much fun we can have on Zoom,” and I agree! Over these past nine 

years, we only canceled one event on threat of snow. Then the pandemic in March of 2020, we 
took a four-month hiatus and re-started meeting primarily on Zoom. Last Summer we 
ventured back out and set up shop at Faith Assembly of God, in Brunswick, MD as our new 
base for our hybrid--physical and virtual--event. Otherwise, “neither rain, hail, snow, or a 
pandemic” can stop Song Circle! 

Carol Liebman sang our “certified” 900th song, “This World Is Not My Home” from the Sing 
Out! Rise Up Singing (RUS): The Group Singing Songbook. And if that was not enough, we 

finished the day with a total of 906 songs sung. Just 282 songs to go to complete the RUS. So, 
if we sing 94 new songs from RUS in the next 12 months, we will reach 1,000 songs sung by 
our 10th anniversary! We also agreed to use the follow-on Sing Out! Group Singing Songbook 
edition Rise Again (Rise Up Singing Products Archives - Sing Out!) once we complete RUS. 
Half of the attendees already have their own copies. But we can still sing from RUS for old-

time sake. 

 

We sang 18 songs from 12 of the 35 categories. Three songs were sung from the RUS Gospel 

Category and one song from Gospel and Spirituals in Rise Again making Gospel songs the 
most popular category of the day. Nine new songs were sung “Amen” (from Rise Again), 
“Because All Men Are Brothers”, “Give Me Oil in My Lamp”, “Gospel Ship”, “Kilkelly 
Ireland, “Never Turning Back”, “This World Is Not My Home”, “We Are Building a Strong 
Union”, and “What Did You Learn in School Today?”. The fifth song, “Amen” is from Rise 

Again. 
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By Tomy Wright 
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Interestingly, for a Traditional Folk Song Circle, it seems we continue to institute new 
traditions. The last couple of months we honored celebrity deaths by songs associated in their 
lives. Since we lost two giants since we last met in December, Karen Fetters looked up the 
songs associated with Betty White and Sidney Poitier. For Betty, she found “Getting to Know 

You”  from The King And I, which is on page 65 of RUS. And although Sydney Poitier was 
not a singer or songwriter, he is certainly an icon of our times, he performed the song “Amen”  
in his Academy-award winning roll in Lillies of the Valley. “Amen” is in the Rise Again on 
page 111. 

 

Attendees: Bill Adams, Deb Bailin, Board Member Dori Bailin, Attendance and Song Tracker; 
George Carroll, Barbara Collins, SAW Board Member Kelly Diamond,* Bob Donham, Karen 
Fetters, Mark Geduldig-Yatrofsky, Audra Hale-Maddox,* Carol Liebman, Fran Tucker, Beth 

Zang,* and our Host Tomy Wright.        *New attendee 

 

 

 

 

Next month’s Zoom Meeting Information: 

Topic: F.A.M.E./SAW Monthly Traditional Folk Song Circle 9th Anniversary 

 Hosted by Tomy Wright 

Time: Feb 12, 2022 01:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88324079879?

pwd=NEFmTC8yK0JvbW91U29HR09Demh1dz09 

Meeting ID: 883 2407 9879 

Passcode: 860860 

Meeting ID: 883 2407 9879 

Passcode: 860860 

Find your local number: https://us06web.zoom.us/u/kxwGL6TPj 
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Please share with your friends. Dave Koronet and Kelly will post on Facebook for their 

respective organizations, too. Contact me via phone text or email if you are experiencing 
difficulty accessing Zoom: 301.639.5707 or tomy@tomywright.com 

And in closing…Retelling the origins of Song Circle never grows old for me. As the “trial” 
event was January 9 years ago at Dublin Roasters, our home until February 2020, with former 
F.A.M.E president Rick Hill and I testing the concept of a RUS-based, song circle to 
accomplish one of F.A.M.E.’s purposes to preserve, promote, and nurture acoustic music of all 

genres in Frederick through community outreach. Over the years, song circle has become 
“family.” To quote a member, “family that you have chosen where everyone is accepted and 
can contribute to the level they feel comfortable with. Where else can you get that?” In fact, 
there are several of us who are fortunate enough to visually re-connect with out- of-state 
brothers and sisters monthly. I would also like welcome of first-time attendee Kelly and 

Audra, who are also Songwriters’ of Washington (SAW) members, our sister organization, and 
Beth, friend of George who came on-line. Grateful to see Fran rejoin us along with my brother 
Mark. 

My goal is always to physically meet, especially for our anniversaries, but these days, with life 
even more uncertain and the mask mandate still enforced, let’s plan on everyone having their 
own cupcake and a candle we can light together at 2pm remotely. Maybe in March we can 

safe meet again at Faith Assembly, 3700 Souder Rd Brunswick, MD, 1-3pm. Looking forward 
to the other regulars we have not seen. 

Sometimes I feel like a talk or game show host, but you all are the “stars” and I am honored 
you still support F.A.M.E. and me these almost nine years. Thank you. Eternal gratitude to 
Dori and Karen for their input for this month’s article. Next month’s article will have updated 
statics from the past nine years. And lastly, thank you to the F.A.M.E. and SAW Boards, Sing 
Out!, Dublin Roasters, Rick Hill, and all the alternate hosts who keep our Song Circle going in 

my absence, and Pastor Rick Snyder, Faith Assembly. 

If you’re not receiving the updated list of songs remaining, please contact me. 

Stay safe and be well, and join in our continuing campfire conversation. 

 

“Your are my sunshine,”  

Tomy 
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• One free admission to a FAME produced ticketed event 
 

• One free admission to a FAME produced workshop 
 

• Free listing of your approved music performance on the FAME social 
media pages (YouTube - Twitter - Instagram - Facebook - Website 

 
• Free listing of your upcoming gigs on the FAME social media pages 

 
• Emailed copy of the award winning FAME newsletter, "The Sound 

Post" 
 

• Weekly emailed listing of acoustic performances in the area 
 

• Free admission to the FAME Lecture Series 
 

• Free admission to the FAME Open Mics and Song Circles 
 

• Free postings of your business card in the FAME newsletter  
 

• Free admission to the annual FAME All-You-Can-Eat BBQ Picnic 
with entertainment 

 
• The opportunity to make lifelong friends who share your music 

interests 
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FAME offers scholarships and grants  
to approved performers.  

 
To see detailed information and to download the required 

application, please go to the Scholarships page on the  
FAME website here: 

 
           https://www.frederickacoustic.org/Scholarships 
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Classified ads are free to FAME members in good standing 
and will run for two consecutive months unless renewed in 

writing.   

Eligible advertisements include the following categories: 

Members who would like to buy, sell, or trade their musical 
instruments and musical equipment 

Members who are seeking out other musicians to play with - 
or members seeking out other musicians for the purpose of 

starting a band together 

Members offering private musical instruction and instrument 
lessons  

Members promoting upcoming gigs or concerts 

All transactions are strictly between the buyer and the seller, 
FAME only posts the advertisement.  The Sound Post editor 

reserves the right to reject any ad deemed to be commercial in 
nature, or not consistent with F.A.M.E.’s goals and overall 

mission. 

Submit your requests for a classified ad to 
samandkatherine@comcast.net 
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Wanted—Board members for the FAME Board.  Meetings once 
a month.  Help us keep acoustic music alive in Frederick Coun-
ty.  



 

    

 
 
 

So how do you know what your nut width is ?  Until recently I used whatever ruler 
 

Frederick Acoustic Music Enterprise (F.A.M.E.) is a 501(c)(3) organization. Donations 
may be tax deductible if you itemize deductions. 

 FAME Board of Directors 
 
 

Sam Ott  ……………...President 

Dave Ott ……………..Treasurer 

Max Honn …………...Secretary 

Dori Bailin  ………….Organizer 

Dave Koronet …..Social Media 

Hank Kobriski….Scholarships and 

Workshops 

 

F.A.M.E. Goals: 
 

•  To nurture, promote, and preserve original and traditional acoustic 
music of all genres in Frederick and Frederick County through live music, 
education, and community outreach. 
 
•  To educate aspiring musicians and the general public about all aspects 
of original and traditional  acoustic music of all genres via workshops, 
open mics,  showcases, and concerts. 
 
•  To reach out to the community via workshops and concerts, especially 
through schools and youth organizations and the setting up of mentoring 
opportunities for young and aspiring acoustic musicians. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

The F.A.M.E. Board of Directors has recently updated 
the Membership Benefits, Membership Tier Levels, and 

Membership Fees. 
 

To see details about the Membership changes, click on 
the link below to go to the Membership Benefits page 
on the F.A.M.E. website.  From there you can click on 
the Join Today link to continue with the membership 

process which includes an on-line PayPal payment link 
or a link to print out the Membership Application for 

mailing to a F.A.M.E P.O. Box. 
 

https://www.frederickacoustic.org/membership/ 
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Please send a digital image (JPG) of your business card to 
this editor at kathleen@clarityconsultinggroup.net. 

The preferred size for a business card  
 2 inches by 3.5 inches. 

 
Business cards will remain in the newsletter until I receive 

notification for their removal. 
 

Business card digital images are due to the editor by the 
25th of the month for publication in the next monthly issue. 


