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Note From Our President 

 
 

 

Happy New Year to all our members!  
 
 

Let’s make this a great year for  
Frederick Acoustic Music Enterprise. 

 
Once again, we are dealing with a surge in another COVID virus but 

hopefully this outbreak will be less severe and short lived, and we will 
soon be back to business. 

 
Katherine and I appreciate all the well wishes as she continues 

recovering from her second abdominal surgery.  
She is on the mend and doing very well. 

 
We are looking for new board members.  

Currently we have five and bylaws allow us up to nine. If you 
wish to help grow and improve the organization plan on attending a 

board meeting, they are normally held  
the 1 st Wednesday of each month. 

 
 

Sincerely, 
Sam Ott 
President 

http://frederickacoustic.org/


 

‘Guest Geek’ Gear Review (Page 1 of 3) 
By Todd Walker 

Orangewood Brooklyn Guitar Review 
Is It Worth $345 Sight Unseen ?  

 
 
 
 
 

 
To answer the question, yes, it is definitely worth $345 !  How Orangewood can design, build 
and ship (from overseas), then set up and ship to the purchaser, a well-built good quality guitar 
at that price is nothing short of unbelievable…, yet, after inspecting and playing it, I’m a 
believer.  Very good indeed, and I almost forgot that the low $345 price includes a good 
quality nylon padded gig bag. 
 
Communication from Orangewood is stellar.  As soon as you hit the ‘Buy’ button, an email is 
sent thanking you for your order, then the same day an email stating that shipping is imminent, 
then within six hours an email arrives with shipping notification, a tracking number, and a 
forecast delivery date.  Once the guitar arrives, another email is sent letting you know the 
guitar has been delivered, just in case you’re away from the house.  Wow !   
 
The Orangewood Brooklyn arrived packed in a guitar shipping box similar to a Taylor or 
Martin shipping box.  Taking the Brooklyn out of the gig bag, I discovered that the guitar only 
required a few minor turns of the tuning pegs to put it into standard ‘E’ tuning (E, A, D, G, B, 
E).  Fit & finish of the Brooklyn is amazingly good for an inexpensive guitar.  The gloss finish 
is free of imperfections, as is the satin neck and fretboard.  The frets are adequately dressed 
with no noticeable roughness or sharp ends.  The headstock and tuners - all good.  The tuners 
are super high quality, but they turn smoothly and seem to hold tune with no slipping.   
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‘Guest Geek’ Gear Review (Page 2 of 3) 
By Todd Walker 

 

 
The nut and saddle are advertised as bone (I’ll take Orangewood’s word for it).  The bridge 
appears to be well made, most likely a product of a CNC machine.  Looking inside the guitar, 
there is little no glue residue or sloppy workmanship - it is surprisingly clean.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
String height is 0.080” at the 14th fret.  Neck relief is just where it should be with no string 
buzz on any of the frets.  The Ernie Ball Earthwood strings are okay (not my favorites), so I 
quickly replaced them with a set of Elixir Phosphor Bronze Nanoweb HD Lights (.013 - 
.053).  The factory installed Earthwood strings are light gauge (.012 - .053) and just a little too 
light a gauge for my preferred ‘D’ tuning (D, G, C, F, A, D), which is a full step down from 
standard pitch tuning. 

 
The Brooklyn had a little difficulty settling into the lowered tuning, but acclimated to it after 
several minutes of playing.  If I were to keep the guitar, I would install a set of medium gauge 
strings (0.13 - .056) and have the guitar set up for the heavier strings. 

 
I’m not a fan of plastic bridge pins, which come standard  

on the Brookly.  I attempted to switch to a set of  
Basswood pins, but the bridge strings holes  

would not accommodate the slightly larger gauge  
strings and the Basswood pins, so I re-installed  

the plastic pins.  A guitar tech could remedy  
this easily (if needed). 

 
 

 
The quality of the solid Spruce top wood is surprisingly good, with a hint of bearclaw figuring 
(usually only seen on high-priced guitars).  The layered Pau-Ferro back & sides show nice fig-
uring and look similar to figured Indian Rosewood. 
 
The Mahogany neck appears to be stained, but also seems of good quality.  It has a nice ‘C’ 
shape and is comfortable to hold and form chords.  The fretboard and bridge are dark Ovan-
gol, and could easily be mistaken for Ebony. 
Overall, the fit & finish is not typical of a $345 guitar, but more like a guitar in the $800-
$1,000 price range.  So what about playability and sound ? 
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‘Guest Geek’ Gear Review (Page 3 of 3) 
By Todd Walker 

Playability, owing to a comfortable neck shape and low string height, is much 
better than I expected, and to be honest, it’s as good as many of my more 
expensive guitars.  Orangewood does a really nice set up - I’m impressed. 
 

Sound ?  Again, surprisingly good.  Tune a full-step down to ‘D’, the Brookly 
sounds like a Martin OM or OOO.  I’m not kidding, itt sounds really good.  Very 
warm with lots of roundness in the low end.  The high’s even ring bell like - very 
good.  I would expect that some of the low end warmth will brighten with light 
gauge strings tuned to standard pitch, but overall the guitar is balanced 
sonically, top to bottom.  I would expect this guitar to record nicely in the studio 
and also have a very good amplified sound with a good quality acoustic pick-up. 
 

All-in-all I am super impressed !  The online reviews for Orangewood guitars are 
overwhelmingly positive, so I was expecting the guitar to be good, but not this 
good.  This is an incredible guitar for $345.  And since I purchased it during 
Orangewood’s Black Friday Sale, my price was discounted at $295, but even at 
regular price this is a super deal. 
 

Should you purchase an Orangewood Guitar ?  If you are looking for a back-up 
stage guitar, or maybe a different body shape than what you already own, I 
would highly suggest that you check out the Orangewood Guitar line-up.  I’m 
tempted to hit the ‘Buy’ button for their Echo 12 (12-string) dreadnought, price 
at only $545 (on sale as of 12/27/2021 for $465). 
 

I give the Orangewood Brooklyn solid Sitka Spruce top guitar a hearty two 
thumbs up !  I think it’s the perfect guitar to raffle off to raise money for the 
Mayfield KY tornado relief effort.  See the raffle information in this edition of 
the Sound Post. 

 

Now go make some music ! 
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Wispy Mop Music (Page 1 of 4) 
By Todd Walker 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Tornado Relief Benefit Raffle 

 
The recent severe storm front that created devastating destruction to Mayfield KY and 
surrounding areas, spawning many tornadoes, has literally ruined many lives.  The town of 
Mayfield KY is effectively leveled and now just a pile of debris.  Our hearts go out to the 
residents who now must rely on friends and family, knowing that their homes no longer exist. 

 
 

After receiving the Orangewood Brookly Guitar for the Guest Geek Gear Review article (see 
this month’s article), lifetime F.A.M.E. member Todd Walker decided to raffle the guitar to 
raise money to help Mayfield residents rebuild their lives.  Please join Todd by purchasing 
raffle tickets.  As a result, you may be the lucky winner of a cool Orangewood Brooklyn 
Guitar, and you will be helping rebuild lives.  See below for details. 
 
 

See the next page for raffle details…. 
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Wispy Mop Music (Page 2 of 4) 
By Todd Walker 
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Wispy Mop Music (Page 3 of 4) 
By Todd Walker 

 
 
 
 
 

 
We survived another year of the dreaded COVID 

variants and  
we’re hopeful that 2022 will see the beginning of 

the end  
to the worldwide pandemic (I hope, I hope, I 

hope….). 
 

While we are stuck inside during cold weather and  
the outdoor music venues are closed until May,  

here are a few online selections t 
hat we can check out: 

 
 

 
 

James Taylor - Berkshires Video & Something In The Way 
  She Moves (One Man Band, July 2007) 

Stardust - Hoagy Carmichael (Ft. Josh Turner) 
Autumn In New York - Feat. Josh Turner 
Jurassic ParkTheme - cover (Ken Glasser) 
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Wispy Mop Music (Page 4 of 4) 
By Todd Walker 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Looking to learn a new guitar technique ?   

Check out the following: 
 

Easy Travis Picking Techniques on the Guitar - Jam Play Lesson 
 
 

 
 
 

Open Mic Event(s) Update 

 
 

With the increase in COVID cases, open mic events may go on hiatus until the positivity rate 
drops and events can again be held indoors.  Check with open mic hosts (or the venue) before 

making the drive. 
 

Suggestion: Using one’s own microphone or foam pop filter is highly suggested, even when 
the positivity rate drops. 
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Traditional Folk Song Circle Notes 

 

Happy New Year and welcome this month’s installment of the 
Traditional Song Circle Notes as we pursue the elusive 900 th song 
sung in 9 years by next month. December’s event was described by 
one attendee as “musical, super creative,” and it ended with a 
whimsical monologue inspired by an origami-like dragon 

fashioned from a twisted napkin which let us imagine ourselves 
floating on Loch Ness in search of Nessie. 

We sang 15 songs from 11 categories from our partner organization these almost nine years, 
Sing Out! Magazine’s, Rise Up Singing [RUS] Group Sing Along Song Book. Ballads &amp; 
Old Songs took first place with three songs chosen from this category. Faith and Home &amp; 
Family tied for 2nd place with two songs sung from each category. 

Ten new songs (“A Child This Day,” “Rosebud in June,” Sussex Mummers Carol,”  “Babylon 
Is Fallen,” “Brother Sun, Sister Moon,” “Somerset Wassail,” “Sons of (Fils de,) “Coal Tattoo,” 

“Your Daughters and Your Sons,” “Housewife” and  “Lament”) were introduced by five 
members. 

There were three songs sung that referred to death or dying: “Sons of (Fils de),” “Coal 
Tattoo,” and “Housewife’s Lament.” 

One of the features the Song Circle provides participants is our ongoing “campfire 
conversation” acknowledging musical current events ranging from the Beatles Get Back 
documentary to the passing of songwriters many of us have been personally impacted or 
influenced by. 

We sang “River” in memory of American folk musician and singer-songwriter Bill Staines 

who passed on December 5, 2021 at the age of 74. 

“Where Is Love” when honoring the life of Stephen Sondheim, American composer and 

lyricist, who died in November at 81. 

And although Michael Nesmith, notable songwriter, founder and former member of the 

Television musical group The Monkees didn’t have a song in RUS, we recognized he died 
Friday December 10, 2021 at the age of 78. 
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Attendees: (Virtual) Deb Bailin*, Board Member Dori Bailin*, Attendance and Song Tracker; 
Barbara Collins*, Carol Liebman, photo contributor; George Carroll, Bob Donham, Carol 
Liebman* (Physical) Bill Adams, Karen Fetters, Ed Hauser and our Host Tomy Wright. *New 
song contributor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
.  
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Admin Note:  

Barring future connection difficulties, 

 Song Circle will remain a Zoom-enabled meeting for our out-of-state members and those 
local still hesitant to meet indoors due to the COVID-19 Delta variant: 

 

Next Meeting: 

Topic: F.A.M.E./SAW Monthly Traditional Folk Song Circle Hosted by Tomy Wright 

Time: Jan 8, 2022 01:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

Join Zoom Meeting HERE  / Meeting ID: 843 8061 7564 

Passcode: 091688 

Please share with your friends. Dave Koronet will post on Facebook, too. Contact me via 
phone text or email if you are experiencing difficulty accessing Zoom: 301.639.5707 or 

tomy@tomywright.com 

 

My standing acknowledgement of gratitude to Dori, Karen, and Carol for their input for this 
month’s article; and Bill and Ed for having new unsung songs at the ready! 

If you’re not receiving the updated list of songs remaining, please contact me. Stay safe and be 
well, and join in our continuing campfire conversation.  

-“Your are my sunshine,”  

Tomy 
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Traditional Folk Song Circle  (Pg 3 of 3) 
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• One free admission to a FAME produced ticketed event 
 

• One free admission to a FAME produced workshop 
 

• Free listing of your approved music performance on the FAME social 
media pages (YouTube - Twitter - Instagram - Facebook - Website 

 
• Free listing of your upcoming gigs on the FAME social media pages 

 
• Emailed copy of the award winning FAME newsletter, "The Sound 

Post" 
 

• Weekly emailed listing of acoustic performances in the area 
 

• Free admission to the FAME Lecture Series 
 

• Free admission to the FAME Open Mics and Song Circles 
 

• Free postings of your business card in the FAME newsletter  
 

• Free admission to the annual FAME All-You-Can-Eat BBQ Picnic 
with entertainment 

 
• The opportunity to make lifelong friends who share your music 

interests 
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FAME offers scholarships and grants  
to approved performers.  

 
To see detailed information and to download the required 

application, please go to the Scholarships page on the  
FAME website here: 

 
           https://www.frederickacoustic.org/Scholarships 
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FAME Scholarships  & Grants 
Page 13 

https://www.frederickacoustic.org/Scholarships


 

Page 14 

 

Classified ads are free to FAME members in good standing 
and will run for two consecutive months unless renewed in 

writing.   

Eligible advertisements include the following categories: 

Members who would like to buy, sell, or trade their musical 
instruments and musical equipment 

Members who are seeking out other musicians to play with - 
or members seeking out other musicians for the purpose of 

starting a band together 

Members offering private musical instruction and instrument 
lessons  

Members promoting upcoming gigs or concerts 

All transactions are strictly between the buyer and the seller, 
FAME only posts the advertisement.  The Sound Post editor 

reserves the right to reject any ad deemed to be commercial in 
nature, or not consistent with F.A.M.E.’s goals and overall 

mission. 

Submit your requests for a classified ad to 
samandkatherine@comcast.net 
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Wanted—Board members for the FAME Board.  Meetings once 
a month.  Help us keep acoustic music alive in Frederick Coun-
ty.  



 

    

 
 
 

So how do you know what your nut width is ?  Until recently I used whatever ruler 
 

Frederick Acoustic Music Enterprise (F.A.M.E.) is a 501(c)(3) organization. Donations 
may be tax deductible if you itemize deductions. 

 FAME Board of Directors 
 
 

Sam Ott  ……………...President 

Dave Ott ……………..Treasurer 

Max Honn …………...Secretary 

Dori Bailin  ………….Organizer 

Dave Koronet …..Social Media 

Hank Kobriski….Scholarships and 

Workshops 

 

F.A.M.E. Goals: 
 

•  To nurture, promote, and preserve original and traditional acoustic 
music of all genres in Frederick and Frederick County through live music, 
education, and community outreach. 
 
•  To educate aspiring musicians and the general public about all aspects 
of original and traditional  acoustic music of all genres via workshops, 
open mics,  showcases, and concerts. 
 
•  To reach out to the community via workshops and concerts, especially 
through schools and youth organizations and the setting up of mentoring 
opportunities for young and aspiring acoustic musicians. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

The F.A.M.E. Board of Directors has recently updated 
the Membership Benefits, Membership Tier Levels, and 

Membership Fees. 
 

To see details about the Membership changes, click on 
the link below to go to the Membership Benefits page 
on the F.A.M.E. website.  From there you can click on 
the Join Today link to continue with the membership 

process which includes an on-line PayPal payment link 
or a link to print out the Membership Application for 

mailing to a F.A.M.E P.O. Box. 
 

https://www.frederickacoustic.org/membership/ 
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FAME Members Business Cards Page 16 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please send a digital image (JPG) of your business card to 
this editor at dbarber912@aol.com. 

The preferred size for a business card  
 2 inches by 3.5 inches. 

 
Business cards will remain in the newsletter until I receive 

notification for their removal. 
 

Business card digital images are due to the editor by the 
25th of the month for publication in the next monthly issue. 


