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President’s Message 

Greetings, 
 

Fall is upon us and it feels like the weather changed rather quickly, maybe helped 
along  a little by Hurricane Ian.  Our prayers for all those in the path of the storm as 

they repair their homes and their lives.   
 

FAME Show 
September 2nd  FAME held the One Hit Wonder show at Elk Rub Winery.  Very 

enjoyable evening of music had by all.  See the article written by Scott Barrett in the 
Newsletter.  

 
Open Mics  

October 14th is the last Sky Stage open mic for the 2022 season.  We have had some 
very good performances this year as well as increased audiences. Much appreciation 

to all the hosts for this year's open mics.  We are discussing some options to hold 
open mics indoors through the fall and winter months.   

 
Songwriter Showcases 

The final FAME songwriter showcase at Sky Stage is on October 15th starting at 7 
pm and features Michelle Swan with Sammie J. as the opening act.  Please come out 

and support our member performances. 
 

FAME Picnic and Membership meeting 
On September 10th we held our Membership Picnic and meeting along with the 

monthly song circle hosted by Tomy Wright.  We presented Tomy with a plaque of 
appreciation for all his efforts running the song circle over the last 10 years.  

 

Thank you to all that attended and made the picnic a great success. it was the first 
gathering since covid and it was great to see everyone mingling  and playing music. 

 
Board meetings are open to the public, and generally occur the first Wednesday of 

each month and are held at Lough Memorials and via zoom.  Our next Meeting will 
be October 5th, 2022, at 7:30 pm. 

 
Sincerely, Sam Ott,  President 



 

‘Guest Geek’ Gear Review (Page 1 of 2) 
By Todd Walker 

 
 

 
 

With Halloween right around the corner, cooler weather is on the way.  With dropping outside temps, home 
heating systems will begin kicking in.  As we know, heated air, especially ‘forced hot air’, dries the air, 

lowering relative humidity.  Wooden instruments (and our homes) feel most comfortable in the 45%-
55% relative humidity range.  Without proper supplemental humidification (i.e. vaporizers, humidifiers, etc) 
the indoor air we live in during the heating months can become very dry.  If your favorite wooden instrument 
lives in a dry house without supplemental humidification, it can be damaged.  As we are reminded each Fall, 

proper whole house humidification is key, and some sort of in-the-case humidification device is highly 
recommended. 

 
Music Nomad has developed their new Humitar & HumidReader device ($39.99 at Sweetwater.com) that 

combines humidification, a hygrometer and a temperature gauge in a handy plastic case that slips into an 
instrument’s soundhole, between the 3rd & 4th string.  Check out ‘How to Properly Humidify & Monitor 

Your Acoustic Guitar’ on the acousticguitar.com website’s  ‘Acoustic Guitar Notes’. 
 

If you are looking to purchase a guitar humidification device, check out ‘Best Guitar Humidifiers in 2021 - 
Top 10 Guitar Humidifiers Review’ on YouTube. 

 
Speaking of low humidity damage to wooden instruments, here’s a way for acoustic guitar players to laugh at 

low (or high) humidity - add a composite or carbon fiber guitar to your collection.  Both Rainsong and 
Composite Acoustics have been available since the early 2000’s.  Emerald Guitar out of Ireland has also been 
building and selling carbon fiber acoustic guitars since the early 2000’s.  More recently, KLOS Carbon Fiber 
Guitars have entered the marketplace.  There are others: Enya, Journey OF660, McPherson, etc. (Doug Alan 

Wilcox played a Journey OF660 about 3-4 years ago).  I have owned a Rainsong, an early Emerald, and 
three Composite Acoustics (I still own one - see photo on the next page). 
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‘Guest Geek’ Gear Review (Page 2 of 2) 
By Todd Walker 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Carbon fiber composite guitars sound really good.  Do they sound like a wood guitar ?  Not really, but they do 
sound good.  Each has its own distinctive sound.  All sound like an acoustic guitar, but with different nuanc-
es.  Do I like them ?  Yes.  What I do like is the fact that I don’t have to worry about humidity with a compo-

site guitar.  I have also found that tuning/intonation is really good.  Composite guitars seem to lack some over-
tones that many wooden guitars have, but for balance, volume and tuning, they are very good.   

Is one in your future ?   
Maybe.  

 
Now go make some music !  

 

Carbon Fiber Guitar Reviews Online 
 

Enya Carbon Fiber Guitar Review - Is This Amazon Carbon 
Fiber Guitar Good? 

 
GSWJ - Klos Guitar Review: Dreadnought and Travel Size 

 

A Carbon Fiber Guitar That Sounds Great OF660 Journey 
Instruments Guitar Review 

 

SPECIAL REQUEST: Your Favorite Guitar 

 

We will be doing an article on F.A.M.E. members’ favorite guitars (banjo, ukulele, etc) for a future Sound 
Post article.  Please send a photo of you and your favorite guitar, banjo or uke with a little background on how 

long you’ve owned it, where you purchased it and why you like it.   
Don’t worry about being too wordy - the more info the better. 

 

Send your photo and description to todd@toddcwalker.com  
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Wispy Mop Music Musings  (Page 1 of 1) 
By Todd Walker 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sam Biskin is a really cool guitar dude, and a good friend to the entire Frederick area music 

community.  Unfortunately Sam has been dealing with Muscular Dystrophy for quite some time, requiring a 
living space with no steps.  Due to difficulties locating a suitable living space at an affordable rate, he has 

been living with his sister in Kensington for the past couple years.   
 

Earlier this month Sam was successful in finding a one-floor apartment in Woodsboro, but needed a moving 
company to pick up his ‘stuff’ at a storage facility and deliver it to his new digs.  Thanks to F.A.M.E. 

President Sam Ott and lifetime F.A.M.E. Member Todd Walker, a group of F.A.M.E. members and friends 
got together and had a fun time moving Sam’s ‘stuff’ to his new apartment.  Many thanks to: 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Here are a few good online listens for folks who enjoy acoustic music: 
Acousticguitar.com - Moonalice Unplugs for Acoustic Guitar Sessions 

Acosuticguitar.com - Richard Thompson Performs ‘Turning of the Tide’ 
YouTube.com - Why I Play Fingerstyle Guitar… Doyle Dykes 

John Mayer at Martin Guitar ‘Jam In Place’ Concert 
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F.A.M.E./SAW Traditional Folk Song Circle Notes 
 
 

 
The September Song Circle gang gathered in Sam and Katherine Ott's serene and 

picturesque Jefferson, MD setting as part of F.A.M.E's Annual Picnic. It was an 

amazing day.  The weather was perfect and the food delicious.  There were several 
special treats that day. One was the apple pie contributed by George Carroll.  

George picked the apples from his tree Saturday morning and turned them into a 

delicious pie for us to enjoy.  And the second was the reunion of multiple longtime members not seen since 
our February 2020’s 8th Anniversary at Dublin Roasters, just before COVID.  Music flowed from the Song 

Circle singers under the tent in the backyard while other musicians played on the back porch.    

 
We sang our 948th song from "Rise Up Singing" (RUS) and have 240 songs to sing to complete the singing of 

all 1,188 songs in RUS.  In total, the group sang 25 songs covering 11 of the 35 categories in RUS and 5 of 
the 39 categories in "Rise Again" (RA).  Five songs were chosen from the Rock Around the Clock category in 
RA making it the most popular category of the day. We also sang "Happy Birthday" to the Song Circle host 

Tomy Wright.  
 

Twelve new songs were sung at the event; ten were from RA and two from RUS.  Bill Adams, Deb Bailin and 
George Carroll tied for the most prolific song-introducer of the day with each of them introducing two new 

songs.    
 

Six songs sung referred to death or dying:  "All I Have To Do Is Dream," "Wagon Wheel," "Your Flag Decal 
Won't Get You into Heaven Anymore," "Wayfaring Stranger," "Satisfied Mind," and "Deep River."    
 
There were 16 attendees: 14 were on site, and Deb Bailin (Vermont) and Carol Liebman (Florida) attended by 

Zoom.  It was great to see so many folks live-and-in-person that we had not seen for quite some tim 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
         Photo Karen Fetters                Photo Carol Liebman. 

 
 

Attendees:  Bill Adams, Deb Bailin, Dori Bailin (Board Member), Barry Bryan, George Carroll, Barbara Collins, Karen Fetters 
(Attendance and Song Recorder), Ryan Franko, Roy Greene, Bill Hall, Ed Haser, Rick Hill, Guy Hofer, Carol Liebman, Seth 

Tolson, and our host, Tomy (One, M) Wright.  
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F.A.M.E./SAW Traditional Folk Song Circle Notes 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
                    Photo Mike Franko                                    Photo Karen Fetters                   Photo Tomy Wight 
 
 

Sam Ott, FAME President, presented an award plaque to Tomy Wright expressing FAME's and the Song 
Circle participants' deep appreciation for his outstanding dedication and contribution to the FAME Song 

Circle over the past ten years.  
 

Next month’s hybrid event for those who can attend in person, returning to our post-Quarantine home, 

Faith Assembly of God’s classroom, (enter through the parking lot side door)  

3700 Burkittsville Rd (Souder Rd), Brunswick. MD 21716.  

 

Zoomsters can join below: 
Monthly F.A.M.E./SAW Traditional Folk Song Circle (hosted by Tomy Wright) Zoom Meeting 

Time: Oct 8, 2022 01:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89324843099?pwd=U1JONmpmcEJzYUlhMkU2K2c4azdxQT09 
Meeting ID: 893 2484 3099 

Passcode: 989373 
 

And in closing…Thanks for this month’s article Karen and photos. She is also resuming her former recorder 
duties from Dori as the original and spreadsheet architect.  Dori has decided to do more fun things with family 
versus note taking; but assures us she will continue to attend Song Circle and contribute her lovely voice and 

vast knowledge of music.  So thanks Dori for your many years of diligent song circle note-taking contribution.  
Notably, Rick Hill has returned from Monterey, VA and Seth Tolson; Roy Greene and Bill Hall stopped by 
briefly. And I am extremely pleased the youngest F.A.M.E member Ryan Franko participated and his dad 

Mike took photos. All this is in keeping with our goal’s nurturing, preserving and promoting acoustic music of 
all genres. Thanks again Sam for having the Song Circle on-site, approve the purchase of the 10 Rise Again 

“new testaments,” and presenting my plaque. Karen researched the plaque photo, it’s from January 2015, 
Dublin Roasters with 35 participants in attendance. 

 
Be well and stay safe for Pete’s sake. “You are my sunshine,” - Tomy 
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By Tomy Wright 
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LAST OPEN MIC OF 2022 
 

October 14th -7pm  @ Sky Stage in Frederick 
 

 
 

LAST SINGER/ SONGWRITER SHOWCASE OF 2022 
 

Oct15th - 7 pm @ Sky Stage in Frederick 
featuring Michelle Swan with Sammie J. as the opening act. 

 
 

 

Frederick Symphony Orchestra "Broadway and Beyond" -  
The Best of Broadway and the Silver Screen  

April 30th 2023 at 3pm @ Weinberg Center For The Arts 
 

The Frederick Symphony Orchestra will perform your  
Broadway and Silver Screen favorites  

Presented by F.A.M.E. & Key West Productions 

 
BUY TICKETS HERE 
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Page 7 

weinbergcenter.org/shows/frederick-symphony-orchestra-broadway-and-beyond
https://weinbergcenter.org/book-online/85602/


 

Page 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
.  

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLICK HERE TO LEARN MORE ABOUT MIDNIGHTS EQUINE  

RESCUE AND SANTUARY 
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Fundraising Performance Opportunity  
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Jenelle, ia a  volunteer at Midnight’s Equine Rescue and Sanctuary (MERAS) in Mt. Airy, Maryland.   
She reached out about a performance opportunity at their Rescue’s  Fall Open House Fundraiser on  

November 5th, 2022.  They are seeking performers who would consider donating their time and talent 
to provide live music for our attendees. 

 
They  believe that horses are some of the most important animals in human history; they have been 

used in war, in hunting  and agriculture, and as a means of transportation. Horses provide companion-
ship, contribute to human physical and  mental well-being, and develop life skills and sportsmanship 

through participation in shows and competitions.  
 

Unfortunately, many horses become unwanted due to affordability, injury, performance, or behavior. 
According to  the American Veterinary Medical Association, 90,000 to 140,000 unwanted horses are 
sent to slaughter, annually.  The American Association of Equine Practitioners estimates the cost of 

caring for a horse to be approximately  $1,825 per year.  
 

Our rescue is a small, 100% volunteer run, 501(c)(3) non-profit, that relies on donors  
to provide the resources for our horses. 

 
This is a 1st come 1st served volunteer opportunity. If you would like to donate your time and talent, 

please reach out to Jenelle Catalina directly here:  

Email Here 
 
 

https://youtu.be/NW5CYoaw1TM
https://youtu.be/NW5CYoaw1TM
https://youtu.be/NW5CYoaw1TM
https://youtu.be/NW5CYoaw1TM
https://youtu.be/NW5CYoaw1TM
https://youtu.be/NW5CYoaw1TM
https://youtu.be/NW5CYoaw1TM
https://youtu.be/NW5CYoaw1TM
https://youtu.be/NW5CYoaw1TM
https://youtu.be/NW5CYoaw1TM
mailto:jmc35@hood.edu?subject=Your%20Fall%20Fundraiser
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One-Hit-Wonder Revisited 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The latest FAME production, "One Hit Wonders" was held at Elk Run Winery on September 2nd.  I loved the 
show when I first saw it in 2018 at the Performing Arts Factory and was pleased to be invited to participate in 

a Reprise, when a few of the original members were unable to participate due to prior obligations.  
In focused FAME form, I was free to formulate and feature four frames for the festivities.  Knowing a little bit 

about how FAME does their shows, I knew there would be tons of opportunities to do background vocals, 
soloing and more. I was excited about that, and I got my fill. 

The songs were fun to learn, and the collaboration between the other members of the cast was amazing.  For 
my handful of songs I became really interested in the back stories of the performers and song writers.  

 

96 Tears  - Question Mark and the Mysterians: (click to hear) 

This song was huge in 1966, the only song that charted higher that year was “California Dreaming”. The band 

were sons of immigrant families that had settled in Saganaw, MI. After their early success they fell victim of 

unscrupulous label execs and managers, and lost most of what they earned from the success of this song.  

They persevered and continued to play and record into the early 2000's.  

It Never Rains - Albert Hammond: (click to hear)  
 

Got on board a westbound 747…..this was a big hit in 1973.  The story is about a down and out singer/

songwriter at his wits end in Tinsletown.  The song might be autobiographical, but that is not how Albert 

Hammond's career ended up.  He was a wildly successful songwriter/producer penning such classics as: “One 

Moment in Time”, Whitney Houston; “All the Girls I Have Loved Before”, Julio Iglesias & Willie Nelson; 

“Nothing’s Going to Stop Us Now”, Starship; “The Air That I Breathe”, The Hollies.  As if that wasn’t 

enough, he influenced the next generation.  His son Albert Hammond Jr. is the leader and creative force 

behind the popular millennium band The Strokes. 

 

   Page 9  Page 9 Page 9 

F.A.M.E.’s One-Hit-Wonder Fun (Page 1 of 2) 
Page 9 

https://youtu.be/R7uC5m-IRns
https://youtu.be/meDpNwem0Vo


 

Page 10 

 
 

Walking in Memphis - Marc Cohen: (click to hear) 
 

This song was Grammy nominated for song of the year in 1992. Marc won the Grammy for Best New Artist 
that year.  For the life of me I don’t understand how he could be in this club!  Take a listen to some of these 
Marc Cohen greats: “Walking Through the World”, “Silver Thunderbird”, “Listening to Levon”.  You are 

likely to fall down a Marc Cohen YouTube rabbit hole. 
 

Tubthumping- Chumbawumba: (click to hear)  
 

The band had already been touring and recording for 15 years when “Tubthumping” became one of the top 
songs of 1997.  Always known for their outspoken and often radical political views, the band reportedly 

turned down a $1.5 million offer from Nike to use Tubthumping in a World Cup advertisement.  
Sounds to me like a decision a band would make, confident they would never be a One Hit Wonder. 

 
I guess there are a lot of reasons why someone or some group only had one top 40 hit. There are just as many 

reasons why a song would stick at all. For those of us that haven’t had that opportunity, we can only s 
peculate if it was worth it?    

 

 

Yeah!!!!!!!!  

I love these songs.! 

   -Scott Barrett 
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FAME offers scholarships and grants  
to approved performers.  

 
To see detailed information and to download the required 

application, please go to the Scholarships page on the  
FAME website here: 

 
           https://www.frederickacoustic.org/Scholarships 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
.  
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• One free admission to a FAME produced ticketed event 
 

• One free admission to a FAME produced workshop 
 

• Free listing of your approved music performance on the FAME 
social media pages (YouTube - Twitter - Instagram - Facebook - Website 

 
• Free listing of your upcoming gigs on the FAME social media pages 

 
• Emailed copy of the award winning FAME newsletter, "The Sound 

Post" 
 

• Weekly emailed listing of acoustic performances in the area 
 

• Free admission to the FAME Lecture Series 
 

• Free admission to the FAME Open Mics and Song Circles 
 

• Free postings of your business card in the FAME newsletter  
 

• Free admission to the annual FAME All-You-Can-Eat BBQ Picnic 
with entertainment 

 
• The opportunity to make lifelong friends who share your music 

interests 
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Classified ads are free to FAME members in good standing 
and will run for two consecutive months unless renewed in 

writing.   

Eligible advertisements include the following categories: 

Members who would like to buy, sell, or trade their musical 
instruments and musical equipment 

Members who are seeking out other musicians to play with - 
or members seeking out other musicians for the purpose of 

starting a band together 

Members offering private musical instruction and instrument 
lessons  

Members promoting upcoming gigs or concerts 

All transactions are strictly between the buyer and the seller, 
FAME only posts the advertisement.  The Sound Post editor 

reserves the right to reject any ad deemed to be commercial in 
nature, or not consistent with F.A.M.E.’s goals and overall 

mission. 

Submit your requests for a classified ad to 
samandkatherine@comcast.net 
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Wanted 
1. Board Members for the FAME Board.  Meetings once a month.  Help us keep acoustic music alive 

in Frederick County! 
2. Contributors: The ‘Sound Post’ needs contributors, folks who would like to write an occasional article 

about something related to acoustic music.  It could be a Guest Geek Gear Review article, a review of new 

acoustic music CD’s… just about anything that might be of interest to F.A.M.E. members.  Contact either 

Tom Kohlhepp or Todd Walker. 



 

    

 
 
 

So how do you know what your nut width is ?  Until recently I used whatever ruler 
 

Frederick Acoustic Music Enterprise (F.A.M.E.) is a 501(c)(3) organization. Donations 
may be tax deductible if you itemize deductions. 

 FAME Board of Directors 
 
 

Sam Ott  ……………...President 

Dave Ott ……………..Treasurer 

Max Honn …………...Secretary 

Dori Bailin  ………….Organizer 

Dave Koronet …..Social Media 

Hank Kobriski….Scholarships and 

Workshops 

 

F.A.M.E. Goals: 
 

•  To nurture, promote, and preserve original and traditional acoustic 
music of all genres in Frederick and Frederick County through live music, 
education, and community outreach. 
 
•  To educate aspiring musicians and the general public about all aspects 
of original and traditional  acoustic music of all genres via workshops, 
open mics,  showcases, and concerts. 
 
•  To reach out to the community via workshops and concerts, especially 
through schools and youth organizations and the setting up of mentoring 
opportunities for young and aspiring acoustic musicians. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

The F.A.M.E. Board of Directors has recently updated 
the Membership Benefits, Membership Tier Levels, and 

Membership Fees. 
 

To see details about the Membership changes, click on 
the link below to go to the Membership Benefits page 
on the F.A.M.E. website.  From there you can click on 
the Join Today link to continue with the membership 

process which includes an on-line PayPal payment link 
or a link to print out the Membership Application for 

mailing to a F.A.M.E P.O. Box. 
 

https://www.frederickacoustic.org/membership/ 
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Please send a digital image (JPG) of your business card to 
this editor at kathleen@clarityconsultinggroup.net. 

The preferred size for a business card  
 2 inches by 3.5 inches. 

 
Business cards will remain in the newsletter until I receive 

notification for their removal. 
 

Business card digital images are due to the editor by the 
25th of the month for publication in the next monthly issue. 


